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TAPESTRY  • FORE  WORD 


Fore  Word 


Lots  of  things  have  happened  in 
the  three  months  since  the  last 
issue  of  Tapestry.  The  Executive 
Directors  of  three  United  ENDA 
organizations  decided  it’s  a good 
time  to  retire.  Matt  Foreman  of 
NGLTF  is  leaving  after  five  years, 
Kevin  Jennings  is  stepping  down 
from  GLSEN  after  13  years,  and  Ann 
DeGroot  of  OutFront  Minnesota  is 
stepping  down  after  an  amazing  21 
years  of  service. 

Other  notable  things  have  not 
happened.  ENDA  still  has  not  been 
introduced  in  the  Senate,  although 
the  House  version  is  expected  be 
introduced  as-is,  without  transgender 
inclusion.  Hate  Crime  legislation  has 
still  not  been  enacted,  inclusive  or 
otherwise.  Predictably,  despite 
numerous  protests  of  HRC  events 
across  the  country,  HRC  has  still  not 
apologized  for  that  bus  incident  (see 
issue  #1 13).  Instead,  Joe  Solomonese 
is  issuing  a standard  non- apology: 

“I  misspoke.” 

In  the  media,  transgender  chil- 
dren have  been  making  tragic  head- 
lines. On  February  12,  Fawrence 
King,  a 15  year-old  student  in 
California,  was  shot  in  school  by  a 
classmate  at  point  blank  range.  On 
February  22,  Simmie  Williams,  a 17 
year-old  student,  was  murdered  in 
Fort  Lauderdale  Florida.  They  were 
both  executed  for  the  crime  of  cross- 


ing gender  boundaries.  In  England,  a 
transgender  child  named  Cameron 
hung  herself;  Cameron  was  only  1 0. 

One  uplifting  story  is  that  an 
eight-year-old  in  Colorado  is  going 
to  be  transitioning  in  hir  school. 
Although  the  media  is  not  helping 
matters,  there’s  a new  organization 
that  is:  Trans-Youth  Family 
Advocates,  or  TYFA,  a new  nonprof- 
it dedicated  to  helping  families  create 
a supportive  environment  for  trans- 
gender youth.  I had  the  pleasure  of 
meeting  their  Executive  Director, 

Kim  Pearson  at  the  2008  Creating 
Change  Conference  in  Detroit  (p.47). 

Kim  is  also  the  fiercely  protective 
mother  of  a transgender  child.  She  told 
me  that  the  information  she  needed  to 
make  informed  choices  simply  was  not 
available  when  she  was  struggling  with 
her  own  child.  She’s  made  it  her  mis- 
sion to  ensure  that  other  parents  will 
not  get  stuck  in  the  same  predicament. 
In  the  short  time  she  has  been 


Executive  Director  she’s  made  a big 
splash,  appearing  on  several  television 
news  outlets  including  CNN.  She  also 
presented  at  the  IFGE  conference  in 
Tucson  this  April.  I get  the  feeling  that 
Kim  is  going  to  make  an  amazing  dif- 
ference in  a lot  of  parent’s  lives. 

On  a lighter  note,  Calpernia 
Addams  has  a new  television  show, 
which  she  is  working  on  in  conjunc- 
tion with  Andrea  James.  Trans- 
American  Love  Story  is  an  updated 
version  of  The  Dating  Game,  where 
Calpernia  gets  to  have  her  pick  of  the 
litter.  You  can  catch  the  show  on  the 
Logo  Channel. 

We  are  often  accused  of  being 
the  smallest  of  fringe  minorities,  but 
the  sheer  number  of  news  items  that 
land  on  my  desk  indicates  otherwise. 
Transgender  people  do  seem  to  be 
getting  an  amazing  amount  of  atten- 
tion, especially  considering  how  hard 
most  of  us  are  trying  to  blend  into 
the  woodwork.  JT 
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Winslow  Street  Fund 

by  Bree  A.  Hartlage 

It  is  with  great  pleasure  that  the  Trustees  of  the  Winslow  Street  Fund  of  the  IFGE  announce  our  grant  recipients  for 
2007.  We  have  awarded  grants  in  the  amount  of  $1000.00  each  to: 

• Best  Kept  Secret,  sponsored  by  the  Austin  Gay  & Lesbian  International  Film  Festival. 

Best  Kept  Secret  is  a documentary  film  about  Trinidad,  CO  and  Dr.  Stanley  Biber,  and  the 
continuation  of  his  great  work  there  by  Dr.  Marci  Bowers. 

• Trans-Late,  a grass  roots  TransGender  educational  organization  based  in  Lyndhurst,  NJ. 

• Elliott  Endre-Stacy,  a graduate  student  at  Bryn  Mawr  College  (Bryn  Mawr,  PA). 

Elliot  is  doing  research  related  to  TransGender  health  care  in  the  United  Kingdom  and  the  inclusion  of 
Gender  Identity  Disorder  in  the  Diagnostic  and  Statistical  Manual  of  Mental  Disorders  (DSM-IV). 


Our  congratulations  go  out  to  each  of  these  award  winners.  There  is  an  article  from  Trans-Late  about  their  work  in 
this  issue  (p.  49),  and  it  is  our  hope  that  you  will  find  articles  from  the  other  awardees  documenting  their  efforts  in 
the  next  issue  of  Tapestry. 

In  this  time  of  great  market  volatility,  I continue  to  be  grateful  for  the  financial  management  skills  of  our  funds 
manager,  Ms.  Deanna  Lahre.  Ms.  Lahre  has  our  investment  portfolio  diversified  appropriately  to  withstand  the  tur- 
moil, and  even  flourish,  thus  ensuring  the  Winslow  Street  Fund  (WSF)  is  safe  for  future  support  of  the  Transgender 
community. 

The  composition  of  the  WSF  Board  of  Trustees  has  changed  a bit;  since  my  term  on  the  IFGE  Board  of  Directors 
has  ended,  I have  stepped  down  as  Chair  of  the  WSF.  During  the  April  meeting  of  the  IFGE  Board,  Ms.  Stephanie 
Battaglino  was  elected  to  be  the  new  Chair  of  the  WSF  Board  of  Trustees.  I will  be  staying  on  as  a member  of  the  WSF 
Board  of  Trustees,  along  with  Ms.  Abby  Saypen,  Ms.  Alison  Laing,  Ms.  Lauren  Danley  and  Mr.  Casey  Snyder,  and  our 
funds  manager,  Ms.  Lahre.  We  will  continue  to  manage  and  grow  the  fund  so  that  even  more  resources  can  be  provid- 
ed in  support  of  IFGE’s  mission  - Promoting  Acceptance  for  Transgender  People  Through  Education. 

We  are  still  receiving  proposals  for  2008  grants  and  have  extended  our  proposal  deadline  to  May  31st  2008.  They 
are  being  evaluated,  and  awards  will  be  made  during  the  summer.  Guidance  for  submitting  awards  can  be  found  on 
IFGE’s  web  site  ( www.ifge.org). 

All  donations  to  the  Winslow  Street  Fund  are  tax  deductible  as  donations  to  IFGE.  The  WSF  is  happy  to  accept 
donations  of  stocks,  bonds  or  other  financial  investments,  in  addition  to  cash,  checks  or  credit  cards!!  The  WSF  can 
also  accept  bequests  and  can  work  with  your  financial  manager  to  maximize  the  estate  planning  benefits  you  and  your 
estate  can  receive.  For  more  information,  please  contact  the  IFGE  office  or  send  an  email  to  wsf@ifge.org. 


Respectfully, 


Bree  A.  Hartlage 

Chairperson,  WSF  Board  of  Trustees 
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Dear  Trans  Mail: 

I recently  picked  up  a copy  of 
your  magazine  and  I was 
delighted.  I am  as  far  as  I know, 
the  only  gay/transgender  fic- 
tion writer  who  focuses  on  the 
issues  of  both  communities. 

But  I am  out  in  San  Diego 
and  that  presents  a problem. 
Information  is  good,  but  you 
don't  have  any  medical  facili- 
ties that  are  set  up  for  support 
or  treatment  listed  in  your 
largely  East  Coast  Publication. 

Nor  do  you  list  any  Tri-Ess 
groups  here  in  San  Diego.  I do 
think  you  are  more  reputable 
than  say  your  sister  magazine 
called  Transformations,  which 
is  largely  a porn  magazine  and 
does  nothing  about  awareness 
etc.  Although  I do  know  that 
some,  and  not  all,  of  the  trans 
community  do  like  bondage 
and  discipline,  I for  one  do  not! 

I am  so  glad  that  I found 
your  magazine  because  it  basi- 
cally reiterated  everything  I 
had  written  in  my  characters 
and  so  forth,  so  I am  on  the 
right  track  and  for  that,  I feel 
proud.  I myself  am  not  gay, 
nor  transgender,  but  always 
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have  felt  that  that  part  of  the 
community  always  gets 
missed,  or  misunderstood,  or 
even  worse,  feared.  These  peo- 
ple are  the  least  of  our  worries. 
Sadly,  people  tend  to  fear  what 
they  do  not  understand. 
Because  of  this,  they  miss  out 
on  some  really  great  people. 

Thank  you  for  reading  this 
and  if  you  want  to  put  this  in 
your  magazine,  you  are  more 
than  welcome.  You  may  also 
publish  my  email  address. 

Bright  Blessings, 
Toni  Laree  Washington 
toniwashington69@yahoo.  com 

Dear  Friends, 

I am  writing  to  thank  you  for 
the  information  you  sent  me 
last  week.  When  I first  wrote 
IFGE,  I was  more  interested  in 
obtaining  a penpal  than  con- 
tributing to  your  cause.  But  I 
know  the  many  challenges  that 
transgender  people  must  face 
on  a daily  basis.  Americans 
should  be  grateful  for  your 
efforts  to  protect  civil  liberties 
and  end  discrimination. 


I am  a former  professional 
lobbyist  and  activist  who 
understands  both  legislative 
and  grassroots  politics.  While  I 
am  unable  to  make  a financial 
contribution  to  IFGE,  I can 
assist  your  cause  in  other 
ways. 

There  remains  a lot  of  work 
for  IFGE  to  do  at  the  federal 
and  state  levels.  Please  write 
so  that  together  we  can 
exchange  ideas  on  how  best  to 
meet  your  political  and  finan- 
cial needs. 

Thank  you  for  your  consid- 
eration and  I look  forward  to 
hearing  from  you  soon. 

Yours  truly, 
Ahamed  A.  (OK) 

Dear  Synchronicity, 

Thank  you  for  such  a wonder- 
ful resource  as  an  online  shop 
for  trans-books!  For  a rural 
Australian  you  are  truly  a 
blessing. 

Simon  M. 

Victoria,  Australia 
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Naomi  Owen 
A Pioneer's  Passing 

by  Emma  Vosicky 


I n March  of  this  year,  our  commu- 
nity lost  one  of  our  irreplaceable  pio- 
neers— Naomi.  Born  in  the  late 
1930’s,  when  the  concept  of  being  a 
cross-dresser  or  transsexual  was  bare- 
ly whispered  about,  Naomi  guarded 
her  secret  closely.  It  would  not  be 
until  the  waning  portion  of  the 
1 970’s  that  she  would  be  begin  the 
road  to  self-discovery. 

While  she  started  her  explo- 
rations tentatively,  Naomi’s  previous- 
ly developed  skills  as  an  organizer 
and  leader  spurred  her  to  aid  in  the 
formation,  and  to  then  serve  for  nine 
years  as  President,  of  the  Chicago 
Chapter  of  Tri-Ess,  the  first  organiza- 
tional beacon  for  persons  searching 
to  find  others  with  whom  they  could 
share  their  transgender  experiences. 
For  many  years,  she  also  served  as  the 
Vice-Chairperson  for  the  National 
Tri-Ess  organization,  after  which  she 
remained  on  the  Board  in  an  emeri- 
tus status.  Clearly  not  content  to  let 


For  twenty  years  I suppressed  my  desires  to  crossdress,  living  only  tor  the  > 
Halloween  Ball  each  year.  At  one  of  the  balls,  I met  a group  of  crossdressers.  They 
seemed  like  decent,  respectable  people  with  families  and  careers.  They  invited  me  to 
a party  where  I met  Ariadne  Kane,  the  founder  of  Fantasia  Fair,  who  just  happened 
to  be  visiting  in  town.  At  this  point,  I owned  no  female  clothes,  but  I had  the  best  cam- 
era equipment.  She  invited  me  to  come  to  Fantasia  Fair  to  be  the  official  photogra- 
pher. I asked  Ariadne,  "If  I come,  do  I have  to  dress?"  She  responded,  "No,  but  maybe 
you  would  like  to." 

I bought  enough  clothes  for  the  nine  days,  and  off  I went.  My  idea  was  that  by  the 
end  of  the  Fair  I would  either  like  it  or  hate  it.  When  I went  home  that  year  my  feet 
were  so  swollen  I could  hardly  put  on  my  men's  shoes;  my  earlobes  hurt;  and  thanks 
to  the  wig,  I felt  like  I had  been  wearing  a hat  for  a week.  But  I knew  this  was  some- 
thing that  I couldn't  resist.  I was  hooked!  Since  then,  I've  become  very  active  in  the 
crossdressing  community.  In  addition  to  my  legal  practice,  I'm  president  of  a mid- 
western  chapter  of  the  crossdressing  sorority,  Tri-Ess  (Society  for  the  Second  Self). 

In  1980,  while  at  a local  wig  shop,  I met  a very  special  lady.  She,  of  course,  knew 
about  my  crossdressing  but  didn't  really  understand  why  I did  such  a thing.  For  that 
matter,  neither  do  I.  She  saw  something  else  in  me  that  she  liked.  She  became  my  best 
friend  and  lover.  — Naomi,  excerpt  from  Transformations'  > 


others  pull  the  long  oar,  Naomi  was 
one  of  the  founders  of  IFGE,  sat  on 
its  Board  for  over  ten  years,  and 
received  the  “Virginia  Prince  Award” 
in  1992,  the  most  prestigious  award 
given  by  IFGE.  Naomi  was  also 
instrumental  in  founding  the  con- 
vention that  we  now  know  as  “Be- 
All”,  and  then  she  continued  to  pro- 
vide leadership  to  that  convention  for 
roughly  the  next  twenty  years. 

Naomi  knew  that  change  would 
only  come  for  transgender  persons  if 
we  were  seen  and  known.  Conse- 
quently, despite  being  an  intensely 
private  person,  she  made  over  two 
hundred  presentations,  which  includ- 
ed giving  talks  to  college  classes  and 
police  departments  and  making 
appearances  on  talk  shows  and  news 
programs. 

The  most  meaningful  testament 
to  Naomi’s  life,  though,  rests  within 
the  words  of  the  people  who  met  her. 
They  speak  of  her  kindness,  consid- 


eration, willingness  to  listen,  and 
desire  to  make  them  feel  at  home. 
They  talk  of  how  Naomi  helped  them 
in  their  struggles.  They  talk  of  how 
much  they  will  miss  her. 

Naomi  has  left  us,  but  the  mem- 
ories and  our  gratefulness  for  her 
multiple  contributions  live  on. 


I . Naomi  was  featured  in  Mariette  Pathy 
Allen's  groundbreaking  book  Transformations 
in  1989,  available  from  the  IFGE  Bookstore, 
BK032. 

[editor’s  note:  Naomi  was  a Tapestry 
columnist  on  legal  issues,  the  author 
of  “How  To  Be  A Good  Fegal 
Consumer,”  a co-author  of  IFGE’s 
original  bylaws,  and  a friend.] 
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A § ik  Am 

by  Arlene  Istar  Lev 


I identify  as  a transwoman,  I find  that  there  is  still  a strong  ele- 
ment of  sexual  tension  when  I am  able  to  go  out  fully  present- 
ing. Not  quite  the  erotic  high  some  crossdressers  get,  but  it  is 
still  there.  Could  this  mean  I am  not  truly  a transwoman,  but 
rather  a crossdresser,  or  is  this  common?  I know  this  is  a real 
provocative  question. 

Sexy  in  a Dress 


Dear  Sexy: 

I find  your  last  sentence  quite  revealing,  so  to  speak.  What  is  it  that  is  so 
provocative  about  your  questions?  Why  is  it  so  over  the  edge  for  us  to  ask  about 
the  sexuality  about  transgender  or  other  gender  non-conforming  people? 

Virginia  Prince  was  adamant  that  crossdressers  never  had  sexual  feelings 
or  masturbated  when  they  crossdressed  but  just  liked  expressing  their  femi- 
nine side.  Harry  Benjamin  looked  at  gender  non-conforming  people  and 
developed  a spectrum  of  gender  transgressing  behaviors;  he  said  that  trans- 
sexuals were  noted  for  their  lack  of  sexual  desire  and  sense  of  being  in  the 
“wrong  body.” 

Ray  Blanchard  and  Michael  Bailey  have  circulated  the  theory  that  some 
transsexuals  are  autogynephilic,  sexually  aroused  by  their  desire  to  be  a 
woman.  The  Diagnostic  and  Statistical  Manual  of  Mental  Diseases  identifies 
“transvestic  fetishism”  as  a mental  illness  for  men  who  are  sexually  aroused 
by  crossdressing.  Interestingly  enough,  only  heterosexual  men  can  be  labeled 
with  as  mentally  ill  for  crossdressing;  presumably,  gay  men,  and  both  hetero- 
sexual and  lesbian  women,  who  are  aroused  by  crossdressing  are  mentally 
healthy. 

How  do  we  sort  through  these  theories  when  we  trying  to  examine  our  own 
crossdressing  behaviors  and  sexual  feelings?  What  is  the  connection  between 
eroticism  and  transsexualism?  Do  our  sexual  desires  really  reveal  something 
about  our  gender  identities  and  whether  or  not  we  should  transition? 

Perhaps  part  of  the  dilemma  here  is  that  we  are  trying  to  connect  many 
distinct,  yet  overlapping,  issues.  Most  of  us  know  that  sexual  orientation  and 
gender  identity  are  two  separate  (but  equal)  parts  of  one’s  sexual  identity.  In 
the  same  way,  transsexualism  (the  need  to  change  one’s  natal  sex  through 
medical  treatments  to  conform  to  one’s  gender  identity,  what  some  call  gen- 
der confirmation)  is  not  the  same  as  eroticism  (what  sexually  rocks  your 
boat).  Of  course,  these  parts  of  self  are  also  deeply  connected  on  many  lev- 
els— it’s  hard  to  have  sexual  pleasure  in  a body  you  hate. 

Permission  to  receive  medical  treatments  for  transsexualism  once 
depended  on  the  person’s  crossdressing  being  non-erotic,  despite  the  fact  that 
there  has  been  scant  research  into  transsexual  sexuality.  To  be  fair,  the  lack  ot 
attention  to  the  erotic  lives  of  gender-variant  people  is  hardly  surprising 


given  the  virtual  silence  regarding  all 
serious  inquiry  in  the  sphere  of 
human  sexuality.  From  the  societal 
fears  of  teaching  sex  education  in  the 
public  schools,  to  the  inadequate 
funding  of  sexual  research  in  higher 
education,  discussion  of  human  sex- 
ual response  has  been  guided  by  a 
“Don't  ask,  Don’t  tell”  philosophy. 

We  have  based  major  decisions  about 
approval  for  life-saving  transsexual 
medical  treatments  on  conjecture 
about  human  sexual  response. 

In  my  opinion,  we  have  placed 
far  too  much  attention  on  the  mean- 
ing of  sexual  arousal  in  the  lives  of 
those  struggling  with  issues  related  to 
gender  identity.  The  reality  is  that 
people  who  are  transgender  (and  I 
am  using  that  term  in  its  broadest 
meaning)  have  many  different  rela- 
tionships to  their  sexuality:  some 
have  low  sex  drive,  some  have  high 
sex  drive;  some  are  heterosexual, 
some  homosexual,  some  bisexual  and 
some  have  different  sexual  orienta- 
tions depending  on  the  gender  they 
are  expressing.  Indeed,  some  are 
extremely  aroused  by  presenting 
cross-dressed  (from  the  perspective 
of  their  natal  sex),  and  others  have 
little  arousal  and  just  a sense  of  it 
feeling  “right.”  In  other  words,  trans 
people  are  just  like  other  people  - 
cisgender  people  - in  that  they  expe- 
rience their  sexuality  in  complex  and 
unique  ways,  as  well  as  plain  ole  reg- 
ular ways. 

The  questions  about  whether 
you  should  or  should  not  transition 
are  multi-faceted,  and  require  exam- 
ining many  parts  of  your  identity 
including  your  relationships,  your 
career,  your  dreams  for  your  future, 
and  even  your  finances.  It  is  impor- 
tant to  examine  sexuality,  but  not 
simply  in  terms  of  your  arousal,  but 
rather  in  terms  of  the  loss  of  body 
parts,  how  it  will  impact  your  sexual 
partner,  differences  in  male  and 
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When  someone  feels  that  they  are  a woman  and  are  dressed 
as  a woman,  it  is  logical  that  they  would  enjoy  being  treated 
sexually  as  a woman,  and  experience  being  seen  as  a woman 


as  an  erotic 

female  sexual  desires  and  function- 
ing, the  impact  of  surgery,  etc.  The 
question  of  whether  or  not  putting 
on  pantyhose  creates  sexual  tension 
is  a very  very  minor  issue  when 
examining  whether  or  not  one  is 
transsexual  and  should  go  forward 
with  a transition. 

In  a most  basic  sense,  sexual  feel- 
ings are  always  experienced  within 
the  physical  body.  I would  hope  that 
people  who  have  cross-sex  desires 
would  experience  sexual  feelings 
when  they  are  expressing  themselves 
in  the  way  they  are  most  comfort- 
able, i.e.  when  they  are  cross-dressed. 
When  someone  feels  that  they  are  a 


experience  . . . that's 

woman  and  are  dressed  as  a woman, 
it  is  logical  that  they  would  enjoy 
being  treated  sexually  as  a woman, 
and  experience  being  seen  as  a 
woman  as  an  erotic  experience.  It 
would  also  make  sense,  if  she  was 
aroused  and  had  a penis  that  she 
would  experience  an  erection;  that’s 
just  what  bodies  DO. 

Personally,  I would  worry  more 
about  someone  who  is  traveling  the 
journey  from  male  to  female  and  says 
they  have  no  sexual  feelings  at  all 
expressing  their  womanhood.  Not 
that  sex  is  everything,  but  surely  it’s  a 
nice  part  of  life  and  one  of  the  perks 
of  being  a woman  is  having  sex  and 


just  what  bodies  DO. 

being  aroused  as  a woman.  Trans 
people  have  experienced  enough  pain 
and  confusion  in  their  bodies;  I say  if 
you  have  sexual  feelings,  enjoy  them. 

.# 

Arlene  (Arl)  Istar  Lev,  LCSW,  CASAC,  is  a 
family  therapist,  gender  specialist  and 
founder  of  Choices  Counseling  and 
Consulting  in  Albany,  NY.  She  is  the  author 
of  Transgender  Emergence  and  The 
Complete  Lesbian  and  Cay  Parenting 
Guide,  which  includes  much  information  on 
transgender  issues  despite  the  title.  She  can 
be  reached  at  info@choicesconsulting.com. 


Marci  L.  Bowers,  MD 

Dr.  Marci  Bowers  brings  a human  touch  to  the  medical  profession,  healing  in  a loving 
atmosphere  that  nurtures  trust  and  promotes  healthy  living.  Please  contact  our  office 
and  practice  manager  Robin  Lassiter  will  be  happy  to  answer  any  questions. 


MTF  Procedures 

❖ GRS  (Genital  Surgery  - One  Stage) 
♦>  Labia  plasty 

❖ Orchiectomy 

♦>  Breast  Augmentation 

❖ Tracheal  Shave 


FTM  Procedures 

❖ Hysto’s  (Hysterectomy) 

♦>  Metoidioplasty  (Clitoral  Release) 

❖ Testicular  Implants 


Dr.  Bowers  strives  to  stay  connected  with  the  community 
at  conferences  and  events  nationwide: 


Trans-Health  Conference  (May  08) 

IFGE  - Tucson,  A Z (Apr  08) 

California  Dreamin’  - San  Jose,  CA  (Apr  08) 
Southern  Comfort  - Atlanta,  GA  (Sept  08) 


Visit  our  website  for  up-to-date  information  on  conferences, 
events  and  media  appearances. 


Trinidad  Reproductive  Healthcare 
328  Bonaventure  St.  Suite  2 
Trinidad,  CO  81082 
(719)  846-6300  fax  (719)  846-9500 


Seattle  Reproductive  Healthcare 
1229  Madison  Suite  840 
Seattle,  WA  98104 
(206)  328-3200  fax  (206)  328-4636 


www.marcibowers.com 


info@marcibowers.com 
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by  Alice,  Novic,  M.D. 


Jury  Duty  in  a Dress 

Hi  folks,  I’ve  got  something 
really  special  for  you  today. 
When  1 learned  that  my  crossdressing 
pal  Dianna  did  jury  duty  in  dress, 

I was  so  impressed.  What  a way  to 
turn  a loathsome  chore  into  a fresh 
new  chance  to  express  your  femme 
side  and  show  people  that  we’re  here 
and  willing  to  pull  our  own  weight 
like  everyone  else.  Here’s  my  recent 
interview  with  her. 

Alice:  Dianna,  can  you  offer  our 
readers  a little  background  on  who 
you  are  and  where  you’re  coming 
from  as  a trails  person? 

Dianna:  1 have  been  going  out  en 
femme  for  over  15  years.  While  I’m 
not  full-time  for  family  reasons,  I go 
out  into  the  real  world  two  to  three 
days  a week,  more  often  when  my 
schedule  allows.  I go  shopping,  take 
dance  lessons,  and  go  out  mostly  in 
the  straight  world.  I’m  5’8,”  size  8-10, 
and  pass  pretty  well.  I get  lots  of 
“Misses,”  “Ma’ams”  and  “She’s.”  My 
facial  hair  is  nearly  gone  thanks  to 
laser  and  electrolysis.  My  voice  has 
gradually  gone  from  horrible  to 
unremarkably  feminine  over  the 
years,  just  through  practice  and 


listening  to  how  women  use  their 
voices. 

Alice:  How  in  the  world  did  you 
conceive  of  the  idea  of  jury  duty  in 
female  form?  Weren’t  you  afraid? 

Dianna:  When  I got  my  notice  to 
serve  as  a juror,  I began  to  wonder 
how  I’d  be  received  if  I went  en 
femme.  The  state  of  California 
protects  the  transgendered  from 
employment  and  housing  discrimina- 
tion. I have  also  chatted  with  a trans- 
gendered court-translator  who  works 
in  the  same  court  where  I was  sum- 
moned to  serve.  So  I was  hopeful  that 
1 wouldn’t  be  thrown  out  on  my  ear. 

My  main  concern  was  embar- 
rassment at  being  “made”  in  public. 

I knew  that  when  the  prospective 
jury  panels  were  selected,  that  my 
male  name  would  be  called  out  loud. 


So,  that  was  one  hurdle  I’d  need  to 
handle.  In  addition,  while  jurors  are 
identified  by  number  by  the  defense 
and  prosecution,  the  judge  and  court 
clerk  do  have  a list  of  people’s  names. 
So  the  judge  (if  she  was  paying  any 
attention  at  all)  would  note  the  gen- 
der discrepancy. 

I figured  that  I would  probably 
be  identified  as  transgendered  and  be 
excluded  from  the  panel — which  was 
ok  with  me,  since  I don’t  get  paid  for 
jury  duty.  If  I did  get  on  a trial,  the 
next  hurdle  would  be  dealing  with 
my  fellow  jurors’  discomfort,  once 


I was  read. 

Alice:  Well,  how’d  it  go? 

Dianna:  The  morning  before  going 
in,  I made  sure  I was  smooth  all  over, 
my  eyebrows  were  in  good  shape, 
and  my  outfit  ready.  I’d  gotten  my 
nails  done  (French,  1/8”  beyond  my 
fingertips).  1 decided  I’d  dress  as  if 
I wanted  to  look  nice  for  work.  Jeans 
were  out — this  was  an  official  and 
serious  duty,  and  I didn’t  want  to 
look  as  if  I were  making  a run  to  the 
grocery  store. 

I wore  a stretchy  black  % sleeve 
top  with  a nice  but  unrevealing  neck- 
line, and  a very  nice  just-below-the- 
knee  grey-checked  silk  skirt.  Hose 
and  black  2”  pumps  with  a cute  non- 
stiletto heel  finished  it  up.  I went 
with  a medium  length  hairdo,  just 
brushing  my  shoulders,  in  Chestnut. 

I lined  my  eyes,  put  on  a couple  coats 
of  mascara,  used  a hint  of  sparkly 
gold  eye  shadow,  and  wore  my 
favorite  shade  of  lipstick.  I wore  a 
simple  black  necklace  and  matching 
bracelet,  and  some  dangly  earrings. 

I clipped  on  my  juror  badge,  sprayed 
a hint  of  my  perfume,  and  I was 
ready  for  work. 

I got  to  enter  through  the 
employees  and  jurors  entrance. 

I confidently  put  my  purse  in  the 
x-ray  conveyor  and  slowly  walked 
through  the  metal  detector — which 
beeped.  The  gal  on  the  other  side 
gave  me  a quick  glance  and  waved 
me  through — that  was  much  better 
than  a strip  search! 

Alice:  So  good,  so  far.  Then? 

Dianna:  I went  to  the  juror  assembly 
room,  which  had  sixty  or  seventy 
people  in  it,  and  gave  the  monitor 
my  paperwork  to  scan.  If  they  noted 
the  discrepancy  between  my  boy 
name  and  my  girl  look,  they  were 
very  cool  about  it.  I sat  down  and 
started  reading  my  book.  Soon  the 
monitor  gave  her  orientation  talk, 
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which  included  the  part  about  our 
names  being  called  when  we  were 
selected  on  a panel.  Gulp!  When  she 
finished,  I walked  to  the  window  and 
asked,  “I’m  a transsexual  but  haven’t 
changed  my  name — If  you  call  me, 
could  you  use  my  female  name?” 

“Oh,  ok,  we’ve  got  a lot  of  people 
here  today,  but  we’ll  try.  What  name 
do  you  want  to  use?” 

“Dianna,”  I replied.  She  said  okay, 
and  I thanked  her  politely.  I returned 
to  my  seat,  and  after  a bit,  the  moni- 
tor gave  us  a fifteen-minute  break. 

I was  hungry  so  I went  down  to 
the  snack  shop  on  the  first  floor  and 
bought  a cookie.  On  the  elevator 
back  up,  a youngish  black  guy  looked 
at  the  cookie  in  my  hand  and  said 
“Looks  good.  Can  I have  some?” 

I answered,  “I  should  give  you 
the  whole  thing,  it  has  so  many 
calories!”  Was  he  flirting? 

Alice:  Did  they  consider  you  for  a jury? 
Dianna:  After  our  break,  the  moni- 
tor announced  that  she  would  call 
thirty  names  for  a jury  panel.  Gulp. 

I hoped  they  would  use  the  right 
name.  Finally,  she  called  out  Dianna 
MacBride,  and  I answered  “Here,” 
surviving  the  first  test! 

The  next  phase  was  the  voir  dire, 
where  they  swear  you  in,  you  say  a few 
things  about  yourself,  and  they  ask 
questions.  Only  twelve  out  of  the  thir- 
ty would  be  picked,  and  I was  quietly 
confident  I would  be  one  of  the 
rejected  ones.  We  had  to  say  if  we 
were  single  or  married  / partnered, 
what  we  did  for  a living,  and  what  our 
S.O.  and  kids  did.  Since  I’m  married, 

I didn’t  want  to  get  into  the  situation 
of  saying  “I’m  married,  and  my  wife 
does. . .”  So,  when  my  turn  came  up, 

I said,  “I’m  a financial  analyst,  and  my 
partner  is  a bookkeeper,”  finessing  any 
embarrassing  revelations. 

Gradually,  ten,  then  fifteen  peo- 
ple were  kicked  off  the  island.  At  two 


points  in  the  questioning,  the  judge 
and  attorneys  went  off  to  a sidebar 
conference.  I was  certain  (in  my 
paranoia)  that  they  were  discussing 
my  unusual  situation.  Finally,  there 
were  only  twelve  left  in  the  jury 
seats — I’d  been  selected!  The  trial 
would  start  after  the  weekend. 

Alice:  Did  you  do  anything  special  to 
get  ready? 

Dianna:  Over  the  weekend,  1 bought 
some  nice  eel-skin  sling-back  pumps 
for  a steal  at  DSW — they  had  a rub- 
berized heel  and  sole  which  would  be 
quieter  on  the  marble  courthouse 
floors.  My  other  work  pumps  made 
quite  a racket.  The  things  we  do  for 
work. 


I'm  more  interested  in 
having  a friendly  chat 
than  worry  about 
being  read. 

For  trial  day  one,  I wore  my  new 
shoes,  a fun  knee-length  print  skirt 
and  a ribbed  black  stretch  top.  I had 
to  keep  fussing  with  the  skirt  to  keep 
my  knees  from  showing  as  I adjusted 
my  position  in  the  seat.  From  then 
on  I wore  longer  skirts.  I noticed  that 
on  the  day  of  the  trial  that  the 
women  on  our  panel  dressed  up  a bit 
more.  All  the  women  employees  at 
court  seemed  to  be  wearing  heels, 
and  most  were  in  skirts,  so  I was  not 
out  of  place. 

Alice:  Any  trials  and  tribulations  for 
you  during  the  trial? 

Dianna:  I chatted  up  several  of  the 
jurors  during  breaks  in  the  court- 
room drama.  I figured  that  it  would 
be  best  to  get  any  reads  and  any 
initial  wariness  out  of  the  way  before 
we  were  locked  in  to  our  delibera- 
tions. An  older  guy  on  the  panel 


actually  flirted  with  me  a bit!  The 
bailiff  held  doors  open  for  me  several 
times,  and  both  attorneys  smiled  at 
me  regularly,  and  this  really  put  me 
at  ease. 

On  another  trip  up  the  elevator, 
a thirty-something  gal  complimented 
me  on  my  nails.  When  this  happens, 
my  paranoid  side  wonders  if  they 
want  to  probe  my  true  gender  by 
conversing  with  me,  but  I’m  confi- 
dent in  my  voice,  and  I’m  more 
interested  in  having  a friendly  chat 
than  worry  about  being  read. 

Finally,  it  was  time  for  our  delib- 
erations. We  were  polite  and  respect- 
ful of  each  other,  and  save  for  one 
testy  exchange  between  two  other 
jurors,  it  went  very  well.  I was  con- 
cerned that  everyone  would  be  think- 
ing Ugh,  why  do  we  have  this  weird 
Jerry-Springer  tranny  here?  But  if 
they  were,  they  kept  it  well  under 
wraps.  They  all  seemed  fine  with  me, 
and  I even  joked  and  laughed  with 
several  of  them  during  breaks  in  the 
action. 

All  in  all,  it  was  a very  successful 
experience.  Not  a single  negative 
thing  happened.  1 got  to  do  my  duty 
as  a juror,  and  in  my  true  gender,  for 
five  days.  I can’t  wait  ‘til  next  time. 
Alice:  Dianna,  thank  you  for  sharing 
your  experience  with  us  and  giving 
me  and  our  readers  a bold,  new 
crossdressing  idea  as  well  as  a fresh 
and  effective  way  to  let  people  know 
that  we’re  here. 

Life’s  rich,  complex,  and  full  of  possi- 
bilities. Be  careful  and  enjoy! 

To  learn  more  about  me  than  you'd  ever  dare 
ask,  please  see  my  smart,  sexy  memoir,  Alice 
in  Genderiand:  A Crossdresser  Comes  of  Age 
(http://www.iuniverse.com/bookstore/book_d 
etail. asp? &isbn =0-595-3 1 562-3) 
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How  can  we  combat  the  powerful 
messages  that  keep  us  from 
seeing  ourselves  as  beautiful? 
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by  Eden  Lane 


any  women  feel  pressure  to 
live  up  to  an  unrealistic  stan- 
dard of  beauty.  Men  sometimes  feel  a 
similar  pressure.  We  hear  this  dis- 
cussed on  television  talk  shows,  news 
magazines,  and  among  friends  at  the 
local  coffee  spot.  We  can  be  our  own 
worst  critics  when  we  do  not  match 
the  images  we  see,  even  though  we 
are  aware  of  the  retouching,  manipu- 
lation, and  falseness  that  goes  into 
their  creation.  For  some  transgender 
men  and  women  this  is  amplified  in 
ways  that  can  do  more  than  lower 
their  self-esteem.  Fear  of  never  living 
up  to  that  narrow  standard  of  beauty 
can  cause  some  transpeople  to  stall 
in  their  transition,  and  some  may 
even  abandon  transition. 

How  can  we  combat  the  powerful 
messages  that  keep  us  from  seeing 
ourselves  as  beautiful?  We  can  only 
change  our  perception  of  ourselves  by 
discarding  false  standards.  Even  the 
people  in  the  magazines  don’t  look 
like  they  do  in  print.  Of  course  we  all 
know  that  already,  but  do  we  accept 
it?  A new  Lifetime  series,  “How  to 
Look  Good  Naked,”  demonstrates 
some  effective  techniques.  Carson 


Kressley  (“Queer  Eye  for  the  Straight 
Guy”)  hosts  this  US  version  of  yet 
another  British  reality  show.  He  is  as 
fun  and  silly  as  he  was  on  his  first 
show,  but  here  shows  deeper  under- 
standing and  sensitivity.  Some  of  the 
exercises  involve  standing  in  front  of 
the  mirror  (actually  it’s  a circle  of 
mirrors  to  give  a 360  degree  view)  in 
only  a bra  and  panties.  This  is  diffi- 
cult for  most  people.  The  idea  is  to 
honestly  assess  the  positive  rather 
than  obsessing  on  our  perceived  flaws. 

We  don’t  all  have  the  chance  to 
have  a caring  coach  guide  us  through 
such  a stark  self-evaluation,  but  we 
can  get  started  on  our  own.  The  idea 
is  to  break  free  from  thinking  we 
have  to  be  perfect  to  be  pretty.  This 
can  be  difficult  to  apply  for  many 
women,  but  transgender  women 
often  have  deeper  resistance. 
Insecurities  and  self-criticism  can  go 
beyond  the  common,  fat  thighs, 
small  bust  line,  and  jiggly  arms. 
Transgender  women  may  also  have 
issues  with  height,  hands  and  feet, 
and  frame.  It’s  true  that  many  kinds 
of  women  can  be  working  through 
any  of  these  issues.  So,  with  so  much 
in  common,  perhaps  we  can  learn 
from  each  other. 

Intellectually  we  know  that  the 
real  work  is  from  the  inside  out. 
Nevertheless,  the  external  can  help  us 
spark  the  process.  If  we  are  just 
beginning  to  deal  with  our  self-image 
or  have  reached  a plateau,  or  may 
have  just  hit  the  doldrums,  some- 
thing as  simple  as  a new  hair  style, 
new  shoes,  or  even  retail  therapy 
with  a girlfriend  can  nudge  us  back 


on  track.  When  we  examine  how  we 
dress  affects  the  way  we  feel  and  how 
others  perceive  us,  it  needn’t  be  to 
attain  some  fashionista  status,  fit,  sil- 
houette, and  color,  can  all  be  manip- 
ulated to  enhance  our  best  features. 
This  is  one  example  of  how  all 
women  can  find  ways  to  embrace  the 
body  they  have  today,  not  the  body 
some  advertiser  tries  to  sell  you. 

Many  media  outlets  try  to  teach  these 
lessons  in  spite  of  their  industry.  TLC 
has  “What  Not  to  Wear”  (yes  another 
British  import).  All  You  magazine 
has  regular  features  on  finding  the 
right  -pant,  jean,  sweater,  lipstick, 
hairstyle,  for  your  body  type,  skin- 
tone,  age,  etc.  Transgender  women 
should  approach  these  issues  in 
much  the  same  way.  There  are  many 
women,  with  a transgender  history 
or  not,  who  didn’t  get  the  chance  to 
experiment  with  their  presentation 
early  on.  Sometimes  women  stop 
with  a look  from  a time  in  their  past 
and  get  stuck.  Changing  the  external 
can  give  the  internal  work  a boost, 
but  it  works  best  when  we  accept  our 
beauty  in  our  hearts. 

During  a lunch  with  a few 
women  I know  from  community 
groups,  we  discussed  a new  movie  for 
which  we  have  high  hopes.  Penelope 
is  billed  as  “a  fairy  tale  like  no  other.” 
One  of  the  tag  lines  is  “She’s  been 
hiding  all  her  life.  Now  she’ll  show 
the  world  just  who  she  really  is.” 
Sound  familiar?  While  none  of  us 
have  seen  this  film,  we  have  seen 
many  trailers.  The  premise  is  of  a girl 
who  was  born  with  the  nose  of  a pig. 
To  break  the  curse  she  has  to  “find 
someone  to  accept  me  as  I am,  'til 
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death  do  us  part.”  One  lady  pointed 
out  a line  where  Penelope  says,  “I  like 
myself  the  way  I am.”  Because  we  are 
all  mothers,  we  agreed  that  our 
daughters  could  use  a story  where 
the  girl  is  not  saved  by  the  love  of 
some  generous  man,  but  by  the  love 
she  has  for  herself.  I was  moved  to 
share  that  1 only  found  the  man,  after 
I found  myself.  Transition  allowed 
me  to  accept  myself  and  then  I could 
be  open  to  that  kind  of  love.  I took  it 
for  granted  that  they  all  knew  about 
my  past  already.  That  they  didn’t 
remind  me  that  it  wasn’t  my  appear- 
ance that  allowed  them  to  accept  me. 
It  was  my  acceptance  of  myself  that 
allowed  my  appearance  to  be  a non- 
issue. 

Finding  our  own  beauty  is  part 
of  finding  our  authentic  selves. 

Rather  than  being  negative  about  the 
external  ‘flaws’  and  weaknesses,  we 
must  celebrate  our  unique  strengths. 


Finding  our  own 
beauty  is  part  of 
finding  our 
authentic  selves. 

Rather  than 
being  negative 
about  the 
external  'flaws' 
and  weaknesses, 
we  must 
celebrate  our 
unique 
strengths. 


When  we  reveal  that  to  ourselves,  we 
own  more  beauty  than  can  be  created 
in  an  airbrushed  photo,  with  special 
makeup  techniques,  or  even  by  the 
most  talented  surgeons  hands.  You 
don’t  have  to  be  perfect  to  be  pretty! 

.W 

Eden  Lane  is  a writer  and  the  former 
Chairwoman  of  the  Colorado  Cold  Rush 
Conference.  She  has  a professional  back- 
ground as  a Senior  Trainer  and  recruiter  for  a 
Fortune  500  Telecom.  Look  for  her  forth  com- 
ing book  Charm  Bracelet — Memories  of 
an  All-American  Girl. 
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• Comprehensive  care  for 
individuals  and  families 

• Mental  health  care 

• Speech  / Language  therapy 

• Primary  medical  care 
(including  hormones) 

• Plastic  and  Reconstructive 
Surgery  (including  GRS) 


State  of  the  art  health 
care  in  a comfortable  and 
respectful  atmosphere 

Phone:  734-763-0466 
E-mail:  um-cgsp@umich.edu 
Web:  www.med.umich.edu/transgender/ 

Alfreda  Rooks  Jordan  UMHS-CGSP 

300  N.  Ingalls,  Room  NI4D21 
Ann  Arbor,  Ml  48109-0475 
734-615-7772  (fax) 
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by  Dharmashanti 

I transitioned  last  century.  Okay,  it 
was  in  the  mid-1990s  but  some- 
times it  feels  like  a century  ago.  The 
days  of  worrying  about  electrolysis, 
saving  for  surgery,  battling  employers 
and  walking  terrified  in  public  places 
are  long  gone. 

For  a long  time  before  I was  offi- 
cially “reassigned”  (isn’t  that  the  most 
ridiculous  term  for  changing  gen- 
der?), I believed  that  once  I had  my 
surgery,  all  my  trials  would  be  over. 
Life  would  be  a breeze.  I would  meet 
the  man  of  my  dreams,  adopt  a few 
little  kinderlings  and  drink  margari- 
tas  as  we  all  watched  the  sunsets 
together.  Suburban  bliss.  What  was 
1 smoking? 

I once  read  that  if  you  ever  want 
to  hear  God  laugh,  tell  Her  your 
plans.  And  it’s  true.  Oh,  yeah,  I did 
meet  a man.  And  for  a year  or  so,  his 
four-year  old  daughter  lived  with  us. 
And  that’s  when  my  world  began  to 
implode  . . . slowly. 

Whether  you  are  a cross  dresser, 
a drag  queen  or  a full-on  transsexual, 
being  transgender  is  hard.  Duh! 


We  are  too  often  abandoned  by 
everyone  we  know,  rejected  by 
employers,  and  shunned  from  our 
places  of  worship  as  abominations  of 
the  Almighty.  Living  full  time  in  a 
new  gender  and  even  getting  surgery 
can’t  undo  all  the  damage.  It  runs  too 
deep. 

lust  a few  months  before  1 was  to 
get  my  reassignment  surgery,  1 found 
myself  in  the  emergency  room  hav- 
ing my  stomach  pumped  (not  an 
experience  I would  want  to  repeat).  I 
realized  as  I lay  there  that  I had  a 
problem.  I was  an  out-of-control 
drunk.  My  husband  was  a rage- 
aholic.  My  life  was  a disaster  area. 

It  was  then  that  I began  a jour- 
ney, determined  to  find  a way  to  end 
a lifetime’s  worth  of  emotional  pain. 
Failure  in  this  quest  was  not  an 
option  because  failure  meant  death 
to  me.  I explored  a wide  variety  of 
religious  and  spiritual  paths.  Some 
helped.  Some  didn’t. 

In  the  end,  I learned  what  I call 
bliss  dynamics;  a set  of  principles 
that  helped  me  recognize  the  beliefs 
and  attitudes  that  greatly  affect  my 
experience  of  joy,  peace  and  love. 

I learned  that  resentments  (how- 
ever justified)  kept  me  miserable.  Self- 
pity  kept  me  trapped  in  a quicksand 
of  delusion.  And  isolation  prevented 
me  from  feeling  loved  or  lovable. 
These  were  some  of  the  dynamics  that 
had  caused  me  a lifetime  of  grief. 

But  there  were  other  dynamics, 
that  when  utilized,  removed  my 
blocks  to  love.  I became  willing  to 
see  myself  and  my  circumstances 
differently.  I became  aware  of  feel- 
ings like  guilt  and  shame  that  had 
been  hiding  deep  in  my  subcon- 
scious. I started  to  connect  with 
others  (and  not  just  trans  people) 
who  struggled  like  I had.  I actively 
practiced  gratitude,  compassion  and 
most  of  all  forgiveness.  In  this  way,  I 


reconnected  with  joy  and  serenity, 
no  longer  hiding  in  a bottle  or  a 
dysfunctional  relationship. 

There  is  a great  temptation  to 
believe  that  you  could  be  happy  if . . . 
you  had  an  understanding  spouse  or 
you  could  live  full-time  in  a new  gen- 
der or  you  had  surgery  or  had  a dif- 
ferent voice  or  had  a different  body 
or  had  been  born  differently  or  what- 
ever. But  that  is  a lie. 

The  truth  is  that  you  don’t  need 
a reason  to  be  happy.  You  have  a 
right  to  be  happy  right  now  and  just 
the  way  your  life  is  right  now.  The 
question  is  whether  you  are  willing  to 
exercise  that  right. 

Yes,  life  would  be  easier  if  things 
were  different.  But  your  happiness  is 
not  dependent  on  it.  Right  now,  you 
probably  have  food  to  eat,  even  if  it’s 
just  Ramen  noodles.  You  probably 
have  a roof  over  your  head,  even  if 
it’s  just  a temporary  shelter.  And  you 
probably  have  clothes  on  your  back, 
even  if  they  are  not  appropriate  to 
your  preferred  gender. 

We  undo  the  damage  of  years  of 
abuse,  shame  and  neglect  not  by  get- 
ting surgery  or  even  attending  a few 
therapy  sessions.  We  do  it  by  letting 
go  of  everything  that  isn’t  love.  We 
do  it  by  abandoning  our  self-pity  and 
our  resentments.  We  do  it  by  letting 
go  of  labels  and  guilt.  We  do  it  by 
reaching  out  to  others  in  need.  And 
we  do  it  by  choosing  to  be  happy 
right  now. 

WT 

Dharmashanti  is  the  author  of  Fight  the 

Misery  Conspiracy:  Reclaiming  Your 
Right  to  be  Happy  and  is  the  host  of  the 
Zen  Punk  Radio  podcast.  P/ease  visit  her 
website  at  www.dharmashanti.com. 
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by  Miqqi  Alicia  Gilbert,  Ph.D. 


If  crossdressers  are  going  to  be  taken 
seriously  as  members  of  the 
Transgender  world,  then  we 
have  to  be  good  citizens. 


The  transgender  world  is  a world  in  movement. 

We  are  living  in  a time  when  a great  deal  is 
changing,  when  we  have  acquired  a voice,  when  we 
are  being  political  and  actually  being  heard. 
Understand  that  this  does  not  mean  we  are  getting 
what  we  want.  My  brothers  and  sisters  in  the  USA 
have  had  this  shoved  in  their  faces  by  the  politics 
surrounding  ENDA,  and  here  in  Ontario,  Canada, 
the  election  of  a Liberal  government  several  years 
ago  has  not  led  to  the  re-introduction  of  SRS  into  the  universal  health  care  sys- 
tem. Nonetheless.  Even  though  being  heard  and  getting  what  we  want  are  sepa- 
rate things,  we’ll  never  get  anything  without  a voice.  And  the  louder  that  voice 
is,  the  greater  is  the  likelihood  that  we  will  get  what  we  need. 

Of  course,  not  everyone  can  be  or  wants  to  be  an  activist.  Some  people 
just  want  to  get  on  with  their  lives;  they  don’t  want  to  bring  attention  to 
themselves,  be  pointed  at,  or  have  to  withstand  the  slings  and  arrows  of  being 
a political  target.  I understand  that.  I also  understand  that  there  are  many 
things  that  can  be  done  short  of  going  on  a picket  line  or  appearing  on  televi- 
sion. The  question  is,  are  they  being  done? 

I have  written  before  ( Transgender  Tapestry  99  & 1 12)  about  the  rela- 
tionship between  the  Transgender  movement  and  crossdressers.  I am 
extremely  fortunate  to  have  met  a small  multitude  of  cross-dressers,  largely 
MTF,  many  of  whom  are  active  in  local  organizations,  and  some  who  even  do 
public  speaking  and  appearances  at  schools,  community  centres  and  church- 
es. However,  the  vast  majority  of  us  are  still  deeply  closeted  and  fearful  of  dis- 
covery, and  this  single  fact  determines  a great  deal  about  us,  about  who  we 
are,  and  what  role  we  play  in  the  T community.  I will,  in  what  follows,  talk 
about  coming  out  as  a crossdresser. 

Let  me  preface  my  remarks  by  stating  unequivocally  that  every  case  is 
individual,  and  some  of  us  live  in  places  where  being  publicly  gender  diverse 
might  be  physically  dangerous,  or  might  have  detrimental  consequences  for 
your  family.  If  you  cannot  be  out  for  serious  reasons,  then  that’s  an  end  to  it. 
But,  by  the  same  token,  it’s  not  an  end  to  your  involvement  in  the  T commu- 
nity, its  politics,  its  organization,  its  fundraising.  For  me,  coming  out  has 
been  a piece  of  cake:  as  a tenured  Full  Professor  with  grown  children,  a wife 
who  respects  my  dedication  to  T politics,  and  friends  and  family  who  are 
progressive  and  non-homophobic,  it  was  just  about  as  easy  at  it  can  be.  But 
please  understand,  that  before  I came  out  I was  just  as  frightened  and  unsure 
as  anyone  else.  All  those  factors  I just  listed  became  apparent  to  me  after  I 
began  the  process.  Except  for  having  tenure  and  knowing  that  I could  not  be 
fired,  1 had  little  faith  that  everything  would  go  smoothly.  Of  course,  knowing 


that  I could  not  lose  my  job  is  no  lit- 
tle matter,  and  especially  in  the  US, 
there’s  no  protection  at  all.  But  I did 
not  know  if  coming  out  would  have  a 
negative  impact  on  my  career  or  on 
my  standing  with  my  colleagues. 

As  for  family,  my  wife  knew 
about  my  cross-dressing  before  we 
were  married,  and  I began  “leaking 
out”  in  the  early  1990’s  by  telling  my 
close  friends  as  well  as  my  brother 
and  sister.  The  most  interesting  thing 
is  that  no  one  really  cared  very  much. 
I mean,  I wasn’t  planning  to  attend 
my  niece’s  wedding  in  a dress,  or  reg- 
ularly meet  my  buddies  at  the  pub  in 
a skirt  and  top,  so  what  impact  was  it 
really  going  to  have  on  anyone?  Not 
much  at  all.  My  neighbours  could 
care  less,  and  I could  come  and  go  as 
I please.  When  one  looked  at  me  and 
said,  “Hey,  get  you!”  I explained  that 
I belonged  to  a drag  club  that  did 
fundraising.  He  was  interested  in 
joining. 

I came  out  to  my  kids,  my  son 
and  four  stepchildren  in  1994. 1 told 
them  individually,  and  then  had  a 
barbecue  where  they  all  came  and  I 
dressed.  It  was  a hoot.  My  son  told 
me  he  was  cool,  but  he  had  a mother 
and  didn’t  want  another  one,  so  I’d 
be  Dad.  As  I had  no  intention  of 
being  anything  else,  that  worked  fine 
for  me.  All  the  others  were  accepting 
and  interested.  More  lately,  we  have 
had  to  deal  with  my  granddaughter 
who  lives  with  us.  She’s  seven  now, 
and  when  she  was  six  I’d  decided  that 
I was  not  going  back  into  the  closet. 
Not  going  back  to  times  when  I had 
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to  sneak  in  and  out  of  the  house.  So, 
one  day  when  I was  going  to  campus 
as  Miqqi  Alicia,  I just  appeared  up 
the  stairs.  She'd  seen  some  photos  of 
me  dressed  and  thought  they  were 
very  funny.  That  morning  when  she 
saw  me  she  got  very  excited  and  ran 
right  over  to  inspect  me,  including 
poking  my  breast  forms.  After 
describing  my  outfit,  she  went  back 
to  her  breakfast  and  forgot  all  about 
it.  Now,  if  you  look  at  the  accompa- 
nying drawing  she  made,  you  can  see 
that  she  takes  it  for  granted.  (By  the 
way,  the  rectangle  in  the  “girl’  picture 
is  my  pink  wristwatch.) 

I wish  I could  promise  that  every 
CD  who  goes  public  will  have  as  easy 


a time  as  I have.  But  I can’t.  There 
really  are  people  who  are  narrow  and 
bigoted  and  who  believe  that  the 
bigender  system  is  completely  “natur- 
al,” and  any  violator  needs  to  be  pun- 
ished. But  there  are  fewer  of  those 
people  than  you  might  think,  and  if 
any  are  your  friends,  then  you  ought 
change  the  company  you  keep.  The 
thing  is,  the  more  people  who  know  a 
crossdresser,  the  easier  it  is  for  all  of 
us.  When  your  family  and  friends  can 
say  upon  hearing  about  someone  else, 
“Yeah,  I know  this  guy,  and  he's  a 
crossdresser  and  he’s  really  cool,”  then 
someone  is  receiving  serious  help. 
Someone  is  getting  serious  support. 

Maybe  you  can’t  go  to  work 


crossdressed.  Maybe  you  can't  go  to 
your  niece’s  wedding  in  a gown.  I can 
do  the  first,  but  not  the  second. 

That’s  life.  As  a crossdresser  I am  able 
to  make  compromises,  to  live  with 
what  I can  get  and  be  satisfied.  Were 
I transsexual,  that  would  not  be  an 
option — it  would  be  the  whole  thing 
or  die.  But  I’m  lucky,  I can  take  what 
1 can  get  and  be  happy.  But  never 
forget  that  everyone  who  knows  you 
crossdress  makes  life  easier  for  every 
other  crossdresser.  Every  time  the 
person  to  whom  you  came  out  says, 
Oh,  yeah,  I know  a guy  who  does 
that,  then  you  are  materially  helping 
the  transgender  cause.  If,  by  the  way, 
you  need  help  arguing  about  gender 
diversity  you  might  go  to 
Amazon.com  and  get  a copy  of  How 
to  Win  an  Argument  - 3rd  edition  by 
me,  Michael  A.  Gilbert.  [Yeah,  that 
was  a blatant  plug.] 

OK,  so  you  really,  really  can’t  do 
that.  It  will  mean  the  end  of  your 
marriage,  your  life,  your  career,  the 
universe.  OK.  Honestly,  1 understand. 
Really.  But  that  can’t  stop  you  from 
finding  one  hundred  bucks  a year  to 
give  to  T causes.  It  can’t  stop  you 
from  buying  a money  order  and 
sending  some  dollars  to  the  IFGE 
and  to  GenderPac  and  to  the  Fantasia 
Fair  Scholarship  Fund.  It  also  can’t 
stop  you  from  not  laughing  at  jokes 
about  crossdressers  and,  for  that 
matter,  gays  and  lesbians.  You  can 
also  write  some  letters  - use  your 
postal  box  address,  and  you’re  pro- 
tected. Get  a Gmail  account  and  send 
email  to  legislators.  If  crossdressers 
are  going  to  be  taken  seriously  as 
members  of  the  Transgender  world, 
then  we  have  to  be  good  citizens.  You 
think  you  can’t  help,  but  you  can. 

You  just  have  to  want  to.  W 

I enjoy  hearing  from  you. 

Please  write  me  at  Miqqi@ifge.org. 


• TAPESTRY  *114  17 


M 


>11111  j 


Celebrating  Gender  Diversity  For  Over  30  Years 
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"Nobody  Does  Ptown  Like  Fantasia  Fair!" 

Dozens  of  Workshops  ~ Outstanding  Presenters 
Daily  Keynote  Addresses  ~ Couples  and  SO  Sessions 
Welcoming  Reception  ~ Two  Formal  Banquets 
Fashion  Show  ~ Daily  Luncheons  ~ Talent  Show 
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Johnny  Science 
FTM  Pioneer 
Remembered 

Johnny  Science,  a pioneer  of  the 
FemaleToMale  movement  died  on 
December,  14,  2007  in  New  York 
City.  In  more  recent  years  Johnny 
lived  a private  life.  But  we  cannot 
forget  his  great  contribution  to  trans- 
gender culture.  He  accomplished  a 
lot.  Johnny  was  an  artist  and  a show- 
man whose  ideas  and  inventions  had 
far-reaching  effects.  His  collabora- 
tions were  influential  in  the  careers 
of  others.  Here,  three  of  his  dear 
friends  and  colleagues:  trans  advocate 
and  psychologist  Dr.  Katherince 
Rachlin,  performance  artist  Diane 
Torr,  and  sex  worker  turned  artist  / 
sexologist  Annie  Sprinkle  Ph.d, 
share  their  reminiscences  of  Johnny 
Science  and  in  so  doing  contribute 
more  threads  to  the  tapestry  that  is 
transgender  history.  — Veronica  Vera 


Obituary 

by  Kit  Rachlin 

Johnny  Science  was  born  in 
Englewood  New  Jersey  on  January 
13,  1955  to  parents  who  nurtured  his 
artistic  talent  and  his  original  nature. 
He  was  raised  to  be  an  artist  and  a 
musician  and  that  was  his  identity 
above  all  else.  He  had  star  quality  as  a 
performer  and  his  band,  Science  was 
still  rocking  when  he  began  transi- 
tion in  1986.  They  had  been  one  of 
the  house  bands  for  the  renowned 
New  York  City  club  Max’s  Kansas 
City.  In  early  transition  lohnny  was  a 
shining  beacon  as  he  put  himself  out 
for  other  transmen  to  find.  As  John 
Armstrong,  he  began  the  F2M 
Fraternity,  the  first  support  group  to 
meet  in  New  York  City  for  “female- 


to-male  transsexuals,  female-to-male 
crossdressers,  their  partners,  and 
friends.”  He  published  Rites  of 
Passage  F2M  Newsletter  as  part  of 
the  effort  to  create  an  information 
and  support  network.  He  coproduced 
and  scored  and  performed  in  the 
video  “Linda  / Les  & Annie  The  First 
F2M  Love  Story.”  What  might  be 
classified  as  “docuporn”  today,  was  a 
loving  exploration  of  the  relationship 
between  transman,  Les  Nichols  and 
his  girlfriend,  multi-media  artist, 
Annie  Sprinkle. 

Johnny  developed  “male-make- 
over techniques  which  he  used  to 
develop  a “drag  king  workshop”  as 
the  makeup  artist  John  Grant.  He 
organized  the  first  Drag  King  Ball  in 
1992,  and  founded  The  Drag  King 
Club:  “A  social  group  for  women 
who  enjoy  cross-dressing,”  and  had  a 
cable  TV  show  on  Manhattan 
Neighborhood  Network  called  “That 
Show!  With  Johnny  Science.”  It  ran 
from  1993-1998  and  many  of  the 
leading  drag  kings  of  the  1990's  were 
his  guests. 

Johnny  reinvented  himself  many 
times  in  his  life.  He  left  the  trans  and 
drag  king  communities  and  went 
stealth.  He  did  like  hearing  news  of 
the  trans  community  and  expressed 
regret  that  he  could  not  participate. 
He  kept  his  old  friends  and  was  clear 
that  the  only  reason  he  denied  his 
past  was  because  he  believed  that  he 
would  not  be  accepted  as  a man  if  it 
was  known.  He  spent  years  living  as  a 
gay  man  in  New  York  City’s  leather 
community.  He  founded  a group  for 
senior  gay  men  and  the  young  men 
who  love  them.  For  the  last  eleven 
years  (or  more)  he  had  a loving  rela- 
tionship with  a partner  who  was 
devoted  to  him  until  the  end.  His 
partner  is  a gay  man  who  is  not  “out” 
about  Johnny’s  history  and  so  will 
remain  anonymous.  But  I have  seen 
him  and  he  continues  to  grieve  for 


his  Boy.  Johnny  suffered  from  many 
severe  health  problems  over  the  last 
ten  years  and  finally  died  of  heart 
failure  in  December,  one  month  shy 
of  his  53rd  birthday. 

Remembered  by 
Kit  Rachlin 

My  life  was  forever  changed  by 
Johnny  Science.  I spend  every  day 
working  with  transgender  people  and 
working  towards  transgender  rights. 

I do  that  because  I met  Johnny  in 
1985.  He  was  just  considering  transi- 
tion when  we  met  and  he  confided  in 
me  because  I was  working  on  a 
degree  in  psychology.  There  were  no 
community  resources  specifically  for 
FTM’s  in  New  York  City  then  and 
Johnny  did  what  he  could  to  find 
other  men  like  himself.  Without  the 
internet,  the  biggest  voice  he  could 
think  of  was  using  the  Howard  Stern 
radio  show  to  get  the  word  out.  He 
also  wrote  to  Lou  Sullivan,  Rupert 
Raj,  Mario  Martinez,  and  other  lead- 
ers accross  the  country.  He  did  find 
contacts  in  NYC  and  used  my  apart- 
ment for  the  early  support  group 
meetings.  As  the  host  of  the  meeting 
I was  there  as  a friend  so  that  by  the 
time  I became  a clinical  psychologist 
many  years  later  I had  known  hun- 
dreds of  transgender  people  and 
their  partners  and  could  become  a 
therapist  with  experience  that  was 
unavailable  to  other  therapists. 

Johnny  was  one  of  my  closest 
friends  for  many  years.  He  had  a 
spark  of  creative  genius  that  is  visible 
in  his  art  and  music.  I have  many 
boxes  full  of  his  art  work  and  history. 
If  researchers  are  interested  in  him 
and  his  life  they  may  contact  me. 

Katherine  / Kit  Rachlin,  Ph.D.  is  a psychologist 
in  private  practice  in  New  York  City.  In  addi- 
tion to  her  work  as  a therapist,  she  also  a 
conducts  transpositive  research,  delivers  train- 
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ings  on  transgender  issues,  provides  supervi- 
sion for  psychotherapists,  and  gives  expert 
testimony  in  transgender  civil  rights  cases. 
She  has  served  on  the  board  of  directors  of 
FTM  International  and  is  currently  a member 
of  the  board  of  directors  of  WPATH/HBICDA. 


Remembered  by 
Diane  Torr 

I met  Johnny  Science  when  he  was 
performing  as  Suzie  Science  in  the 
band,  “Science”  at  the  W.O.W. 
(Women’s  One  World)  cafe  in  the 
East  Village  in  the  early  80s. 

I remember  being  intrigued  and 
excited  by  the  original  music  and 
songs,  and  by  the  boisterous  charis- 
ma of  the  lead  singer’s  performance. 
A few  years  later,  in  April  1989, 1 met 
the  lead  singer  again.  This  time  he 
had  become  Johnny  Science,  and  he 
was  being  interviewed  by  Annie 
Sprinkle  for  an  article  she  was  writ- 
ing for  “Adam”  magazine.  As  I was 
well-known  at  that  time  as  a down- 
town performance  artist  who  cross- 
dressed  as  a man,  Annie  used  before 
and  after  photographs  of  me  as  an 
example  of  female  to  male  transfor- 
mation. Johnny  did  an  excellent 
make-up  job  on  me  - giving  me  a 
stylish  moustache  and  sideburns,  and 
five  o’  clock  shadow.  After  the  photo- 
shoot, I had  such  a strong  sense  of  a 
male  identity,  that  I went  out  to  the 
streets  of  New  York,  and  to  an  open- 
ing at  the  Whitney  Museum,  and 
managed  to  convincingly  pass  as  a 
man!  I had  been  teaching  “Gender  as 
Performance”  classes  in  various  col- 
leges and  art  schools  before  this 
encounter  with  Johnny,  and  I then 
became  aware  of  the  importance  of 
facial  hair,  etc.  as  an  aid  to  develop- 
ing a male  identity.  Johnny  was 
teaching  “Drag  King  Workshops”  as 
he  called  them  (I  believe  Johnny  was 
the  first  person  to  use  the  term  “drag 
king”),  and  we  agreed  to  collaborate 
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on  teaching  these  workshops,  which 
began  at  the  Sprinkle  Salon.  Johnny 
did  the  make-up,  and  individual 
make-overs.  Then,  by  using  specific 
movement,  gesture  and  character 
development  techniques,  I trained 
the  female  workshop  participants  in 
developing  their  male  personas. 

These  workshops  became  very  popu- 
lar, and  we  taught  several  in 
Manhattan  and  also  at  the  ICA, 
Boston,  as  part  of  the  Dress  Codes 
show  in  1993,  and  later  with  faculty 
of  Simmons  College.  We  also  trav- 
elled to  Chicago  and  taught  the  Drag 
King  workshop  at  New  Langton  Arts, 
where  I was  also  performing.  Then  in 
1995  to  the  “genders  that  be” 
Conference  at  Intermedia, 
Minneapolis.  In  November  1994, 
Johnny  and  I were  invited  to  give  our 
first  Drag  King  Workshop  in  Europe 
- at  the  Melkweg,  Amsterdam.  In 
applying  for  a US  Passport,  in  order 
to  go  to  Amsterdam,  Johnny  was  pro- 
nounced “male”  despite  the  evidence 
of  his  birth  certificate,  and  this  gave 
him  untold  joy.  Over  the  years, 
Johnny  and  I appeared  on  several 
talk  shows,  including  Phil  Donahue 
(1991),  Jerry  Springer  (1993),  Montel 
Williams  (1995).  Both  of  us  had  a 
sense  of  urgency  about  the  need  to 
get  the  concept  of  “drag  king”  into 
the  mainstream,  and  we  were  thrilled 
to  hear  the  phrase  used  on  network 
TV,  as  just  another  phenomena.  The 
Drag  King  workshop  was  covered  in 
a BBC2  documentary  called  “Sex 
Acts”  in  March  1995.  Directed  by 
Richard  Dale,  the  workshop  footage 
was  thorough  and  respectful,  and 
there  followed  much  British  press 
coverage. 

Johnny  stopped  doing  the  Drag 
King  Workshops  with  me  shortly 
after  this,  in  order  to  further  extend 
his  energy  and  enthusiasm  to  the 
broader  New  York  FTM  fraternity 
that  he  was  a pioneering  part  of. 


Johnny  lived  by  his  own  rules  and 
followed  his  own  inclinations,  and  he 
was  bold  and  fun-loving  and  creative. 
I greatly  appreciate  having  had  his 
friendship  and  I will  remember  him 
with  much  mirth  and  admiration. 
What  a guy! 

Diane  Torr  is  an  interdisciplinary  artist,  with  a 
background  in  dance,  theatre,  martial  arts, 
music  and  film  / video,  and  an  MFA  from 
Bard  College.  She  has  created  over  thirty 
evening  length  performances  and  several 
cabarets,  many  with  the  theme  of  cross-dress- 
ing— the  most  popular  of  which — DRAG 
KINGS  AND  SUBJECTS(1995),  continues  to 
tour  to  festivals  and  venues  across  North 
America  and  throughout  Europe.  She  devel- 
oped her  career  in  New  York  over  a 25  year 
period,  and  has  received  art  funding  from 
NYSCA,  Artists  Space,  Jerome  Foundation,  Lila 
Wallace  Foundation,  Scottish  Arts  Council, 
among  others,  www.dianetorr.com 

Remembered  by 
Annie  Sprinkle 

The  first  time  I met  Johnny  he  was 
Suzie,  and  he  was  doing  an  outra- 
geous SM  'performance  art  piece’  at 
Plato’s  Retreat — the  popular 
Manhattan  swing  club,  circa  1986-7. 
He  seemed  to  be  a butch  lesbian, 
with  a beautiful  smile.  The  show 
involved  a woman  in  bondage,  buck- 
ets of  stage  blood,  a chainsaw  and 
some  very  loud  hardcore  punk 
music.  It  was  very  original  and  outra- 
geous for  its  time.  People  at  Plato’s 
were  a bit  aghast.  I thought  it  was 
great.  It  was  done  with  tongue  in  . . . 
well . . . cheek — and  great  enthusi- 
asm. Johnny  made  a lasting  first 
impression. 

A couple  years  later,  we  met 
again  and  she  had  become  a he  with 
a full  beard — now  “Johnny 
Armstrong”  and  the  first  F2M  I had 
ever  met.  Johnny  patiently  educated 
me  about  F2Ms.  He  did  that  for  lots 
of  people.  He  invited  me  to  his  F2M 
support  group/social,  held  at  his 
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beautiful  girlfriend,  Kit  Rachlin’s 
apartment.  It  was  UFTM 
Transsexuals,  Crossdressers,  and  their 
Partners  and  Friends” — a sweet  gath- 
ering of  interesting  and  diverse 
folks — a budding  community. 

Johnny  was  a charming  host  and 
made  everyone  feel  welcome  and 
accepted.  It  was  the  first  such  group 
in  New  York  City,  and  I believe  the 
first  on  the  east  coast. 

At  that  first  social  I started  a 
relationship  with  Les  Nichols,  an 
F2M  from  Boston.  A few  weeks  later, 
Johnny,  my  videographer  friend 
Albert  Jacomma  and  I decided  to  co- 
direct a docudrama  about  Les 
Nichols.  It  was  called  Linda  / Les  & 
Annie — the  first  Female-to-Male 
Transsexual  Love  Story.  Made  in 
1989  today  it’s  considered  to  be  the 
first  ever  F2M  sexually  explicit  film 
made.  Johnny  threw  himself  into  the 
project.  He  wrote  and  sang  original 
music  for  the  film,  and  we  spent 


many  enjoyable  nights  together  in 
the  editing  studio.  Johnny  had  the 
spirit  of  an  artist  plus  a sex  and  gen- 
der educator.  He  had  a wicked  sense 
of  humor.  Johnny  was  ostracized  for 
doing  Linda  / Les  & Annie  by  some 
other  F2M  activists  because  it  was 
pretty  outrageous  for  its  time,  but 
Johnny  stayed  sex  positive,  and  out 
and  proud. 

Johnny  was  a leader  of  the  F2M 
community,  but  with  a laid  back 
style.  His  events  were  always  fun, 
everyone  had  a good  time.  He  gave 
people  permission  to  be  themselves, 
for  example,  Johnny  encouraged  me 
to  be  the  slutty  flirt  I was  - who  loved 
making  the  F2Ms  feel  like  sex  sym- 
bols. At  Johnny’s  innovative  Drag 
King  workshops  with  Diane  Torr, 
which  took  place  in  my  Manhattan 
apartment,  I was  encouraged  serve 
the  new  “boys”  beer  and  rub  my 
cleavage  in  their  faces.  It  was  a blast. 
I’d  venture  to  say  that  more  sexy  fun 


was  had  at  Johnny’s  F2M  groups  and 
workshops  than  any  others — yester- 
day and  today. 

A few  weeks  before  Johnny  died, 

I called  him  to  see  if  he  would  mind 
if  I put  Linda  / Les  & Annie  on  DVD 
for  posterity,  and  he  was  delighted. 
We  had  a great  chat  and  reminisced 
about  how  far  we  had  come.  Johnny 
had  struggled  a lot  in  his  life,  with 
society’s  gender  rules  and  laws,  with 
finances,  with  jobs,  health,  with  his 
day  to  day  survival  for  a long  time.  At 
last  he  seemed  genuinely  happy.  He 
was  crazy  about  his  boyfriend,  he 
had  enough  money,  he  had  health 
insurance,  didn’t  have  to  work,  and 
was  living  the  gay  life  of  a gay  man. 
Yeah,  Johnny  died  a happy  and  real- 
ized person.  His  was  a life  well- 
lived,  and  he  paved  the  way  for  more 
people  to  be  happy  in  their  lives.  W 

For  the  DVD  of  Linda  / Les  & Annie:  The  First 

Female  to  Male  Transsexual  Love  Story  go  to 
https://anniesprinlde.org/html/shoppe/index.htm 


Where  style  and  fit  matter. 
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781-862-61  70 
Christine@CCBecker.com 
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Article  by  Denise  Leclair  • Photography  by  Mariette  Pathy  Allen 


For  over  thirty  years  Transgender  Tapestry  has  traveled 
the  world  to  bring  you  stories  from  strange  and  exotic 
lands.  There  are  transgender  people  in  every  country  and 
society,  and  it  is  our  mission  to  bring  them  all  into  your 
living  room. 

For  this  story  I traveled  with  our  renowned  photogra- 
pher, Mariette  Pathy  Allen,  to  the  mist  shrouded  shores 
of  Lake  Erie,  in  the  mythical  land  of  Pennsylvania.  We 
went  to  report  on  the  fabled  Erie  Gala,  an  event  of  which 
we  had  only  heard  legends. 

Much  to  our  surprise,  we  did  not  need  a sherpa  to 
guide  us  through  the  treacherous  mountain  passes;  we 
were  able  to  obtain  commercial  air  transport.  The  natives 
greeted  us  warmly  when  we  arrived  and  then  took  us  to 
meet  their  Queen,  Bethany  Myers,  who  was  holding  court 
in  the  registration  area  in  room  213  of  the  hotel. 

We  discovered  that  the  Erie  Gala  is  an  annual  event 
held  by  the  Erie  Sisters  every  November  for  the  past 
9 years  in  Erie,  Pennsylvania.  Unlike  most  conferences, 
there  were  no  seminars  to  attend.  The  Gala  is  a different 
kind  of  event:  less  like  school,  more  like  spring  break. 

Yes  class,  there  will  be  no  quiz  later! 

From  beginning  to  end,  the  Gala  is  a social  event.  It  is 
a time  to  gather  with  your  friends,  eat  good  food,  tell  bad 
stories,  and  dance  with  Elvis.  Oh  yeah,  the  Canadian  beer 
is  not  bad  either! 

I have  to  admit  it  is  a bit  refreshing,  if  somewhat  dis- 
orienting, for  me  to  go  to  a transgender  event  that  does 
not  have  some  element  of  work  involved.  About  this,  the 
leaders  of  the  event  are  quite  adamant!  When  Mariette 
offered  to  give  a presentation  of  her  photography,  they 
wanted  to  know  if  it  was  supposed  to  be  educational. 
Mariette  persuaded  them  that  it  would  be  strictly  enter- 
taining— and  it  was. 

The  Gala  wasn’t  just  about  sitting  around  looking 
fabulous,  however.  There  were  shopping  trips,  as  well  as  a 
tour  of  the  Marx  Train  museum  and  the  General  Electric 
railroad  plant  - plenty  of  things  to  keep  you  busy. 

As  it  turns  out,  we  weren't  the  only  foreigners  in  this 
land.The  inspired  economic  policies  of  our  current 
administration  have  resulted  in  such  a large  drop  in  the 
value  of  our  money  that  bargain-hunting  Canadians  were 
coming  down  by  the  busload  to  take  advantage  of  our  dis- 
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tressed  currency. 

Since  apparel  is  also  tax-free  in 
Pennsylvania,  Erie  has  now  become  a 
perpetual  clearance  sale  to  hordes  of 
Canadian  shoppers.  Many  of  these 
intrepid  hunter-gatherers  were 
camped  at  the  hotel  where  the  Gala 
was  held,  and  in  fact  it  had  become 
an  annual  pilgrimage  for  one  tribe. 

I was  in  store  for  another  sur- 
prise on  Saturday  night  when  I heard 
rhythmic  drumming  and  the  unmis- 
takable sound  of  a primitive  stringed 
instrument.  My  ears  led  me  to  the 
Grand  Ballroom  where  I witnessed 
the  band  “Rebel  Girl”  aggressively 
warming  up.  They  turned  out  to  be 
highly  energetic  entertainment  for  a 
very  laid  back  crowd.  Actually,  I 
should  say,  they  rocked! 

In  fact,  I could  not  resist  barter- 
ing for  a Rebel  Girl  CD,  and  a DVD 
of  their  music  video.  Upon  returning 
home,  I turned  these  artifacts  over  to 
our  musicology  department  for  fur- 
ther research.  The  in-depth  analysis 
appears  on  page  25  of  this  issue. 

All  in  all,  The  Erie  Sisters  know 
how  to  throw  a party.  We  met  won- 
derful people,  explored  mysterious 
lands,  and  heard  great  music;  what 
more  could  anyone  ask  for?  If  you 
have  some  time  next  November, 
check  it  out  for  yourself.  Find  out 
more  at  www.eriesisters.org.  W 
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My  Journey  from 
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REBEL  GIRL  is  less 
CIRCLE  JERKS 
and  more  like  a 
powerful  updated 
JOSIE  AND  THE 
PUSSYCATS  . . . 
with  attitude  and 
strap-ons!! 


GREEN  DAY  and  THE  OFFSPRING. 
Look  like  a bad  ass,  but  play  with 
enough  harmony  and  melody  to 
make  the  Hair  Metal  bands  sound  as 
heavy  as  the  Norwegian  Black  Metal 
bands.  It’s  just  not  real  punk.  I was 
there  in  77, 1 know  better. 

That  brings  us  to  the  release  from 
Ohio  based  trio  REBEL  GIRL  who  in 
their  MySpace  Profile  use  the  dreaded 
word  “Punk”  in  describing  their 
sound.  Fashionably,  yeah  ...  I can  see 
that  but  that  is  what  I was  saying 
above.  Musically?  No.  Not  in  the  least. 
In  their  case,  the  word  “Punk”  is  com- 
pletely not  needed  and  in  fact  from  a 
marketing  standpoint  (been  in  the 
business  since  1979,  people)  it  may  be 
more  of  a hindrance  then  a benefactor 
as  plainly  put,  REBEL  GIRL  don’t 
need  the  association  with  the  term. 
Musically  they  are  miles  above  the 
restrictions  of  “Punk”  and  quite 
frankly  would  do  themselves  a favor 
to  distance  themselves  from  the 
MTV  created  l90’s  concept  of  the 
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“Old  Enough  To  Know  Better,  Too 
Young  To  Care” — Kuhel  Music 


Review  by  Randi  Elise  Brittaen 


Awhile  back  in  another  publica- 
tion I explained  that  Punk, 
REAL  PUNK  would  never,  ever  be  a 
selling  point  in  the  American  music 
market  and  I remain  correct  in  that 
assessment.  The  mainstream  would 
never  be  ready  for  such  bold  faced 
effrontery  as  put  forth  by  THE  SEX 
PISTOLS,  THE  DAMNED,  THE 
CLASH  (before  they  became  corpo- 
rate whores),  or  even  any  of  the  true 
American  Punk  bands  like  THE 
DEAD  KENNEDYS,  BLACK  FLAG 
or  the  like.  It  became  watered 
down  and  embraced  more  fashion 
than  socio  political  politics  and 
through  that  it  became  more  of 
the  Power  Pop  / Punk  that  rose  up 
in  the  mid  nineties  with  the  likes  of 
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term  and  break  away  from  every  other 
faux  “Punk”  band  plowing  the 
GREEN  DAY  field  and  stand  out  on 
their  own.  They  have  everything  right 
there  to  succeed. 

In  the  CD  “Old  Enough  To  Know 
Better,  Too  Young  To  Care”  they  have 
crafted  a great  little  slab  of  music  that 
definitely  fits  the  bill  of  driving  up  the 
road  on  a sunny  day  and  the  volume 
up  to  agony.  Twelve  little  gems  that 
again  lean  more  to  the  Power  Pop  side 
of  things  and  clearly  mark  the  band  as 
refreshing  and  unique.  You  basically 
can  take  ANY  of  the  CD’s  songs  and 
come  up  with  a major  radio  hit  in 
America  and  the  fact  that  the  band 
put  this  out  themselves  is  simply 
another  indictment  of  the  inept 
major  labels  not  knowing  what 
is  really  out  there  and  serving 
you  up  the  latest  imbecile  from 
AMERICAN  IDOL. 

“U  Got  It”,  “Tie  Me  Off”, 
“Tragedy”,  “I  Need  You”, 

“Animal”,  “Angry”  . . . where  do 
you  want  to  start??  Any  of  these 
tracks  has  the  ability  to  knock 
you  on  yer  arse  and  leave  you 
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wanting  the  pleasure  of  it  again 
and  again.  This  is  a great 
sounding  CD  and  filler  con- 
tent is  non  existent.  Partially 
produced  Jani  Lane  (of  WAR- 
RANT?? . . . what  was  I say- 
ing about  Hair  Metal  bands 
harmony  and  melody  . . ??) 

The  band  has  delivered  a 
brilliant  collection  of 
songs  that  you  simply 
must  throw  the  cash 
down  for  and  stand  against 
the  rubbish  from  the  major  labels. 
Yeah,  this  is  REALLY  that  good. 

Consisting  of  Rose  Kuhel  - gui- 
tar / vocals,  Danielle  Zilke  - bass  / 
vocals,  and  Holly  Manning  - 
drums  / vocals,  REBEL  GIRL  is  less 
CIRCLE  JERKS  and  more  like  a pow- 
erful updated  JOSIE  AND  THE 
PUSSYCATS  . . . with  attitude  and 
strap-ons!!  Not  a dig  at  all,  this  band 
is  highly  entertaining  and  in  serious 
need  of  major  and  major  label  atten- 
tion. If  I may  say  however,  It  might 
help  to  not  send  out  the  DVD  of  a 
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gazillion  performances  of  the  song 
“Tragedy.”  Nothing  wrong  with  the 
song  but  most  A&R  monkeys  will 
just  disregard  your  press  kit  if  they 
feel  they  are  getting  the  same  thing 
over  and  over.  Pick  the  best  live  per- 
formance and  the  commercial  video 
and  compile  that  with  the  other 
tracks  done  live  and  it  might  be  bet- 
ter. Just  a thought. 

Now  since  I am  writing  this  for 
what  might  be  called  an  “alternative” 
lifestyle  magazine,  you  are  probably 
wondering  why  I have  made  no  refer- 
ence to  gender  or  orientation  and  the 
reason  for  that  is  quite  simply  really, 
WHO  THE  BLOODY  HELL  CARES! 
There  is  more  than  enough  in  the 
mag  for  the  socio  political  of  you  or 
those  in  here  for  the  fashion  but  for 
somebody’s  sake,  put  it  all  aside  for  a 
minute  and  just  have  some  fun  and  a 
good  time!!  Open  up  whatever  ya 
got,  purse,  wallet . . . whatever 
and  grab  a copy  of  “Old  Enough 
To  Know  Better,  Too  Young  To 
Care”  from  REBEL  GIRL. 
Defiant  as  Punk??  No  . . . but 
defiant  to  the  boredom  of  the 
status  quo  shoveled  out  from 
the  major  labels??  Oh  yes . . . yes 
indeed  . . . more  please  ...  JT 
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LANA  LITVAK 
THE  CONSULTANT 

A Serial  Novella 
Episode  Two 


by  Cheryl  Costa 


Copyright  2007  Cheryl  Ann  Costa  — All  Rights  Reserved 

January  1991 
Voice  Mail  Hell 

Scruffy  woke  me  up  promptly  at  6am 
with  a wet  sloppy  tongue  to  the  face. 
Of  course  my  alarm  clock  functioning 
as  a redundant  backup  rang  at 
6:15am  while  I was  in  the  shower. 
Thirty  minutes  later,  I was  dressed, 
made-up,  and  out  the  door  to  work. 

My  morning  as  an  in-house  IT 
consultant  at  Vintage  Dynamics  was 
the  usual  challenge.  I spend  the  bet- 
ter part  of  the  morning  trying  to 
assess  the  feasibility  of  interfacing 
some  PC  application  to  some  Profs 
messaging  application  made  by  Big 
Blue.  While  the  customer  simply 
wanted  me  to  just  drop  by  and  do  it, 

I spent  my  time  trying  to  understand 
the  degree  of  functionality  that  the 
client  was  asking  for.  In  the  end  I told 
him  it  would  take  $5K  and  three 
months  effort  to  do  the  job.  This  was 
my  boss’s  short  hand  for  “we  don’t 
want  to  do  this  piddly  pain  in  the  ass 
task.”  Over  lunch  I let  the  customer 
decide  with  their  boss  if  they  wanted 
to  spend  to  the  funds  to  do  this  inter- 
face. 


I checked  my  office  and  at  home 
voice  mail  and  there  was  nothing 
from  Detective  Preston.  I know  how 
unreliable  voice  mail  can  be  and  how 
easy  it  is  to  nuke  a message  before 
your  write  down  the  info.  So  I called 
the  fine  folks  at  NYPD  again  and 
asked  to  be  transferred  to  Detective 
Preston’s  voice  mail  box;  where  I left 
another  message  with  all  my  contact 
numbers  and  my  willingness  to  assist 
the  effort. 

In  the  afternoon  my  boss  called 
me  and  told  me  that  the  client  I had 
been  working  for  all  morning  had 
asked  for  another  consultant.  The 
boss  explained  that  the  client  wasn’t 
comfortable  with  me  as  a consultant 
and  wanted  someone  with  better 
judgment.  Fortunately  my  boss 
understood  the  code  that  this  partic- 
ular client  was  saying. 

“I  have  heard  the  Lana  changed 
her  gender,  I think  that  is  insane  so  I 
don’t  trust  her  judgment.” 

My  boss  retaliated  by  sending 
the  client  our  most  junior  consultant 
who  was  totally  perplexed  by  the 
interface  problem.  I spent  the  after- 
noon imaging  new  workstations  in  a 
quiet  warehouse  space  where  I could 
play  my  cassette  player. 

By  quitting  time,  I again  checked 
my  voice  mail  and  still  there  was  no 
response  from  NYPD.  I continued 
this  routine  of  leaving  messages  and 
checking  my  messages  with  no 
response  for  the  rest  of  the  week. 

Talk  about  an  exercise  in  frustration. 

Then  on  Monday  evening  of  the 
following  week,  I received  a call  at 
home,  “Good  evening  this  is  Detective 
James  Preston  with  the  New  York 
Police  Department.  Sorry  it’s  taken  a 
few  days  to  get  back  to  you.” 

I played  it  low  profile  and  let  him 
do  most  the  talking. 

“How  can  I help  you  Detective?” 

“Miss  Litvak  did  you  know  Ted 
Littell  also  so  known  as  Zoe?” 

“No,  I’m  not  familiar  with  her. 

She  wasn’t  a member  of  our  support 
group  while  I was  in  charge.” 

There  was  a long  pause  at  the 
other  end  then  Preston  spoke  again. 

“Miss  Litvak,  I need  your  help. 


Shannon  Dawson  told  me  you  are  a 
bit  of  an  expert  when  it  comes  to 
these  dress  up  types.” 

“Well  Shannon  is  most  kind  to 
think  so,  if  I’m  an  expert  it’s  because 
I’ve  known  a lot  of  them  in  the  past 
fifteen  years  or  so.” 

“What  can  you  share  with  me?” 

I thought  for  a long  moment, 
what  was  this  guy  looking  for? 

“Detective  I’m  puzzled  why  you 
are  asking  me  for  information,  you’re 
a seasoned  NYPD  officer,  I would’ve 
thought  you  know  or  have  known  all 
sorts  of  crossdressers  and  queens  on 
the  beat  in  Manhattan.” 

I heard  a groan, 

“Miss  Litvak...” 

I interrupted  him  and  made  an 
effort  to  make  this  call  less  formal, 
“Please  call  me  Lana.” 

“Ok,  Lana,  do  you  know  anything 
about  Barrett  City,  New  York?” 

“Yes  it’s  just  down  the  highway 
from  Binghamton.” 

“Are  you  familiar  with  Medical 
Dynamics  Corporation?” 

“Yes  if  memory  serves  correctly 
they’re  one  of  those  high  tech  bio 
medical  research  firms,  part  of  the 
consortium  who  are  trying  to  map 
the  human  gnome.” 

Preston  seemed  to  perk  up, 
“Correct,” 

He  paused  it  sounded  like  he  was 
taking  a drag  on  a cigarette,  then  he 
continued, 

“What  I’m  going  to  tell  you,  is 
police  business  and  so  far  the  press 
hasn’t  gotten  a hold  of  this  informa- 
tion, this  is  for  your  ears  only,  under- 
stand?” 

“Yes  I understand.” 

“Ok,  Ted  Littell  was  a senior 
manager  at  that  company.  His  wife 
last  saw  him  on  New  Years  Eve  night. 
He  left  his  home  in  Barrett  City  wear- 
ing a dress  under  a trench  coat.  That 
was  the  last  time  she  says  she  saw 
him.” 

“When  did  they  find  him?” 

“He  was  listed  by  his  wife  as 
missing  on  New  Years  Eve  day  in  the 
evening.  His  body  was  found  in  the 
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trunk  of  a stolen  Ford  Taurus  in  the 
dock  area  of  Manhattan  on  the  third 
of  January.” 

“Shannon  mentioned  he  was 
found  wearing  women’s  clothes.” 

“Yes,  but  not  the  clothes  he  sup- 
posedly left  the  house  in.  He  was 
found  stuffed  in  a sleeping  bag  wear- 
ing eight  inch  heels  and  the  type  of 
black  lacy  and  racy  stuff  you  might 
find  in  a Fredrick’s  of  Hollywood  cat- 
alog.” 

All  I could  think  was  what  did 
this  poor  guy  get  himself  mixed  up 
with?  Again  I asked  Preston  how  he 
thought  I could  help. 

“Lana,  if  I was  dealing  with  some- 
thing like  this  with  someone  in  New 
York  City  the  story  might  be  related 
to  a sex  worker,  drugs  or  both.” 

“I  still  could  be,”  I remarked. 

“I  agree  and  believe  me  all  possi- 
bilities are  on  the  table.  The  trouble 
is  we’re  dealing  with  a thirty-eight 
year  old  Harvard  Alumni  and  an 
executive  vice  president  of  a major 
Bio  tech  company,  we’ve  got  to  come 
up  with  something  better  than  the 
same  old  story,  if  you  get  my  mean- 
ing.” 

I knew  exactly  what  he  was  say- 
ing, had  this  been  some  down  on 
their  luck  street  tranny  or  cross- 
dresser  found  dead  the  whole  thing 
might  have  been  more  easily  written 
off  and  forgotten.  Again  I was  per- 
plexed about  what  he  thought  I could 
do  for  him. 

“Lana,  I need  your  help.  Shannon 
told  me  you  had  a sex  change  and 
that  you  work  for  a high  tech  com- 
puter firm.” 

“Yes,  that’s  correct.” 

“She  also  said  that  you  founded 
that  Butterfly  organization  a long 
time  ago.” 

“Yes  I did.” 

“She  says  you’re  an  expert  on 
these  gender  topics,  she  says  you’re  a 
pretty  smart  cookie...” 

I interrupted  him, 

“I  still  don’t  understand  what 
you  think  I can  do  for  you.” 

“Look  Lana  we’ve  got  nothing, 
none  of  it  makes  any  sense.  I need  to 


understand  this  guy  and  I think  you 
can  get  into  his  head.  You  must  have 
an  idea  how  this  guy  thinks.” 

“Perhaps,  perhaps  not,  you  need 
to  be  a bit  cautious.  I’ve  never  met 
him,  my  knowledge  would  be  based 
on  common  traits  which  I’ve 
observed  with  the  average  cross- 
dresser  over  the  years  and  none  of  it 
may  apply  to  him.” 

Preston  jumped  on  that  com- 
ment, 

“Anything  will  help.” 

I thought  for  a couple  of 
moments  I could  hear  the  distinctive 
click  of  a Zippo  lighter  and  the  long 
sound  of  a drag  over  the  phone. 

“Detective,  I’m  going  to  need  you 
to  tell  me  certain  things  you  might 
already  know  about  him  or  get  cer- 
tain information,  if  I give  you  the 
questions.” 

I heard  him  take  another  drag, 

“Ok  like  what? 

“Well  you  indicated  that  his  wife 
last  saw  him  leaving  the  house  in  a 
dress  covered  by  a trench  coat.  So  is 
she  supportive  of  his  crossdressing?” 

“I  don’t  know,  she  acted  uncom- 
fortable talking  about  it.” 

“That’s  not  uncommon.  Many 
spouses,  especially  wives  think  they 
have  this  big  embarrassing  secret. 
Are  they  a religious  family?  If  so 
what  are  they?” 

“She  says  they’re  Roman 
Catholic...” 

“Jeepers,  Catholic  wives  are  the 
worst.” 

Preston  began  laughing, 

“Why  do  you  say  that?” 

“All  too  often  they  think  that 
because  their  husband  likes  to  cross 
dress  they  somehow  think  that 
makes  them  a lesbian.  It  can  bring 
out  some  pretty  violent  emotions.” 

I had  no  more  said  it  and  I wish  I 
hadn’t,  Preston  didn’t  say  a thing  for 
a moment  then  simply  said, 

“Continue  that  thought.” 

“Ok  look  at  it  this  way  families 
get  very  emotional  about  the  revela- 
tion that  somebody  like  a husband 
and  father  is  a crossdresser,  some- 
times the  wives  get  upset  and 


instantly  jump  to  conclusions  and 
think  that  her  spouse  is  Gay  and 
wants  men  or  wants  to  have  a sex 
change.” 

“Well  in  my  mind  that  seems  logi- 
cal.” 

“Jim,  it’s  not  like  that.  The  drive 
to  be  gay  and  want  guys  is  one  thing 
and  the  drive  to  wear  women’s 
clothes  is  a complete  different  mat- 
ter. Likewise  the  need  to  have  a sex 
change  is  radically  different  from 
both  of  those.” 

“So  Lana,  who  are  we  looking 
for?” 

“Let’s  put  a couple  of  possibilities 
on  the  table  just  for  consideration, 
since  you  indicated  you  have  nothing. 
Ok,  qualify  something  for  me  how  did 
Ted  die?  What  was  the  cause  of 
death?” 

For  the  first  time  in  the  conver- 
sation, Preston  seemed  to  clam  up.  I 
spoke  again, 

“Look  I need  to  understand  this 
or  I’m  not  going  to  be  very  much 
help.” 

I heard  the  sound  of  Preston’s 
Zippo  over  the  receiver, 

“Ok  Lana,  as  I previously  cau- 
tioned you  this  is  inside  information, 
if  I read  about  it  I’ll  assume  you 
leaked  it.  Understand?” 

“You  have  my  word  on  this.” 

“Ok,  we  found  Littell  stuffed  in 
the  trunk  of  a Ford  Taurus  in  the 
dock  district,  the  body  was  stuffed  in 
a K-Mart  grade  sleeping  bag.” 

“OK.” 

“The  medical  examiner  said  it 
was  a single  9mm  contact  wound  to 
the  chest  that  killed  him.” 

“Contact  wound  to  the  chest,  was 
Ted  familiar  with  the  killer?” 

“We  would  have  though  so, 
except  for  the  other  bullet  wounds, 
all  27  of  them.” 

Preston  must  have  heard  me 
sucking  wind;  I was  shocked  to  hear 
this. 

“My  God,  that  sounds  like  a 
crime  of  passion  or  extreme  hate.” 

“Well  the  evidence  suggests  that. 
Any  thoughts?”  Preston  said  calmly. 

“Ok  a couple;  first  the  wife  is 
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obvious,  she  has  a motive.” 

“Spouses  are  always  people  of 
interest,  what  else  Lana?” 

“The  male  members  of  her  fami- 
ly, brothers  or  father,  if  she  shared 
his  nature  with  them  they  might 
have  decided  that  widows  benefits 
are  better  than  divorcees’  benefits.” 

Preston  laughed, 

“I  hadn’t  thought  of  it  that  way 
but  the  motive  is  duly  noted.  What 
else  is  on  your  mind?” 

“Jim  do  you  guys  have  a search 
warrant,  can  you  go  through  their 
house?” 

“Sure  but  what  are  we  looking 
for?  We  already  went  through  it  once 
looking  for  what  we  thought  made 
sense.  ” 

“I  think  it’s  important  to  estab- 
lish just  how  much  his  wife  was  into 
or  opposed  to  his  cross  dressing.  Was 
she  an  ally  and  supportive  and  per- 
haps helped  him  like  a little  sister? 

Or  did  she  want  it  banished  from  her 
eyes  and  never  wanted  to  see  it.” 

Preston  piped  up, 

“She  said  that  she  hated  his 
cross  dressing.  But  we  found 
women’s  clothes  in  his  size  in  his 
bedroom  closet.” 

I thought  to  myself  that  my  ex- 
wife  Lucrecia  would  never  have 
allowed  my  female  clothes  in  the 
common  closet.  I always  had  to  hang 
my  girl  clothes  elsewhere.  So  I point- 
ed out  the  inconsistency  right  there. 

“Jim,  why  does  a woman  who 
hates  his  cross  dressing  allow  the 
object  of  his  habit  in  their  common 
closet?  If  you  talk  to  her  ask  her  who 
purchased  the  clothes  and  why  are 
they  in  there?” 

“Ok  duly  noted.” 

“Something  else  crosses  my 
mind.  While  he  might  not  have  had 
contact  with  the  Butterflies,  he  made 
have  made  friends  in  the  Gay  com- 
munity in  Barrett  City  or  in  nearby 
Binghamton.  Or  perhaps  he  had  cor- 
respondences with  folks  he  found  in  a 
cross  dressing  magazine  or  a 
swingers  magazine  like  you  might 
buy  at  an  Adult  book  store.” 

Preston  began  laughing  at  that 


remark, 

“Am  I to  believe  that  a straight 
shooter  like  you  frequents  such 
places?” 

I coughed  a couple  of  times  obvi- 
ously a tad  embarrassed, 

“In  my  early  years,  when  I was 
seeking  information,  sometimes  the 
triple  XXX  book  stores  were  the  only 
places  where  you  could  find  out 
things.  These  days  there  are  better 
magazines  that  are  less  swinger  and 
far  less  trashy  toward  transsexual 
and  crossdressers.” 

Preston  popped  his  lighter  again 
at  the  other  end  then  asked, 

“So  these  correspondences  - do 
you  think  his  wife  knows  about 
them?” 

“I  doubt  it.  I think  like  many 
cross  dressers  he  had  a private  little 
world. 

“Explain  this  private  world.” 

I thought  hard  before  I spoke.  I 
didn’t  want  to  compromise  my  own 
life  while  trying  to  help  Preston  with 
his  investigation. 

“Jim,  what  we’re  dealing  with  is 
a thirty-eight  year  old  guy  with  a 
thirteen  or  sixteen  year  girl  inside 
him.” 

“Is  he  a split  personality?” 

“No,  just  a different  aspect  of  the 
same  person,  but  this  aspect  has 
drives  every  bit  as  powerful  as  the 
Ted  we  see  in  the  office  every  day  or 
at  home  with  his  family  or  while  he’s 
out  with  the  guys  at  a football  game.” 

Preston  seemed  confused  but  set- 
tled down,  then  asked, 

“Any  other  thoughts,  Lana?” 

“Yes  - Jim  when  you  searched 
the  house  did  you  find  his  or  rather 
Zoe’s  cache?” 

“What’s  that?” 

“It’s  a drawer  or  a tool  box  or  an 
army  foot  locker  or  and  old  steamer 
trunk  in  the  attic.  It’s  got  all  Zoe’s 
private  stuff  like  makeup,  jewelry, 
magazines  and  perhaps  correspon- 
dence if  she  had  them.” 

“Ok  we’ll  look  for  that.” 

“Jim  I suspect  she  had  a post 
office  box.” 


“No  we  checked,  he  didn’t  have 
one  in  Barrett  City.” 

“If  he  followed  pattern  and  was 
stealthy  about  it,  he’ll  have  a PO  box 
in  another  post  office  away  from  his 
home  area.” 

“Why?” 

“No  chance  of  his  private  mail 
accidentally  being  sent  to  his  home 
by  mistake.” 

I hear  the  rustle  of  paper  and 
Preston  mumbling  as  if  he  was  taking 
notes  so  I continued  my  line  of  think- 
ing. 

“When  I had  a secret  PO  Box,  I 
purchased  it  in  a small  substation 
mail  office  one  with  a clearly  differ- 
ent zip  code.  In  fact  I purchased  at  a 
Post  Office  on  the  route  I took  to 
work.” 

“But  Littell  lived  in  Barrett  city 
and  worked  there  too.” 

“Then  I would  look  at  sub  sta- 
tions that  border  all  the  way  around 
Barrett  City,  perhaps  he  had  a 
Saturday  routine  of  golfing  or  going 
to  a favorite  diner  or  something.  But 
Jim  I assure  you  he  has  a private 
mail  box  some  place  around  there  to 
get  correspondence  or  perhaps  order 
women’s  thing  mail  order  since  she 
was  most  likely  too  timid  to  go  into  a 
store  and  buy  it.” 

Preston  broke  in, 

“Maybe  his  wife  bought  his 
clothes.” 

“I  doubt  it  if  she’s  not  into  it. 
That’s  why  I questioned  the  women’s 
clothes  in  their  common  closet,  it 
doesn’t  make  sense.” 

Then  I had  a flash  of  inspiration. 

“Detective  do  you  have  a woman 
on  your  investigative  team?” 

“Yes,  her  name  is  Jessica.  Why?” 

I thought  for  a moment  gathered 
my  thoughts  then  made  my  request. 

“Jim  when  you  guys  are  at  the 
house  executing  the  search  warrant, 
you  might  have  the  forensic  team 
take  all  the  clothes  that  are  his 
female  ones  back  to  the  lab  and  do 
your  forensic  stuff  on  them.  But  have 
Jessica  or  the  lab  folks  look  at  all  the 
brands  of  the  outfits  - it  should  be 
very  easy  to  determine  if  Ted  is  a cat- 
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alog  buyer  or  a store  buyer.” 

The  NYPD  investigator  retorted 
back  in  a perplexed  tone. 

“Lana,  what  difference  does  that 
make?” 

That’s  when  I pointed  out  a little 
secret  about  cross  dresser  buying 
habits. 

“If  the  clothes  are  all  mail  order 
most  likely  Ted  bought  them  himself. 
If  their  store  bought,  Ted  had  help, 
maybe  his  wife  or  perhaps  a girl 
friend,  in  any  case  someone  he  trust- 
ed with  the  knowledge  of  his  secret 
life  too.” 

“Anything  else  honey?” 

Suddenly  his  tone  seemed  to 
change.  “Honey”  that  remark  just  sat 
wrong  with  me.  Was  he  patronizing 
me  now?  I didn’t  know  what  to  think 
but  I had  to  proceed  as  if  he  was  tak- 
ing me  seriously.  So  I decided  to  wrap 
up  the  conversation. 

“Jim,  in  summary,  we  need  all 
his  female  clothes,  we  need  his  post 
office  box  and  we  need  to  find  his 
cache  of  private  girl  stuff.  When  you 
find  the  cache...” 

Preston  interrupted  me, 

“You  mean  if  we  find  it.” 


I reinforced  a tone  of  confidence, 

“When  you  find  the  cache,  don’t 
mess  with  it,  get  it  back  to  the  lab 
and  have  Jessica  call  me,  I’ll  tell  her 
how  to  dig  through  it  and  what  we’re 
looking  for,  ok.” 

“Ya  ya,  we’ll  see  what  we  can  do. 
Miss  Litvak  thanks  for  your  time 
tonight.” 

With  that  Preston  hung  up.  I was 
puzzled,  did  I overload  him?  Did  I 
convince  him  I’m  a complete 
Lunatic?  I didn’t  know  what  to  think. 
I knew  in  my  heart  I had  honestly 
pointed  out  things  to  him  that  he 
wouldn’t  have  had  the  knowledge  to 
look  for  or  interpret. 

It  was  late  and  Scruffy  was  grab- 
bing the  rear  of  my  shoe,  he  wants  to 
go  out.  I walked  the  dog  on  the  long 
neighborhood  circuit,  I kept  going 
over  it  in  my  head,  was  there  some- 
thing I should  have  said  or  worse 
shouldn’t  have  said. 

Thinking  about  Ted  Littell,  he 
could  have  been  murdered  by  his 
wife.  God  knows  there  are  plenty  of 
wives  of  crossdressers  and  pre-op 
trannies  that  if  pushed  the  wrong 
way  could  be  driven  to  commit  a cap- 
ital crime.  Perhaps  she  drew  the  line 
and  he  crossed  it  just  one  time  too 
many.  Likewise 
he  could  have 
gotten  himself 
mixed  up  with 
some  swingers 
and  had  them 
turn  on  him  in 
some  twisted 
way.  Then  there 
is  the  outside 
chance  that  he 
made  friends  in 
the  GLBT  com- 
munity and  con- 
nected up  with 
some  twisted 
person.  It  could 
be  a disgruntled 
employee  who 
found  out  his 
secret.  Aiter  all 
he  was  a high 
level  manager; 
people  hold 
grudges  over 
the  course  of 


Diane  EllaDorn  LICSW 

Gender  Specialist 

• Psychotherapy  for  crossdressers, 
transsexuals,  their  partners  and  families 

• Over  20  years  experience 

• Individual,  couple,  family  and 
group  therapy 

• Evaluation  for  hormones  and  referral 
to  medical  and  supportive  resources 

• Long-distance  gender  consultations 
and  therapy  available  by  phone 

• Located  in  Framingham,  MA 

• MasterCard  and  Visa  now  accepted 

508788-5406 


careers.  Many  his  wife’s  relative  got 
wind  of  his  hobby  and  decided  that 
poor  old  Ted  had  to  go  and  they  did 
him  in. 

I returned  home,  took  a shower 
and  settled  myself  in  bed  with 
Scruffy  as  a foot  warmer.  About  an 
hour  later  I still  wasn’t  asleep  so  I 
stomped  down  stairs  and  drank  a 
shot  of  12  year  old  Irish  whiskey.  I 
returned  to  bed,  soon  my  mind  began 
to  quiet  down  and  I drifted  off  to 
sleep. 

I waited  a few  days  before  I 
allowed  my  expectations  to  think  I 
should  be  expecting  a phone  call. 
Three  days  went  by  and  nothing.  A 
full  week  went  by  and  still  silence.  It 
was  the  first  of  February  and  still 
there  was  silence  from  Jim  Preston 
and  the  NYPD.  In  my  mind,  the  good 
detective  had  written  me  off  and  that 
was  that.  I resigned  myself  to  the 
truth  that  Preston  and  the  NYPD  had 
blown  me  off. 

Then  it  was  Ground  Hog’s  day. 
While  driving  home  from  work  the 
radio  news  said  that  “Punxsutawney 
Phil,  Seer  of  Seers,  Sage  of  Sages, 
Prognosticator  of  Prognosticators, 
and  Weather  Prophet  Extraordinary” 
saw  his  “shadow.”  Of  course  either 
way  we  were  going  to  have  six  more 
weeks  of  winter.  Upon  arriving  home, 
Scruffy  dutifully  greeted  me  at  the 
door.  The  light  on  the  answering 
machine  was  blinking,  there  was  one 
call,  I pressed  the  play  button  and 
heard  an  excited  voice, 

“Miss  Litvak  this  is  Detective 
Preston  we  need  to  talk.  We  found 
everything  you  pointed  us  to  and 
then  some.  Please  call  me  at  the 
Barrett  City  Motor  Inn  as  soon  as 
you  get  this  message.” 

There  was  a pause  with  what 
sounded  like  an  after  thought 
remark, 

“Lana you’re  a sweetheart!” 

(To  Be  Continued) 

Cheryl  Ann  Costa  is  a published  playwright 
and  a member  of  "Sisters  in  Crime"  and 
"Mystery  Writers  of  America." 
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BOOK  REVIEWS 

by  Miqqi  Alicia  Gilbert,  Ph.D. 


Suthrell,  Charlotte  A.  (2004). 
Unzipping  gender : sex,  cross-dress- 
ing and  culture,  Oxford;  New  York: 
Berg.  200  pp. 


Charlotte  Suthrell’s  book  is  an 
anthropological  study  of  two  groups 
which  she  compares  and  uses  to 
frame  her  interesting  interpretation 
of  cross  gender  behavior.  The  first 
group  consists  of  UK  crossdressers, 
who  she  interviews  and  spends  time 
with.  The  second  group  are  hijras 
from  India,  whom  Suthrell  visits  and 
interviews.  One  of  the  interesting 
aspects  of  the  book  is  the  huge  diver- 
gence between  these  two  groups.  On 
the  one  hand  you  have  males  who 
largely  identify  as  men,  but  who 
crossdress  sometimes  and  generally 
are  closeted.  On  the  other  hand  you 
have  birth-designated  males  who  live 
full  time  as  women,  often  castrated 
and  recognized  as  a part  of  society. 
The  comparisons  make  the  book  fas- 
cinating, and  intricate.  But  the 


Serano  spends  considerable  time  discussing  the  myriad 
ways  in  which  femininity  is  debased  and  downgraded.  This  is 
essentially  a result  of  sexism  and  patriarchal  homophobia, 
and  results  in  something  she  labels  “effetnimania,”  the 
phobic  fear  of  the  feminine  inculcated  into  males. 


strongest  part  of  the  book  consists  of 
Suthrell’s  thoughts  about  gender  and 
gender  diversity.  With  so  much 
emphasis  these  days  on  autogy- 
nephilia,  hormones  and  genetics, 
Suthrell  goes  against  the  tide  and 
actually  talks  about  a feminine  soul 
and  consciousness.  She  says,  “...trans- 
vestism, to  a large  extent,  is  primarily 
a gender  phenomenon  which  relates 
to  the  need  for  transvestite  men  to 
realise  their  own  emotions  those 
emotions  perceived  by  them  as  being 
‘feminine’...”  (153).  In  addition,  she 
discusses  why  there  are  such  differ- 
ences between  the  hijras’  having  a 
space  in  society,  but  crossdressers 
not.  I recommend  the  book  heartily. 

Serano,  Julia.  (2007).  Whipping  girl: 
a transsexual  woman  on  sexism  and 
the  scapegoating  of  femininity 
Emeryville,  CA:  Seal  Press.  390  pp. 

Julia  Serano’s  book  is  a far  ranging 
foray  into  numerous  theoretical  and 
philosophical  issues  about  and  sur- 


rounding transsexualism  and  gender 
diversity.  The  book,  however,  is  very 
readable  and  accessible,  and  full  of 
fascinating  thoughts  and  analyses.  In 
390  pages  and  20  chapters  Serano 
presents  her  feelings  and  thoughts 
about  being  a transsexual,  a woman, 
feminism,  patriarchy,  male  privilege, 
crossdressing,  and  femininity.  What’s 
most  fascinating  though,  is  her  abili- 
ty to  connect  all  these  things  and 
intelligently  but  straightforwardly 
discuss  the  web  they  form  together. 
The  book  is  so  rich  that  it  is  impossi- 
ble to  review  the  full  range  of  her 
ideas,  but  one  sticks  out.  Serano 
spends  considerable  time  discussing 
the  myriad  ways  in  which  femininity 
is  debased  and  downgraded.  This  is 
essentially  a result  of  sexism  and 
patriarchal  homophobia,  and  results 
in  something  she  labels  “effemima- 
nia,”  the  phobic  fear  of  the  feminine 
inculcated  into  males.  (Serano  does 
have  a slightly  annoying  habit  of 
defining  terminology,  but  it’s  bear- 
able.) She  explains  that  “...effemima- 
nia  drives  many  MTF  spectrum  chil- 
dren and  teens  to  develop  strict  divi- 
sions between  ‘boy-mode’  (i.e.,  pub- 
lic) and  ‘girl-mode’  (i.e.,  private). 

Such  distinctions  often  persist  well 
into  adulthood  and  are  typically  con- 
sidered to  be  a hallmark  of  the  cross- 
dresser” (289).  This  goes  a long  way 
toward  explaining  why  crossdressers 
are  closeted,  and  why  MTF  transsex- 
uals receive  more  denigration  than 
FTM.  Going  from  the  feminine 
makes  sense  in  a sexist  world;  going 
toward  it  is  madness.  I recommend 
this  book  very  strongly  for  anyone 
who  is  thoughtful  about  transsexuali- 
ty and  gender  diversity. 

3F 


JULIA  SERANO 


A TRANSSEXUAL  WOMAN  ON  SEXISM 
AND  THE  SCAPEGOATING 
OF  FEMININITY 


STraiitye/ir/er  TAPESTRY  *114 
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by  Ms.  Bob  Do  vis 

A hundred  years  ago  male  impersonation  was  a popular  commonplace  on  the  English-speaking  stage.  Music  hall 
and  vaudeville  contained  a rogue’s  gallery  of  stock  characters  for  women  to  portray:  school  boys,  young  men 
about  town,  sailors,  soldiers,  ministers,  drunkards  and  the  Principal  Boy  in  the  English  Christmas  pantomime,  where 
the  Pantomime  Dame  was  always  a man.  On  the  legitimate  stage  women  played  boy’s  roles  like  Little  Lord  Fauntleroy, 
Dick  Whittington,  both  The  Prince  and  the  Pauper  and,  of  course,  Peter  Pan.  These  and  other  “trousers  roles”  were  so 
popular  that  some  famous  actresses  spent  more  than  one  season  in  pants.  Many  enjoyed  the  greater  freedom  the  cos- 
tumes provided  and  some  made  male  impersonation  their  career. 


Vesta  Tilley  is  the  only  professional  actress  who  specialized  in  male 
impersonation  in  this  group.  She  was  born  in  1864  and  began  per- 
forming in  boy’s  clothes  when  she  was  six.  One  of  the  highest  paid 
performers  in  English  music  hall;  she  delighted  working  class  audi- 
ences with  her  gentle  satire  of  high  society.  She  appeared  at  World 
War  I recruitment  drives  and,  dressed  as  a soldier,  she  sent  the 
British  off  to  war  with  songs  like  Jolly  Good  Luck  to  the  Girl  Who 
Loves  a Soldier  and  The  Army  of  Today’s  All  Right.  In  1912  she 
became  the  first  male  impersonator 
to  present  a Royal  Performance. 

After  more  than  50  years  on  the 
stage  she  gave  her  farewell  at  the 
London  Coliseum  on  June  5,  1920. 

The  standing-room-only  crowd 
gave  her  seventeen  curtain  calls  and 
she  was  presented  with  a set  of 
books  bearing  over  a million  signa- 
tures of  her  adoring  fans. 

The  postcard  of  her  in  the  “topper” 
shows  her  “man  about  town”  charac- 
ter. The  postmark  is  May  1, 1905, 

10:30  pm,  Hull,  England.  The  mes- 
sage reads:  Dear  Mother,  Trust  you 

will  be  pleased  to  accept  this  one.  - Syd.  The  hand  colored  card  of  “The  Peach” 

( top  left,  opposite  page)  was  sent  to  Miss  C.  Sadler  of  Sparkhill,  Birmingham,  post- 
marked April  18, 1908, 10:30  am,  by  Bryan  who  asked,  Doesn't  anybody  want  the  curate ? 

Several  other  performers  also  had  distinguished  theatrical  careers.  Evelyn  Millard 
( 1869-1941 ) played  virtually  every  major  woman’s  role  in  Shakespeare:  Juliet  in 
Romeo  and  Juliet,  Hero  in  Much  Ado  About  Nothing,  Desdemona  in  Othello, 

Ophelia,  in  Hamlet,  Olivia  in  Twelfth  Night  and  Calpurnia  in  Julius  Caesar.  She 
played  Cecily  Cardew  in  the  February  14,  1895  premier  of  Oscar  Wilde’s  The 
Importance  of  Being  Earnest  and  Cho-Cho-San  in  the  British  premiere  of  David 
Belasco’s  Madame  Butterfly,  April  28,  1900.  This  half-size  photo  post  card  shows  her 
in  the  title  role  from  Anthony  Hope’s  1898  comedy  The  Adventure  of  Lady  Ursula.  In 
spite  of  frequent  references  to  her  great  beauty  in  theatrical  bios,  Ms.  Millard’s  square 
jaw  line  makes  her  a most  convincing  impersonator  to  my  eye. 


MISS  VEST*  TILLEY 
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She  looks  quite  dashing  in  the  full  body  shot,  where  her  cape 
disguises  her  hips,  but  her  head  looks  laughably  small  perched 
atop  the  massive  padded  shoulders  and  high  collar  in  the  headshot. 


S*n«s  1T40  Miss  Zen*  Dire  .1 

David»or>  Brothers, 
t —See, 


Tittell  Brune  was  the  stage  name  of  Minnie  Tittle,  who 
was  born  in  San  Francisco  California  in  1875.  She  became 
the  most  popular  actress  in  Australia  while  touring  there 
and  New  Zealand,  1904  -1909.  While  in  Australia  she 
stared  in  everything  from  Camille  to  Peter  Pan,  though  she 
was  unable  to  repeat  that  success  in  either  the  US  or 
England.  I don’t  know  what  show  these  cards  are  from.  She 
looks  quite  dashing  in  the  full  body  shot,  where  her  cape 
disguises  her  hips,  but  her  head  looks  laughably  small 
perched  atop  the  massive  padded  shoulders  and  high  col- 
lar in  the  headshot. 

The  last  photo  card  of  Zena  Dare  (1887-1975)  is  pos- 
sibly from  a Seymour  Hicks  musical  comedy,  The  Dashing 
Little  Duke.  She  took  the  role  of  the  Due  de  Richelieu  on 
the  English  tour  after  a disastrous  opening  run.  At  23  she 
married  royalty  and  retired  from  the  stage,  only  to  return 
15  years  later.  She  performed  for  almost  60  years,  her  last 
role  being  Mrs.  Higgins  in  the  British  production  of  the 
musical  My  Fair  Lady.  It  opened  on  April  29,  1958  and  she 
was  the  only  one  of  the  principle  performers  to  stay  with 
the  production  for  the  entire  five  and  a half  year  run, 

2,281  performances.  What  a trooper!  JT 

Ms.  BOB  DAVIS  is  the  Transgender  Outreach  and  Advocacy  Coordinator 
at  City  College  of  San  Francisco.  An  amateur  historian  and  collector  of 
transgender  related  books,  magazines,  recordings  and  ephemera, 
she  is  always  looking  for  interesting  items  to  buy,  sell  or  trade. 

Ms.  Bob  can  be  contacted  c/o  Transgender  Tapestry. 
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PASSAGES 
Jahna  Steele 

by  Andrew  Davis 

Windy  City  Times, 

www.  win  dycitym  ediagro  u p.  com 

February  6,  2008 

Las  Vegas  transgender  legend  Jahna 
Steele  died  Jan.  24,  according  to  the 
Las  Vegas  Review-Journal.  She  was  49. 

The  Clark  County,  Nevada, 
Medical  Examiner  e-mailed  Windy 
City  Times  that  the  “cause  and  man- 
ner [of  death]  are  pending  at  this 
time.” 

Jahna  Erica  Steele  was  born  John 
Matheny  Sept.  29,  1958,  in  San 
Antonio,  Texas,  and  lived  in  Nevada 
for  a quarter-century.  Matheny  grew 
up  in  San  Antonio  before  undergoing 
sexual-reassignment  surgery  in  his 


early  20s.  Steele  was  an  accomplished 
actress  and  headline  entertainer  in 
Las  Vegas.  She  was  a member  of  the 
“Crazy  Girls”  topless  revue  at  the 
Riviera  before  being  outed  in  1992  by 
the  TV  show  A Current  Affair. 


Steele’s  last  job  on  the  Las  Vegas 
strip  was  reported  to  be  as  a warm- 
up announcer  for  “La  Cage,”  the 
female  impersonator  show  at  the 
Riviera.  Steele  was  also  featured  in 
the  2006  movie  Transtasia , a docu- 
mentary about  the  “World’s  First 
Most  Beautiful  Transsexual  Pageant.” 

Mimi  Marks,  one  of  the  headlin- 
ers at  the  Chicago  female  imperson- 
ator venue  The  Baton  and  a featured 
contestant  in  Transtasia,  told  Windy 
City  Times  that  Steele’s  passing  was  a 
“shock.”  Marks  added  that  she  felt 
she  had  “a  cool  connection”  when 
they  met  during  the  pageant  (their 
only  meeting)  and  that  Steele  “paved 
the  road  for  a lot  of  us  showgirls.  It 
was  the  most  upsetting  and  disap- 
pointing thing  that  she  passed  away 
. . . It’s  a sad  thing  for  the  world  of 
female  impersonation — and  what 
makes  it  more  sad  is  that,  starting  on 
Valentine’s  Day,  they’re  going  to  start 
playing  Transtasia  on  Showtime.” 

Local  entertainer  Tiara  Russell, 
also  featured  in  the  movie,  e-mailed 
that  Steele  “was  a goddess  for  the 
queens.  She  crossed  barriers . . . 
worked  in  Vegas  for  many  years 
undetected  as  transgendered  and 
spearheaded  Transtasia  . . . She  had  a 
pure  heart  and  was  sweet  and 
believed  in  a universal  spirit.” 

Steele  was  preceded  in  death  by 
her  father,  John.  Jahna  is  survived  by 
her  mother,  Connie;  sister,  Sally; 
brothers,  Dan  and  Tim;  and  many 
nieces,  nephews  and  friends.  Jahna 
also  leaves  behind  a large  extended 
family  and  friends.  She  will  also  be 
missed  dearly  by  her  good  friend, 

Tara. 

For  memorial  information,  go  to 
Jahna  Steele’s  Web  site,  www.thejah- 
nasteele.com.  Donations  may  be 
made  to  WE  CARE  Foundation. 

3T 


“The  first  modern  crossdressing  memoir... 
a smart , sexy  story  you  won't  be  able  to  put  down  ” 

- Lana  Reeves,  Publisher,  G1RLTALK  Online 


Alice  in  Genderland 

Available  now  at  iUniverse.com  and  Amazon.com 
Or  call  1-800-288-4677  toll  free  to  order. 
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AFFIRMING  THE  PARTICIPATION  AND  MINISTRY  OF 
TRANSGENDER  PEOPLE  WITHIN  THE  UNITED  CHURCH  OF 
CHRIST  AND  SUPPORTING  THEIR  CIVIL  AND  HUMAN  RIGHTS 

The  United  Church  of  Christ  is  a mainline  denomination  of  5800  congregations  and  1.2  million  members  in  the 
United  States.  While  the  denomination  had  already  taken  the  lead  among  mainline  protestants  in  affirming  the  min- 
istry and  participation  of  lesbian  and  gay  members  and  clergy,  and  was  advocating  for  the  civil  rights  of  gay  and  lesbian 
people,  it  was  still  a stretch  to  so  clearly  affirm  transgender  people  in  the  life  of  the  denomination  and  take  up  advocacy 
for  their  rights  in  society. 

The  lead  advocate  for  the  resolution  was  Pat  Conover  who  was  serving  the  United  Church  of  Christ  as  a 
policy  advocate  in  the  Washington  Office  of  Justice  and  Witness  Ministries.  In  the  1990s  Pat  served  for  several  years  as 
a representative  of  the  IFGE  Board  of  Directors  for  outreach  to  the  religious  community  in  the  United  States.  Pat  is  the 
author  of  Transgender  Good  News,  the  first  book  to  provide  both  a thorough  scientific  assessment  of  transgender  expe- 
rience and  expression  as  well  as  an  extended  theological  analysis  that  makes  the  case  for  full  recognition  and  inclusion  of 
transgender  people  in  both  church  and  society.  The  book  is  available  through  the  IFGE  Bookstore.  Pat’s  writing  on 
transgender  matters  is  available  at  www.patconover.com/transgender. 

[Adopted  by  the  Twenty-fourth  General  Synod  on  July  1 5,  2003.] 


WHEREAS,  God  has  brought  forth  human  beings  as  creatures  who  are  male,  female,  and  sometimes  dramatically  or 
subtly  a complex  mix  of  male  and  female  in  their  bodies;  and 


WHEREAS,  human  cultures  have  created  a broad  diversity  of  roles  for  men  and  women,  and  have  sometimes  created 
roles  for  people  named  as  neither  man  nor  woman  often  revered  and  respected  roles;  and 


WHEREAS,  rules  of  appearance  in  the  Bible,  such  as  in  Deuteronomy  22:5,  are  certainly  among  the  rules  criticized  by 
Jesus  as  focused  on  outward  conformity  rather  than  inward  integrity  grounded  in  the  acceptance  of  God’s  love;  and 


WHEREAS,  there  are  numerous  biblical  affirmations  of  the  goodness  of  creation  and  the  love  of  God  for  all  people, 
including  Genesis  1,  Psalm  139,  John  1:  1-5,  and  Acts  10:  34-43;  and 


WHEREAS,  Galatians  3:  26-29  calls  on  those  who  are  baptized  to  put  on  Christ  like  a garment  and  to  look  past 
human  divisions  to  become  one  person  in  Christ;  and 


WHEREAS,  transgender  and  intersexual  people  are  currently  offering  valuable  ministry  within  the  United  Church  of 
Christ,  both  as  lay  people  and  as  clergy;  and 

WHEREAS,  transgender  people  are  recognized  within  the  constitution  of  the  United  Church  of  Christ  as  appropriate- 
ly sharing  in  the  guidance  of  the  national  expression  of  the  United  Church  of  Christ  (as  part  of  the  United  Church  of 
Christ  Coalition  for  Lesbian,  Gay,  Bisexual,  and  Transgender  Concerns);  and 


WHEREAS,  the  United  Church  of  Christ  in  numerous  program  activities  in  all  expressions  of  the  church  has  affirmed  the 
positive  virtues  carried  by  men  within  traditional  cultures,  by  women  within  traditional  cultures,  while  also  calling  for  the 
transformation  of  gender  roles  that  are  oppressive  of  men  or  women,  or  otherwise  not  fully  reflective  of  Christian  values;  and 


WHEREAS,  Christian  transgender  people  have  sometimes  experienced  rejection  and  non-acceptance  within  some 
expressions  of  the  United  Church  of  Christ  and  in  other  expressions  of  Christ’s  Church,  and  are  in  need  of  a 
welcoming  Christian  community  where  they  are  valued  as  Christian  people,  and 
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WHEREAS,  many  settings  of  the  United  Church  of  Christ  have  little  understanding  of  transgender  people;  of  how  to 
meet  their  needs  and  make  them  feel  welcome,  of  how  to  integrate  their  gifts  and  capacities  for  ministry  into  the  life 
of  the  church  and  of  how  to  integrate  them  into  liturgy  and  expressions  of  worship. 

THEREFORE  BE  IT  RESOLVED  THAT  all  congregations  of  the  United  Church  of  Christ  are  encouraged  to  welcome 
transgender  people  into  membership,  ministry,  and  full  participation;  and 

BE  IT  FURTHER  RESOLVED  THAT  all  settings  of  the  United  Church  of  Christ  are  encouraged  to  learn  about  the 
realities  of  transgender  experience  and  expression,  including  the  gifts  and  callings  and  needs  of  transgender  people, 
and  are  encouraged  to  engage  in  appropriate  dialogue  with  transgender  people;  and 


BE  IT  FURTHER  RESOLVED  THAT  Wider  Church  Ministries  and  Local  Church  Ministries  are  encouraged  to  devel- 
op appropriate  resources,  in  consultation  with  a representative  group  of  transgender  people  within  the  United  Church 
of  Christ,  to  encourage  the  participation  and  ministry  of  transgender  people  in  the  life  of  the  church  and  to  prepare 
individuals  and  churches  to  receive  such  participation  and  ministry;  and 

BE  IT  FURTHER  RESOLVED  THAT  Justice  and  Witness  Ministries  is  encouraged  to  develop  a program  of  education 
and  advocacy,  in  consultation  with  a representative  group  of  transgender  people  within  the  United  Church  of  Christ, 
and  then  to  provide  leadership  in  advocating  for  the  human  and  civil  rights  of  transgender  people;  and 

BE  IT  FURTHER  RESOLVED  THAT  a representative  group  of  transgender  people  within  the  United  Church  of  Christ 
shall  be  invited  to  report  on  progress  made  in  regard  to  participation  within  the  United  Church  of  Christ  and  the 
development  of  education  and  advocacy  concerning  civil  and  human  rights  by  the  United  Church  of  Christ,  and  to 
make  additional  suggestions,  to  the  Twenty-fifth  General  Synod. 

Expected  Outcomes  are:  the  strengthening  of  the  United  Church  of  Christ  through  deepening  hospitality;  the  enrich- 
ing of  church  life  and  mission  as  the  ministries  of  transgender  members  are  encouraged;  the  increase  of  righteousness 
in  society  as  the  human  and  civil  rights  of  transgender  persons  are  addressed. 


Funding  for  the  implementation  of  this  resolution  will  be  made  in  accordance  with  the  overall  mandates  of  the  affect- 
ed agencies  and  the  funds  available.  JT 


Illinois  School  of  Electrology  (ISE) 

Suzanne  Anderer,  LE,  CPE,  Director/Instructor 
Frankfort,  Illinois  U.S.  60423 
Telephone:  1-815-469-0050 
Email:  sianderer@aol.com 
www.suzanneanderer.com 


Offering  Classes  and  Electrology  Services. 

Disappointed  with  tweezing,  waxing,  or  laser? 

Choose  SIMPLE  Electrolysis  when  only  Permanent  Hair  Removal  will 
Do! 


SIMPLE  (Sequential  Inverted  Micro  Pulsed  Led  Energy)  Electrolysis 
treats  the  entire  Dermis  where  hair  grows,  usually  requiring  only  one 
treatment  per  hair. 

Call  today  for  more  information. 
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I left  my  house  in  the  wee  hours  of 
Tuesday  morning  on  9/1 1/07  and 
headed  to  the  airport.  I was  wearing 
a pair  of  jeans  and  a cute  brown  top 
with  my  favorite  comfy  brown 
leather  sandals.  I had  spent  several 
hours  packing  and  was  hopeful  that 
I hadn’t  forgotten  anything  that 
would  be  of  any  real  significance. 

I know  that  in  the  3 Vi  hours  it  took 
to  drive  to  Seattle  that  I was  back  and 
forth  with  the  thoughts  of  all  the 
possible  things  that  could  take  place 
when  I arrived  and  attempted  to 
check  in  for  my  flight  to  Atlanta. 

I kept  reminding  myself,  or  at 
least  periodically  I think,  about  what 
my  therapist  Kate  had  told  me  about 
staying  in  the  moment  This  being  a 
milestone  for  me,  I did  have  some  dif- 
ficulty doing  just  that,  but  that’s  OK. 

I had  considered  flying  in  “male 
mode.”  But  after  some  serious 
thought,  decided  that  if  I was  serious 
about  coming  out  and  being  not  only 
true  to  myself  but  to  the  world  at 


large  that  this  was  an  opportunity  to 
really  evaluate  how  well  I would  be 
able  to  handle  my  transition.  I con- 
cluded that  there  would  be  times  that 
I was  going  to  want  to  travel  in  the 
coming  years  and  that  if  I was  going 
through  with  this  I may  as  well  just 
get  started  now.  One  of  the  things 
I decided  to  do  was  to  not  pack  any 
of  my  male  costume.  I guess  I did 
this  to  ensure  that  once  I left  for  the 
Airport  I would  be  fully  committed. 
So  Becky  was  on  her  way! 

I arrived  in  Seattle  and  parked  my 
truck  at  a lot  near  the  Airport  and 
took  the  courtesy  shuttle  from  there. 

It  was  about  4am  and  the  termi- 
nal was  busier  than  I had  expected. 

I guess  I was  thinking  that  being 
there  early,  I would  be  one  of  the 
only,  or  the  first  ones  there.  Welcome 
to  the  real  world,  girl! 

When  I went  to  check  my  bags 
and  receive  my  seat  assignment  and 
boarding  pass  I had  to  show  proof  of 


identity.  I knew  this  was  required  and 
was  my  biggest  concern  as  my  drivers 
license  was  of  me  in  my  male  identi- 
ty. I did  however  carry  a letter  from 
my  therapist  just  in  case  there  was  a 
question.  After  handing  the  attendant 
my  licence  and  I was  given  the  “once 
over”  glance,  and  subsequently  hand- 
ed my  boarding  pass  with  a smile 
from  the  attendant  and  that  was  it! 
Now  to  security . . . 

I tried  to  ensure  that  I was  in 
compliance  when  I packed  my  carry- 
ons.  1 put  all  of  my  makeup  in  the  zip 
lock  bags  as  was  recommended  when 
I checked  the  airline  site  before  leav- 
ing. Nothing  else  I had  packed  was  of 
a nature  that  would  draw  attention 
(I  hoped).  Because  of  the  mode  in 
which  I was  traveling  I was  sure  that 
they  would  find  something  of  interest 
to  single  me  out  for  further  review. 
This  was  on  9/1 1/2007.  The  day  that 
security  seems  to  be  at  its  highest  or 
so  I believed  it  would  be. 

I shuttled  back  and  forth 
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between  the  coffee  bar  and  down  the 
corridor  to  check  the  line  going  to 
the  security  check-in.  I was  there  in 
plenty  of  time  so  I was  not  in  a big 
hurry  and  once  I committed  to  go 
through  I couldn’t  go  have  a smoke 
outside  for  a while!  After  puffing 
down  my  last  smoke  and  finishing 
my  coffee.  I headed  back  inside  to  go 
get  in  line.  This  shouldn’t  take  long 
I figured  as  the  line  was  pretty  short 
when  I last  checked  and  then  I could 
just  find  a seat  in  a lounge  on  the 
passenger  side  and  relax  until  board- 
ing the  plane. 

I rounded  the  corner  and  was 
just  a bit  surprised  by  a line  equiva- 
lent to  about  two  bus  loads  of 
people!  I would  be  standing  in  line 
for  at  least  for  half  an  hour!  What 
would  I do?  What  would  I say  if 
someone  spoke  to  me?  OMG  I was 
going  to  be  checked  out  by  everyone 
in  line!  I would  be  the  main  topic  of 
conversation  and  people  would  be 
giving  me  glances  and  then  snicker- 
ing. No  place  to  hide! 

“I’m  not  much,  but  I’m  all 
I think  about”  was  one  of  the 
thoughts  that  crossed  my  mind.  What 
about  that  “stay  in  the  moment” 
thing  I was  told  in  therapy.  I was  way 
ahead  of  my  self  on  this  one. 

1 gathered  myself  together,  took  a 
deep  breath,  and  walked  to  the  end 
of  the  line.  My  thoughts  changed 
course  and  I was  in  the  introspective 
mode.  All  that  I believed  in,  or  at 
least  claimed  to  believe  about  my 
rights  to  be  myself  anywhere  and  at 
any  time  were  at  the  forefront.  I had 
made  it  a personal  challenge  to  step 
out  and  prove  to  myself  that  the  hid- 
ing was  over.  In  a comfortable  setting 
amongst  friends  I was  an  advocate 
and  spoke  with  conviction  about 
what  I believed.  I was  out  of  my 
comfort  zone  now  and  realized  that 
1 had  only  myself  to  prove  this  to 
now. 
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The  line  moved  slowly  and 
I began  to  feel  relaxed.  I was  going  to 
be  fine.  I took  my  wallet  from  my 
purse  and  removed  my  drivers 
licence  and  boarding  pass  to  hand  to 
the  security  employee  just  ahead  of 
me.  Within  a few  minutes  I was  there 
and  handed  both  items  to  her.  She 
glanced  at  both  items  and  then  at  me 
and  asked  “New  hair  style?”  I replied 
with  a smile  as  I brushed  it  back  a bit 
with  my  hand,  “Yes  it  is ...  Do  you 
like  it?”  she  responded  as  she  marked 
my  pass,  “It’s  very  nice!”  I thanked 
her  for  the  compliment  as  she  hand- 
ed my  articles  back  to  me  and  moved 
on  down  the  line.  I grabbed  a tray 
and  removed  my  jewelery  and  placed 
it  along  with  my  purse,  sandals,  coat 
and  carry  on  bag  onto  the  conveyor 
to  go  through  the  X-ray  and  pro- 
ceeded through  the  metal  detector. 

No  alarms,  no  “excuse  me,  can  you 
step  over  here”  from  anyone.  I was 
finished.  I gathered  up  my  belong- 
ings, slipped  my  coat,  sandals  and 
jewelry  back  on  and  headed  down 
the  corridor  to  find  the  boarding  area 
or  gate  for  my  flight. 

It  had  pretty  much  been  a non- 
event.  Not  even  close  to  all  that  I had 
envisioned  earlier.  But  then  why 
would  or  should  it  have  been?  I am 
just  another  individual  enroute  to  a 
destination  using  public  transporta- 
tion that  is  available  in  this  FREE 
country  that  I am  fortunate  to  live  in. 
I am  not  on  any  wanted  posters  or 
any  kind  of  a threat,  just  an  individ- 
ual going  through  a transition  in  life. 
Had  1 passed  as  a female  or  were 
people  just  being  kind  or  perhaps 
just  oblivious  to  me  in  general.  It 
didn’t  really  matter.  I was  Me,  out  of 
the  box  I had  hidden  in  for  so  long. 

I have  nothing  to  be  ashamed  of,  I 
was  facing  the  truth  about  myself 
and  finally  doing  something  about  it. 

I was  a just  another  traveler. 

What  a wonderful  feeling  . . . 


I am  sharing  this  part  of  my 
journal  for  a couple  of  reasons.  The 
first  being  that  I know  I shared  this 
with  some  of  the  girls  I met  at  SCC 
in  Atlanta  and  wanted  to  be  honest 
about  the  fact  that  I was  a bit  fearful 
about  flying  as  my  true  Self  for  the 
first  time.  And  that  perhaps  on 
another  day  things  may  have  gone 
differently.  But  I don’t  know  that  it 
would  have  for  a fact,  as  I don’t  know 
much  of  any  thing  about  the  future 
as  fact. 

What  I had  the  opportunity  to 
discover  for  my  self  was  that  all  of 
the  unknowns  I was  so  fearful  about 
for  so  long  were  pretty  much  just 
that,  Unknowns.  If  I expect  to  have 
acceptance  from  the  world  at  large, 

I truly  need  self  acceptance  first.  By 
stepping  out  of  my  comfort  zone 
even  in  recent  months  when  I would 
spend  time  shopping  or  going  to  a 
restaurant  to  eat,  regardless  of 
whether  the  establishment  or  busi- 
ness was  known  for  a fact  to  be  “TG 
Friendly,”  I have  found  that  most  all 
of  my  fears  were  self  inflicted.  This  is 
not  to  say  that  there  is  not  the  poten- 
tial for  something  to  go  wrong,  but 
there  is  a risk  in  pretty  much  any 
undertaking,  small  or  large.  People 
run  red  lights  everyday  . . . 

One  of  the  seminars  I attended 
at  SCC  was  about  how  not  to  be 
read,  or  I could  say  passing  myself  of 
as  a female.  I was  taking  note  of  all 
the  traits  I would  have  to  make 
adjustments  to  in  the  behaviors  and 
actions  I was  normally  accustomed 
to.  Walking  differently,  eating  differ- 
ently, dressing  and  speaking,  hand 
gestures  and  the  like.  Basically  that 
I would  have  to  reinvent  my  self  to 
be  myself.  This  seemed  to  be  kind  of 
odd  after  giving  it  some  serious 
thought.  Once  again  I was  faced  with 
acceptance  dilemma,  if  I stood  out  a 
bit,  I might  be  subject  to  scrutiny.  It 
continued  on  page  45 
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Oat  with  Miss  \?£ra 

by  Veronica  Vera 


Have  It  Both  Ways 

2008  took  off  to  a rousing  start  with 
the  return  of  one  of  our  most  dedi- 
cated students.  Dee  is  a professor 
who  visits  us  twice  a year  during  her 
semester  breaks,  each  time  for  an 
extended  stay.  In  January,  Dee  visited 
for  nine  days.  She  has  what  many 
male-to-female  transgender  explorers 
would  envy:  an  understanding  wife 
who  sends  Dee  to  our  academy  with 
her  blessing. 

Dee’s  wife  understands  that  her 
husband’s  time  with  us  is  essential  to 
her  mate’s  well-being.  It’s  my  job  to 
put  together  the  curriculum  that  will 
enable  Dee  to  get  the  most  out  of  her  stay.  As  she’s  been 
visiting  us  for  several  years,  Dee  has  become  a dear  and 
trusted  friend.  She’s  close  with  all  of  the  deans,  especially 
Miss  Deb,  our  dean  of  cosmetology  who  has  taught  Dee 
to  be  quite  skilled  with  make-up  as  well  as  a more  adven- 
turesome cook.  When  Dee  visits,  she  just  wants  to  be  a 
“girl  about  town,”  so  I set  her  up  in  a lovely  room  that 
really  becomes  her  own  apartment. 

My  experience  with  Dee  and  so  many  of  our  students 
reminds  me  of  how  many  of  us  lead  “second  lives.”  The 
concept  of  a second  life  permeates  society.  Much  of  this 
alternative  living  has  been  brought  about  by  the  comput- 
er, such  as  the  popular  website  Second  Life  with  its 
legions  of  avatars.  But  some  live  their  second  lives  in  the 
eager  flesh.  The  concept  of  second  life  also  means  that 
you  don’t  have  to  abandon  your  other  life.  As  transsexu- 
ality becomes  more  prominent,  it’s  important  to  remem- 
ber that  not  everyone  wants  to  make  a permanent  transi- 
tion. I consider  it  part  of  my  job  to  support  all  options, 
so  I champion  second  lives.  Why  not  have  it  all,  and  then 
some! 

Included  in  Dee’s  studies  were  plenty  of  trips  to  the 
Avalon  Day  Spa,  our  favorite  spot  for  manicures,  pedi- 


cures and  the  all  important  hair- 
stylings  that  have  inspired  Dee  to  let 
her  hair  grow  between  academy  vis- 
its. “I  think  my  barber  has  an  inkling 
of  what’s  going  on,  but  he  remains 
cool.”  Dee  prefers  that  her  time  with 
us  remain  discreet.  I don’t  see  her 
volunteering  to  be  a TG  Tapestry 
Covergirl  anytime  soon,  though  I 
know  she  would  love  to  be. 

It  would  be  hard  to  pick  a 
favorite  activity  from  Dee’s  visit.  Was 
it  turning  her  into  our  model  while 
shopping  for  additional  academy 
clothes  at  Macy’s?  (Academy  girls 
love  to  shop.)  Or,  watching  her  rise 
to  the  challenge  of  voice  classes  with 
Miss  ludy  and  Miss  Norma?  Maybe  it 
was  hearing  her  sigh  as  the  hair  blower  warmed  her  neck 
and  Angel  the  stylist  created  a new  look  for  her.  Perhaps 
it  was  Dee  looking  pretty  in  her  velvet  dress  out  on  a date 
with  the  perfect  gentleman.  Or  her  participation  in 
“Amazing  Grace,”  our  group  class  in  how  to  walk  in  high 
heels  for  all  women,  t-girls  and  g-girls.  But  no,  I’m  sure  it 
was  the  evening  when  Dee  hostessed  a re-union  dinner 
for  all  of  the  deans  and  each  of  us,  including  Dee, 
revealed  what  was  on  her  mind  and  in  her  heart.  It  was  a 
great  way  to  start  off  what  I know  will  be  a spectacular 
year  for  us  all. 

Holiday  Belles 

Though  my  motto  is  “think  pink,”  I’ll  jump  at  any  oppor- 
tunity to  wear  red,  and  so,  it  appears, will  the  ladies  of 
New  York’s  Crossdressers  International  (CDI).  The  girls 
dressed  in  crimson  for  their  Christmas  dinner  and 
Valentine  red  in  February.  The  Christmas  dinner  was  a 
very  large  turnout.  The  group  took  over  a private  room 
at  El  Quixote  restaurant,  which  is  located  just  next  to  the 
infamous  Chelsea  Hotel. 
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Xaviera  Hollander  between 
Cinderfellas  Pritch  and  Pancho. 
Photograph  by  Fiona  Makkink 


Given  its  proximity  to  the  leg- 
endary Chelsea,  the  restaurant  has 
seen  quite  a variety  of  diners  and 
when  not  seated  in  the  private  dining 
room,  a number  of  the  girls  drifted 
off  to  the  long  bar  and  chatted  with 
the  other  patrons.  I had  invited 
Misty,  my  very  personal  assistant 
(wink,  wink).  Misty  is  quite  a Santa 
enthusiast,  so  she  had  no  trouble 
finding  a sexy  little  (and  I mean  lit- 
tle) Santa  girl  costume  to  wear. 

I sported  the  red  top  hat  she’d  picked 
out  for  me. 


CDI  member  and  chief  docu- 
menter  Rita  Knight  was  busy  snap- 
ping photos  for  her  Flickr  page.  Rita’s 
page  is  a great  source  of  pics  if  you’d 
like  to  see  more  of  the  CDI  girls  and 
their  events.  The  group  meets  every 
Wednesday  and  first  timers  are  wel- 
come to  drop  in  (www.cdinyc.org). 
President  Rita  Petite  gave  everyone 
cookies  in  the  shape  of  corsets. 

Misty  is  kind  of  a new  girl  when 
it  comes  to  actually  going  out.  She 
loved  not  only  meeting  everyone  at 
dinner,  but  an  added  treat  was  when 
she  sashayed  outdoors  to  smoke  her 
cigarette  and  was  propositioned  by  a 
horny  young  man  who  wanted  to 
give  her  his  very  own  XXXmas  pres- 
ent. Misty  enjoyed  the  attention,  but 
wise  girl  that  she  is;  she  chose  not  to 
let  this  flirtation  get  too  far.  I remi- 
nisced with  Ms.  Billie  Blue.  We  had 


many  mutual  friends  in  common 
from  my  days  as  a star  of  the  sex 
splattered  cinema.  Billie  was  delight- 
ful and  quite  the  party  girl.  Even 
Caprice  Bellefleur  took  time  out 
from  her  activist  meetings  to  share  in 
some  holiday  cheer.  ( http:/ / caprice - 
glob,  blogspot.  com ) . 

The  Happy  Hollander 

Some  people  come  into  your  life  like 
a soft,  gentle  breeze;  others  are  a 
whirlwind.  My  dear  friend  Xaviera 
Hollander  is  the  whirlwind  variety. 
Yes,  for  those  of  you  who  are  won- 
dering, Xaviera  is  THE  Xaviera,  the 
famed  “Happy  Hooker”  whose  mem- 
oir of  the  same  name  sold  millions  of 
copies  in  the  60s  after  she  was  busted 
in  New  York  City  for  being  a madam. 

Xaviera  has  always  been  sex  posi- 
tive, a most  unconventional  sex  edu- 
cator and  entrepreneur.  Following 
her  time  in  the  U.S.  Xaviera  returned 
to  her  native  Holland  where  she 
authored  many  erotic  novels  and  a 
column  entitled  appropriately  “Call 
Me  Madam”  that  ran  for  years  in 
Penthouse  Magazine.  Xaviera  has 
turned  her  Amsterdam  home  into  a 
bed  and  breakfast  and  there  is  no 


better  place  to  stay  if  you  are  looking 
for  a truly  unique  experience  in  that 
town  ( www.xavierabollander.com ). 

That’s  what  two  UK  performers 
Matt  Pritchard  and  Mike  “Pancho” 
Lock  discovered  when  I chose 
Xaviera’s  place  as  the  location  for  a 
television  show  that  would  star  the 
two  rowdy  boyos  as  they  went  thru 
lessons  at  Miss  Vera’s  academy  . . . 
Amsterdam  branch.  I came  up  with  a 
curriculum  for  “Pritch”  and  “Panch” 
that,  with  Xaviera’s  help,  even  includ- 
ed putting  our  two  stars  in  the  win- 
dows of  the  red  light  district.  At  the 
time,  Xaviera  took  on  a new  house- 
keeper, a trannie  named  Davida  who 
was  totally  thrilled  to  have  such  an 
open-minded,  though  bossy  new 
mistress. 

Now  Xaviera  has  written  a book 
about  her  B&B  that  will  include  a 
chapter  about  our  unforgettable  stay. 
My  own  recounting  of  the  tale  at  the 
2007  IFGE  convention  in 
Philadelphia  was  enough  to  send 
Stan  aka  Sissy  Stephanie,  the  star  of 
the  youtube.com  short  “Sissies  Gone 
Wild”  off  to  Xaviera’s  for  her  own 
misadventures.  Sissy  Stephanie  made 
the  rounds  including  a visit  to  the 
drag  bar  Lelyveld.  Xaviera  is  a spider 
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who  weaves  her  own  tapestry  of  long 
lasting  friendships  built  on  the  joy  of 
sex  and  a heartfelt  candor. 

While  in  NY  this  week,  Xaviera 
was  feted  with  two  dinner  parties, 
which  I helped  to  organize,  and  a fan- 
tastic brunch  complete  with  bur- 
lesque dancers.  As  a good-by  gift  she 
gave  me  a lovely  scarf,  hot  off  the 
press  of  what  she  hopes  to  be  a new 
product  line.  It’s  a beautiful  scarf,  but 
my  very  favorite  part  (and  maybe  hers 
too)  is  the  label  that  reads  “Xaviera.” 

I don’t  need  a silk  scarf  to  remind  me 
of  my  ties  to  this  wonderful  friend, 
but  hey,  we  all  love  presents. 

Sex  On  The  Road 

A most  provocative  variety  show  was 
presented  when  the  Sex  Workers’  Art 
Show  came  to  New  York’s  Zipper 
Theater.  Each  year,  for  the  past  sever- 
al, founder  Annie  Oakley  has  organ- 
ized a group  of  diverse  performers, 
each  of  whom  is  a sex  industry  pro- 
fessional: stripper,  domme,  prosti- 
tute, phone  sex  talent . . . whatever. 
They  hop  in  a bus  and  tour  the 
country  for  a couple  of  months,  play- 
ing in  towns  and  on  campuses,  often 


shaking  up  the  establishment.  The 
performers  offer  commentaries 
about  their  work  in  the  form  of 
dance,  music,  spoken  word. 

Annie  Oakley,  the  evening’s  host- 
ess, knows  how  to  shoot  from  the 
hip.  She’s  frank  and  funny  and  she 
books  performers  of  equally  high  cal- 
iber. Kirk  Read,  a rent  boy,  began  the 
NY  show  by  reading  a letter  he’d 
written  to  the  Hilton  Hotel  president 
which  offered  advice  on  how  to  make 
the  hotel  a better,  more  sexy  place. 

My  favorite  of  Kirk’s  suggestions  was, 
“After  spending  a fortune  on  lighting, 
you  could  at  least  install  dimmers.” 
Sometimes  the  acts  defy  definition 
like  that  of  Krylon  Superstar,  whose 
drag  costume  was  only  a wig  and  a 
sparkler.  FTM  go-go  dancer  Glenn 
put  himself  in  the  hands  of  domme 
Keva  for  an  imaginative  take  on 
dominance  and  submission. 

Unlike  variety  shows  in  which 
the  performers  all  look  the  same, 
bodies  that  have  been  buffed  and 
sculpted  to  perfection,  this  Sex 
Worker  Art  troupe  contained  the 
voluptuousness  of  dancers  Dirty 
Martini  and  The  World  Famous  Bob; 
the  wiry  toughness  of  Erin  Markey 


and  Kirk  Read;  the  smooth  strength 
of  Julie  Atlas  Muz  and  Keva  I.  Fee; 
the  roly-poly  fullness  of  Glen;  the 
over-the-top  blondeness  of  Forelei 
Lee;  the  bewigged  fierceness  of 
Krylon;  and  the  laid  back  intellectual 
cool  of  Chris  Kraus.  Annie  Oakley 
wore  camouflage  and  high  heels.  She 
was  ready  for  battle,  though  New 
York  was  a lot  more  open-minded 
and  friendly  than  some  of  the  other 
venues  they  played. 

There  were  a lot  of  friendly  faces 
in  the  audiences.  I had  invited  my 
dear  friend  and  adult  industry  god- 
dess, Vanessa  Del  Rio.  Jo  Weldon, 
founder  of  the  school  of  burlesque 
( www.schoolotburlesque.com)  docu- 
mented the  amazing  night  with  her 
camera.  Sex  work  is  often  part  of  the 
life  of  a transperson  and  trans  or 
drag  performers  are  always  welcome 
to  apply  for  a spot  in  the  show.  If  you 
think  you  are  ready  for  your  close- 
up,  contact  Annie  Oakley  for  a shot 
at  stardom.  If  you’d  like  to  see  the 
Sex  Worker  Art  Show  on  their  next 
tour  (and  I highly  recommend  it), 
sign  on  to  their  e-mail  list  ( www.sex - 
workerartshow.  com ) . 
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Ladies  in  Heels 

If  there’s  one  thing  that  brings 
transwomen  and  biofemmes  together, 
it’s  how  to  rise  to  the  challenge  of  our 
pumps.  That  was  my  reasoning  when 
I initiated  our  academy’s  first  group 
lesson,  “Amazing  Grace:  How  to 
Walk,  Sit,  and  Pose  in  High  Heels”  a 
class  for  all  women,  t-girls  and  g-girls. 

The  class  almost  had  to  be  can- 
celled before  it  was  started  when  I 
learned  our  beloved  dean  of  high 
heels,  Miss  Maryanne  needed  knee 
surgery  and  would  not  be  able  to 
teach,  nor  could  I after  I had  injured 
my  tootsie  on  the  mean  streets  of 
Manhattan. 

Meanwhile  my  friend  Rachel 
Kramer  Bussel,  editor  of  the  new 
book  Crossdressing  Erotic  Stories  -for 
which  I wrote  the  foreword  - had 
already  published  a great  promo  piece 
about  the  class  in  the  popular  maga- 
zine Time  Out  New  York,  and  stu- 
dents had  begun  to  set  our  phone  a- 
jingle.  I mentioned  my  staffing  prob- 
lem to  Michelle  Xavier,  t-girl  about 
town  and  a Jill-of-all-trades.  Michelle 
works  in  a costume  shop.  She’s  the 
coat  check  girl  at  No  Where,  a tranny 
bar.  She’s  the  surprise  in  the  birthday 
cake.  All  this  to  support  her  and  his 


acting  career.  I hired  Michelle  as  a cir- 
culation manager.  Her  job  was  to  pass 
out  postcards  advertising  the  class. 

On  hearing  my  staffing  need, 
Michelle  recommended  I interview 
two  women  she  knew  from  the  acting 
and  modeling  world.  That’s  how 
Miss  Julia,  a graduate  of  the  Bolshoi 
School  of  Ballet  happened  to  daintily 
step  into  the  role  of  our  high  heel 
teacher.  Thus  far  we’ve  had  three 
group  classes  and  each  one  brings 
together  a fascinating  group  of 
women,  each  with  her  own  reasons 
for  taking  that  high  heeled  step. 

The  T-girls  included  CDI  mem- 
bers Rita  Petite, 
Madelyn  (who 
recently  renamed 
herself  Cleopatra 
Queen  of 
Denial),  Lucille, 
Joanne  and 
Hannah,  who 
appeared  on  a 
recent  Tyra  show 
and  has  the  hair 
extensions  to 
prove  it. 

The  g-girls 
included  one 
who  said  she  had 


never  worn  high  heels,  or  even  owned 
a skirt,  but  she  had  made  a death  bed 
promise  to  her  mother  who  had  worn 
5 inch  stilettos  all  her  life,  that  she 
would  try  to  be  more  glamorous; 
another  would  be  married  in  a 
month  and  wanted  to  be  sure  that 
when  all  eyes  were  on  her,  she  would 
not  trip  down  the  aisle. 

A dozen  or  so  women  enrolled  in 
each  class,  all  united  in  a single  pur- 
pose, the  beauty  of  feminine  move- 
ment. Not  only  did  the  students  get  a 
terrific  lesson  in  how  to  walk  sit  and 
pose,  they  learned  about  each  other.  It 
was  a unique  social  encounter,  but 
then  that  is  what  Miss  Vera’s  academy 
is  all  about,  being  out  and  about  in  the 
world  and  making  the  world  a more 
beautiful,  loving  and  tolerant  place  . . . 
one  high-heeled  step  at  a time. 

Cherchez  la  femme! 

.w 


To  learn  more  about  Veronica  Vera  and 
Miss  Vera's  Finishing  School  for  Boys  Who 
Want  to  Be  Girls  in  New  York  City, 
call  212-242-6449, 
visit  www.missvera.com 
or  email  webhostess@missvera.com 


Miss  Julia  and  student  JoAnn  lead  the  way. 
Photograph  by  Mariette  Pathy  Allen. 
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Trans/Gender  Doc  — 
An  Interview  with 
Dr.  Lisa  O'Connor 

by  Grace  Goode 


If  you  were  transgender,  preparing 
to  transition  and  seeking  a doctor, 
what  kind  of  professional  would  you 
want?  An  experienced  specialist  in 
transgender  medicine?  A doctor  who 
was  also  a credentialed  therapist,  able 
to  provide  counseling  as  well  as  hor- 
mones? A warm  and  caring  person 
who  happened  to  be  a very  attractive 
post-op  nrale-to-female  transsexual? 

I’ve  just  described  Dr.  Lisa 
O'Connor,  a West  Point  graduate  and 
former  military  officer  who  transi- 
tioned while  employed  as  a medical 
director  for  a major  university.  She  is 
charming,  warm  and  witty,  and 
much-loved  by  her  many  grateful 
patients,  including  me.  She  gracious- 
ly agreed  to  this  interview  and  we 
later  met  in  her  comfortable  New 
Jersey  office  on  a warm  summer 
afternoon. 

Grace:  Would  you  describe  your 
childhood  experiences  of  growing  up 
transgender? 

Dr  Lisa:  It’s  a pretty  classic  story.  My 
earliest  memories  are  of  playing  house 
and  always  being  the  mother.  I 
thought  I was  a girl.  In  kindergarten,  I 
tried  to  play  house  but  my  teacher 
stopped  me  and  explained,  “Boys 
don’t  play  house,  they  play  with 
blocks  and  toy  trucks.”  That  confused 
me,  but  I just  figured  she  wanted  me 
to  play  with  the  boys.  In  first  grade, 
we  wore  uniforms — skirts,  blouses 
and  little  ties  for  the  girls;  slacks,  jack- 
ets and  long  ties  for  the  boys.  When 
boys  were  lined  up  on  one  side  of  the 
room  and  girls  on  the  other,  I felt  like 


I was  on  the  wrong  side.  That’s  when  1 
finally  realized  I was  a boy. 

1 always  felt  like  a girl,  but  I was 
able  to  ignore  the  issue  until  puberty. 
At  puberty,  the  confusion  returned. 
When  I saw  girls  socializing  with 
boys,  I wanted  to  be  a girl  relating  to 
boys  in  the  same  way.  But  I knew  I 
wasn’t  gay.  I secretly  concluded  I had 
a unique,  terrible  psychiatric  disorder 
that  would  condemn  me  to  a mental 
institution  for  life.  So,  I never  talked 
about  my  feelings  to  anyone. 

Grace:  How  did  you  figure  out  you 
were  transgender? 

Dr  Lisa:  At  that  time,  I had  no  idea 
what  it  meant  to  be  transgender.  All 
I knew  is  that  I wanted  to  be  a girl. 

I once  saw  a newspaper  article  about 
the  famous  transsexual,  Christine 
Jorgensen.  And  when  the  tennis  player 
Renee  Richards  came  out  publicly, 

I knew  for  sure — I was  like  them. 

I went  to  the  library  for  books  on  gen- 
der issues  but  was  too  embarrassed  to 
sign  for  them,  so  1 smuggled  them 
out.  1 also  began  to  crossdress  secretly. 

Grace:  You  once  mentioned  your 
“fight  to  masculinity.”  What  is  that? 

Dr  Lisa:  Flight  to  masculinity  occurs 
for  some  male-to-female  Trans  per- 
sons who  are  afraid  of  appearing  as 
less  than  men,  so  they  compensate  by 
doing  very  manly  things.  They  may 
become  policeman  or  join  the  mili- 
tary. They  may  enjoy  sports,  drink- 
ing, and  getting  into  fights.  In  high 
school,  I got  into  a fight  for  being 
“less  than  macho”  and  lost.  I swore  I 
would  never  lose  again  so  I got  heav- 
ily into  martial  arts  and  earned  my 
first  black  belt.  After  my  next  fight, 
the  poor  kid  who  challenged  me  was 
really  a mess.  And  when  a football 
player  tested  me,  I ripped  him  to 
shreds.  At  that  point  I was  “one  of 
the  guys.”  My  secret  was  well-hidden. 

I did  everything  1 thought  a guy 
should  do — I got  into  fights,  drank 


lots  of  alcohol,  and  went  to  the 
United  States  Military  Academy  at 
West  Point  because  I couldn’t  think 
of  a more  macho  institution.  I want- 
ed my  gender  issue  to  go  away  and  I 
thought  they  could  beat  it  out  of  me. 
After  graduation,  I got  married  and 
did  five  years  active  duty  in  the  army 
as  a combat  engineer.  But  my  gender 
problem  never  went  away.  After  get- 
ting married  and  having  two  chil- 
dren, I was  still  plagued  by  my  feel- 
ings of  being  the  wrong  gender.  I got 
some  counseling  for  depression  and 
anger,  but  I was  so  miserable  that  I 
would  sometimes  drive  recklessly, 
hoping  that  I would  crash  and  burn. 
The  feelings  slowly  got  more  intense, 
year  by  year. 

I left  the  army  to  go  to  medical 
school.  When  I finished  my  residen- 
cy, I opened  a practice  in  family 
medicine  in  New  Brunswick,  NJ  and 
saw  patients  there  for  ten  years.  I 
thought  my  gender  problem  had 
reached  a plateau,  but  it  only  pro- 
gressed. Initially,  I had  decided  to 
take  this  secret  to  my  grave.  Then  I 
finally  concluded  that  I indeed  was 
transgender  and  secretly  started  tak- 
ing estrogen. 

My  relationship  with  my  wife 
gradually  became  more  platonic, 
non-sexual.  We  were  more  like 
roommates.  Eventually,  she  told  me  I 
had  to  move  out.  She  didn’t  want  a 
platonic  husband  and  she  had  fallen 
in  love  with  someone  else.  I was  real- 
ly devastated.  That’s  when  I called  a 
gender  therapist  and  started  to  figure 
out  how  to  transition. 

I couldn’t  transition  immediately 
because  1 had  learned  that  the  med- 
ical profession  is  very  conservative. 

As  a medical  student  working  in  an 
emergency  room,  I saw  a transgender 
street  walker  who  was  dead  on 
arrival.  The  medical  staff  there  was 
making  fun  of  her,  gawking  at  this 
“man  dressed  as  a woman.”  In  anoth- 
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er  incident  much  later,  a flamboyant- 
ly dressed  gay  man  walked  in  the 
medical  office  where  I worked  and 
another  doctor  said  loudly,  “I  don’t 
see  those  kinds  of  people.  Give  it  to 
Dr.  O’Connor.” 

Apparently,  the  medical  commu- 
nity is  like  most  other  communi- 
ties— there’s  tremendous  intolerance 
for  gays  and  lesbians,  not  just  Trans 
people.  I happily  treated  the  patient, 
but  I knew  I couldn’t  transition  at 
this  job.  Fortunately,  the  Physician 
Assistant  Program  at  a nearby  med- 
ical university  asked  me  to  be  their 
medical  director.  I thought  this 
would  be  a great  opportunity  to  go 
ahead  with  my  transition. 

Grace:  How  did  you  prepare  for 
your  transition  there? 

Dr  Lisa:  I had  great  performance 
reviews  and  student  evaluations,  so 
after  a year  I felt  comfortable  enough 
to  transition.  I sent  a letter  to  my 
director  explaining  my  intentions. 
They  had  a faculty  meeting  to  discuss 
it,  and  afterwards  faculty  members 
came  into  my  office  individually  and 
told  me,  “Don’t  worry  about  it;  we’re 
all  behind  you.”  1 had  my  gender  reas- 
signment surgery  in  July  2005  and 
“came  out”  at  work  in  September, 
working  as  a woman.  Within  three 
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Apparently,  the 
medical  community 
is  like  most  other 
communities — there's 
tremendous  intoler- 
ance for  gays  and 
lesbians,  not  just 
Trans  people. 

months,  I was  unemployed. 

Grace:  How  did  you  feel  about  being 
unexpectedly  unemployed? 

Dr  Lisa:  I was  absolutely  devastated.  I 
went  into  a deep  depression,  very 
dark,  scary.  What  got  me  out  of  the 
depression  was  my  decision  to  open 
up  this  practice. 

Grace:  How  did  you  come  to  that 
decision? 

Dr  Lisa:  When  I first  went  for  hor- 
mones, the  doctor  didn’t  really  know 
what  to  do.  Most  endocrinologists 
don’t  treat  Trans  patients.  He  actually 
asked  me  which  labs  are  required  and 
what  doses  of  hormones  to  prescribe. 
Also,  the  Trans  population  has  a lot 
depression,  anxiety,  and  other 
comorbidities.  Because  there  are  psy- 
chological issues  involved,  most 
physicians  are  not  comfortable  treat- 
ing them.  But  I had  been  trained  and 
certified  as  a cognitive-behavioral 
therapist  through  my  continuing 
education.  So,  I decided  to  open  a 
medical  practice  for  Trans  people  in 
which  I could  also  provide  therapy.  I 
planned  to  be  a specialist  in 
Transgender  Medicine.  While  I treat 
the  entire  GLBT  community,  over 
90%  of  my  clients  are  Trans. 

Grace:  How  do  you  think  the  medical 
community  could  become  more 
responsive  to  the  needs  of  Trans  people? 


Dr  Lisa:  When  I was  in  medical 
school,  I was  taught  that  transsexual- 
ity is  a deviant  behavior.  Now  I think 
there  should  be  a mandatory  course 
in  GLBT  health  in  every  medical 
school  and  in  every  residency.  The 
GLBT  community  probably  compris- 
es 15%  of  the  general  population. 
There’s  no  other  condition  affecting 
so  many  people  that  receives  so  little 
attention.  I’ve  tried  to  address  this 
by  speaking  at  various  institutions 
including  Columbia  University  and 
Carrier  Clinic.  I’m  also  involved  in 
the  Gay  and  Lesbian  Medical 
Association,  the  NJ  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Coalition,  and  WPATH  (formerly 
known  as  the  Harry  Benjamin 
International  Gender  Dysphoria 
Association).  I’m  also  on  the  board 
of  directors  of  the  Alliance  for 
Gender  Awareness  (AGA).  The  AGA 
is  a new  organization  whose  main 
focus  is  to  educate  the  medical  pro- 
fession about  the  Trans  population. 
Grace:  Your  practice  seems  unique. 
You  are  a transgender  physician, 
trained  as  a therapist,  and  specializ- 
ing in  treating  transgender  patients. 
Dr  Lisa:  There  are  clinics  where 
under  one  roof  you  can  find  an 
endocrinologist,  therapist,  electrolo- 
gist,  and  perhaps  a surgeon,  but  not  a 
Trans  doctor  who  handles  both  hor- 
mones and  therapy.  A colleague  said 
that  I am  the  only  such  physician  in 
the  Northeast,  and  probably  in  the 
country. 

Grace:  What  treatment  does  a typi- 
cal Trans  patient  receive  when  they 
come  to  you? 

Dr  Lisa:  First  time  patients  often 
arrive  feeling  very  timid,  frightened. 
It’s  often  the  first  time  they  talk  to 
someone  about  their  gender  issues. 
They  can  be  stressed  out  from  hiding 
this  issue.  As  it  comes  to  a head,  it’s 
like  a pimple  getting  ready  to 
explode.  And  if  they  try  to  keep  it 
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from  exploding,  it  gets  even  more 
stressful.  My  receptionist  noticed  that 
new  patients  arrive  looking  sheepish 
and  hunched  over,  but  later  sees 
them  walk  out  standing  tall,  smiling, 
looking  forward  to  their  next 
appointment. 

I’ll  see  patients  weekly  or  biweek- 
ly for  at  least  three  months,  helping 
them  with  life  issues,  anxiety,  depres- 
sion, validating  their  gender  identity, 
and  working  to  integrate  their  true 
gender  identities  into  their  lives. 
When  they  are  ready,  I start  them  on 
hormones.  They  also  attend  a group 
session  here  which  is  free  and  open 
to  the  public.  In  the  group,  we  take 
up  Trans  issues  and  have  open  dis- 
cussions. We  are  social  creatures  and 
everyone  needs  to  tell  their  story,  so 
there’s  a therapeutic  value  in  provid- 
ing a sympathetic  ear.  Many  have 
never  told  their  story,  keeping  it  a 
secret,  hidden  their  whole  life. 

Many  of  my  male-to-female 
patients  are  older  and  have  families. 
They  are  often  afraid  of  hurting  their 
families.  But  I think  it’s  a greater  hurt 
to  stay  hidden,  living  a false  life,  and 
not  sharing  yourself  fully  with  your 
family  or  yourself.  You  can  be  truth- 
ful and  honest,  teaching  your  family 
that  you  may  look  and  act  different, 
but  you’re  still  the  same  person. 
Grace:  What  happened  in  your  fami- 
ly when  you  transitioned? 

Dr  Lisa:  Even  though  I lost  my  mar- 
riage, I’m  still  close  to  my  children. 
And  I’ve  never  been  closer  to  my 
mom.  She  was  the  first  person  I told. 
Even  though  it  came  out  of  left  field, 
she  seemed  to  know  exactly  how  do 
deal  with  a Trans  son. 

Grace:  How  did  coming  out  to  your 
mother  affect  your  relationship  with  her? 

Dr  Lisa:  I always  felt  I wasn't  a good 
son  because  I wanted  to  be  a girl.  I 
thought  my  mom  deserved  a better 
son,  so  I kept  relatively  distant  from 


her.  She  thought  I was  distant 
because  of  something  she  did  to  push 
me  away,  so  she  blamed  herself  for 
this  distance.  When  I came  out,  all 
this  got  resolved  and  she  was  as 
happy  as  could  be.  We’re  more  like 
sisters  now  and  we  support  each 
other  through  thick  and  thin. 

Grace:  When  you  transitioned,  you 
lost  both  your  marriage  and  your  job. 
Was  it  worth  it? 

Dr  Lisa:  Absolutely!  I have  recon- 
nected with  my  parents  and  have  a 
wonderful  career.  Every  day  I rush  to 
work  and  don’t  want  to  leave  the 
office.  It’s  the  first  time  I’ve  ever  had 
a job  I enjoy  so  much.  I had  so  much 
stress  growing  up  with  this  gender 
conflict  that  I had  migraines  and 
stomach  ulcers  by  the  age  of  six. 
Towards  the  end  of  my  marriage,  I 
was  hospitalized  for  bleeding  ulcers. 
Now  the  migraines  and  ulcers  have 
vanished.  I’m  finally  able  to  enjoy 
life.  Every  moment  feels  like  moment 
of  heaven.  It  doesn’t  get  any  better 
than  that.  This  is  the  gift  I got  from 
my  transition. 

j r 

Dr.  Lisa  O'Connor,  M.D.  at 
Healthy  Transitions,  LLC 
1390  Valley  Road,  Stirling,  NJ  07980. 
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FIRST  FLIGHT 

continued  from  page  38 

I tried  to  learn  these  behavior 
changes  and  was  too  mechanical  and 
thinking  about  it  constantly,  I would 
again  be  attempting  to  be  more  than 
my  natural  self.  I had  noticed  in  the 
past,  as  I had  shared  with  my  thera- 
pist, that  when  I did  things  like  apply 
nail  polish  that  my  hand  gestures  and 
the  way  I handled  things  was  differ- 
ent. Not  intentionally  but  almost 
automatically.  Whenever  I dressed  to 
go  out,  I felt  different  and  actually 
normal  and  I think  that  release  was 


apparent  in  my  actions  and  the  way 
I carried  myself  as  that  had  always 
felt  most  normal  for  me. 

But  my  main  revelation  is  the 
choice  I am  making  to  not  live  in 
hiding  anymore.  This  does  two 
things  that  I believe  to  be  a detriment 
to  our  community  as  a whole.  I 
believe  it  gives  a lot  of  folks  that  are 
mis-guided  or  uninformed  the 
impression  that  I am  ashamed  about 
this  great  big  part  of  my  life.  I was 
uninformed  for  many  years  and  felt 
ashamed  because  of  lack  of  under- 
standing on  my  own  part,  so  why 
would  I expect  someone  else  in  the 
same  boat  to  feel  differently? 

I do  know  differently  now  and 
I have  an  opportunity  to  set  the 
record  straight.  I can  not  do  this  by 
hiding.  I need  to  be  among  others 
who  may  ask  me  why  I appear  a bit 
different  or  whatever  their  question 
may  be.  Even  if  the  question  is  never 
asked,  they  may  just  by  exposure  or 
some  contact  realize  that  I am  not 
the  “typical  Jerry  Springer  stereo- 
type” they  are  accustomed  to.  And  in 
fact  I am  a nice  polite  individual  who 
is  just  a bit  different  from  them,  or 
on  the  flip  side,  they  are  a bit  differ- 
ent from  me  . . . 

I am  not  entirely  being  an  opti- 
mist about  stating  what  my  inten- 
tions are,  as  know  I will  have  many 
obstacles  to  overcome,  with  my  fami- 
ly and  friends  and  my  future  employ- 
ment. But  this  choice  for  me  is 
clear  ...  I felt  fine  being  me  . . . and 
I haven’t  felt  like  that  as  long  as 
I can  remember.  To  feel  whole  and 
not  living  in  partial  truth,  not  wear- 
ing a disguise  as  I have  done  for  so 
many,  many  years  was  and  is  just 
plain  awesome  and  worth  it . . . .JT 

"Always  be  a first-rate  version  of  yourself,  instead 
of  a second-rate  version  of  somebody  else." 

— Judy  Garland 
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St.  Joan 


by  L.  Heidenreich 


She 

on  her  great  white  steed, 
a she-knight 
in  shining  armor. 

Our 

thighs  clenching  flanks, 
with  breath 
sharp  and  deep, 
a burning  suck  of  adrenalin 
for  the  air  of  her  France 

And  in  the  wet  of  springtime, 
we  vanquished  evil. 

Our  hearts  in  our  thighs  - 

My 

Knight  in  shining  armor 
Her  voice  shouting 
In  my  girlhood  sleep 

God  is  on  our  side. 


Linda  Heidenreich  is  a historian  who  teaches  with  the  Department  of  Women's  Studies  at  Washington  State  University. 
Her  history  articles  have  appeared  in  iournals  and  texts  such  as  Aztlan  and  Gender  Blending,  and  her  poetry  in  journals  such  as 
Lean  Seed  and  Word  is  Bond.  She  writes  poetry  for  anger  management  while  living  in  a small  town  on  the  Washington-ldaho  border. 

Sometimes  she  writes  under  the  pen  name  oneangrygirlfag,  and  can  be  reached  at  oneangrygirlfag@aol.com. 
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2QQ8  Creating  Change 

National  Gay  and  Lesbian  Task  Force  Conference 

Detroit,  Michigan  • words  and  photos  by  Denise  Leclair 
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The  name  of  this  conference  cap- 
tures its  essence  perfectly: 
Creating  Change.  If  that’s  what  you 
want  to  do,  this  is  where  you  learn 
how.  This  conference  always  makes 
me  feel  like  a student  again,  despite 
my  actual  age.  The  energy  of  thou- 
sands of  LGBTQ  activists — emphasis 
on  the  Q — is  heady  stuff.  No  matter 
how  tired  and  grouchy  I am  when  I 
arrive,  I always  leave  feeling  trans- 
formed and  ready  to  leap  into  action. 

Side-by-side  with  young  activists 
you’ll  find  some  of  our  community’s 
most  revered  leaders.  Executive 
Director  Matt  Foreman  gave  his  last 


State  of  the  Movement  speech,  since  he 
is  stepping  down  this  year.  His  charis- 
matic leadership  will  be  hard  to  replace. 

Comedian  Kate  Clinton  emceed 
throughout  the  event,  making  even 
routine  announcements  sidesplit- 
ting— even  the  entertainers  had  more 
experience  as  activists  than  I do. 

Julian  Bond  of  the  NAACP  dis- 
cussed the  parallels  between  the  civil 
rights  movement  and  the  modern  gay 
rights  movement.  When  asked  if  he 
thought  gay  rights  were  civil  rights,  he 
said,  “Of  course  they  are.”  Unfortunately, 
he  never  did  use  the  “T”  word. 


Episcopal  Bishop  V.  Gene 
Robinson  had  no  problem  including 
transgender  people.  I have  never  felt 
love  radiate  from  someone  the  way  it 
does  from  him.  Listening  to  him 
made  me  believe. 

On  Sunday  The  First  Nations 
Two-Spirit  Collective  performed, 
and  then  Bernice  Johnson  Reagan 

and  her  daughter  Toshi  Reagan 
brought  the  event  to  a close  with  an 
amazing  performance.  They  left  the 
audience  enraptured,  covering  a range 
of  material  from  hard-hitting  blues  to 
moving  spirituals.  Ultimately,  I was 
the  one  who  was  changed.  . JT 


Matt  Foreman  and  partner 
Francisco  De  Leon 
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Translating  Gender 

on  Women's 

College  Campuses: 

A Nonprofit's  Work  for 
Inclusion  and  Education 

by  Shannon  Sennott  and  Hadley  Smith 

Editor’s  note:  Translate  was  a recipient  of  a 
2007 grant  from  lEGE’s  Winslow  Street  Fund. 

Within  the  last  decade  activists 
in  the  transgender  movement 
have  researched  and  developed 
strategies  to  address  the  needs  and 
concerns  of  transgender  students  on 
university  campuses  throughout  the 
United  States.  These  studies  and 
training  materials  have  focused 
specifically  on  creating  safe  campus 
environments  by  eliminating  vio- 
lence against  transgender  students 
and  educating  faculty,  staff,  and 
administrators  about  this  part  of 
their  student  body  representation. 

What  provides  a unique  challenge 
for  activists  is  applying  these  tactics  to 
women’s  colleges.  Translate,  a non- 
profit co-founded  by  Shannon 
Sennott,  Hadley  Smith  and  Rebekah 
Heilman,  is  currently  tailoring  and 
adapting  these  strategies  to  advocate 
trans  and  / or  gender  non-conforming 
individuals  who  want  to  attend,  who 
currently  attend,  and  who  have  attend- 
ed women’s  college  communities. 

Translate  is  a two-fold  advocacy 
and  education  organization  that  pro- 
vides trainings  and  outreach  regard- 
ing issues  relevant  to  transgender, 
transexual,  and  / or  gender  non-con- 
forming  individuals.  Specifically, 
Translate’s  women’s  college  campus 
project  is  aptly  named  “The 
Inclusion  Initiative”  and  is  currently 
a primary  focus  for  Translate’s  mem- 
bership and  curricula  development. 

The  Inclusion  Initiative  originat- 
ed in  2006  as  a project  developed  by 


co-founder  Shannon  Sennott  while 
attending  the  Smith  School  for  Social 
Work.  Shannon  became  aware  that 
no  women’s  college  offered  anti-dis- 
crimination rights  or  protective  poli- 
cies for  trans  and  / or  gender  non- 
conforming  individuals  either  cur- 
rently attending  or  wanting  to  attend 
a women’s  college.  Her  project  soon 
blossomed  into  a nonprofit  with  the 
membership  of  co-founders  and 
women’s  college  alums  Hadley  Smith 
and  Rebekah  Heilman. 

Translate’s  Inclusion  Initiative 
has  created  a training  curriculum 
that  engages  practical,  theoretical  and 
therapeutic  approaches  to  mediation 
between  students  and  administrators, 
faculty  and  staff.  The  curriculum  is 
developed  to  relieve  trans  and/or 
gender  non-conforming  students  of 
their  roles  as  primary  educators, 
allowing  them  to  focus  on  academics 
and  personal  growth.  The  Initiative 
offers  schools  supportive  frameworks 
and  individually  tailored  policy 
guidelines  for  creating  a trans-safe 
campus  environment  for  specific 
campus  communities.  Critical  to  the 
philosophy  of  the  Inclusion  Initiative 
is  the  invitation  for  conversations 
about  trans( gender)  experiences  as 


they  parallel  the  experience  of  going 
to  a women’s  college,  and  exploring 
how  these  experiences  may  be  sepa- 
rate knowledge(s)  but  are  not  sepa- 
rate from  one  another. 

Translate’s  larger  mission  is  to 
provide  outreach,  advocacy,  and 
training  services  to  organizations  and 
institutions  that  are  seeking  informa- 
tion and  education  related  to  the 
rights  and  concerns  of  gender  non- 
conforming  and  / or  trans  individu- 
als. Translate  has  organized  and  facil- 
itated events  and  workshops 
throughout  the  New  England  area 
and  responds  creatively  and  con- 
structively to  requests  from  different 
institutions,  organizations,  and  com- 
munities. 

Translate  has  recently  incorporat- 
ed the  Partnership  Project  and  the 
Monologues  Project  into  its  outreach, 
education  and  curricula  models.  Both 
projects  are  built  from  the  foundation 
of  multimedia  narrative  expressions 
of  trans  and/or  gender  non-conform- 
ing experiences.  The  Partnership 
Project  seeks  to  uncover  and  give  lan- 
guage to  the  profound  relationship 
between  partnership  and  trans  and  / 
or  gender  non-conforming  identities. 
As  submissions  and  contributions  are 
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compiled,  Translate  will  create  an 
edited  anthology/collection  of  multi- 
media work  to  be  published  that 
explicitly  details,  chronicles,  and  illu- 
minates the  emotions  and  internal 
processes  of  those  who  are  both  part- 
nered with  trans  and/or  gender  non- 
conforming  persons  and  also  those 
people  who  are  trans  and/or  gender 
non-conforming  and  are,  or  have 
been,  a partner  to  others. 

The  Monologues  Project  was 
born  out  of  a performance  at 
Chatham  College  entitled  “Transitions 
and  Transgressions:  Autobiographical 
Monologues  by  Chatham  Students 
and  Alums.”  This  event  included  two 
workshops  for  faculty,  staff,  students, 
administrators,  and  the  general  pub- 
lic. The  Monologues  Project  is  a 
workshop  / performance  that  com- 
bines multiple  narrative  readings  by 
trans  and/or  gender  non-conforming 
individuals,  and  a training  with  a cur- 


riculum that  emphasizes  self-educa- 
tion and  activism. 

The  co-founders  of  Translate 
have  acted  (and  continue  to  act)  in 
the  capacity  of  consultant,  educator, 
advocate  and  activist.  Over  the  past 
year,  Translate  has  been  interviewed 
for  articles  for  the  New  York  Times 
and  the  Boston  Globe.  Hadley  Smith 
and  Shannon  Sennott  were  recently 
interviewed  about  Translate’s  origins 
and  mission  for  an  independent  film 
being  made  at  New  York  University’s 
Film  School.  Translate  organized  and 
co-sponsored  a “Toilet  Training”  film 
screening  and  panel  discussion  at 
Fisher  College  in  Boston,  as  well  as 
co-presented  the  2007  Boston  Gay 
and  Lesbian  Film  / Video  Festival’s 
screening  of  “Boy  I Am.”  Translate’s 
workshop  “Living  Genders:  the 
embodiment  of  Self  in  gender  non- 
conforming  people”  has  been  con- 
ducted at  Wellesley  College,  Keshet’s 


Jewish  Safe  Schools  and  Supportive 
Communities  liaison  training,  First 
Event  2008,  a Queer  Theory  litera- 
ture course  at  UMass-Amherst,  and 
for  multiple  other  organizations  and 
events. 

For  more  information  on 
Translate,  or  to  learn  more  about  the 
creative  and  diverse  resources  that 
Translate  can  offer  to  groups,  organi- 
zations and  institutions,  visit 
Translate  on  the  internet  on  MySpace 
( www.myspace.  com/transla  tegender) , 
Facebook,  or  Livejournal.  To  contact 
Translate  regarding  the  Inclusion 
Initiative,  the  Monologue  Project,  the 
Partnership  Project,  or  any  question 
related  to  curricula,  workshops  and 
trainings,  please  write  to 
transla  te.gender@gmail.  com.  . T 
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Dancing  in  the  OR 

by  Amy  George 

he  night  before  my  flight  to 
Miami  I slept  over  at  Mom  and 
Dad’s.  In  their  fold-out  bed,  I had  a 
long,  exhausting  dream  where  I try  in 
vain  to  find  a certain  place.  The 
dream  mirrored  my  exhaustive  con- 
templation about  the  personal  mean- 
ing of  my  orchiectomy,  about  to  be 
performed,  in  a couple  of  days. 

Before  I came  to  identify  as  a woman, 
1 had  been  as  attached  to  my  testicles 
as  any  man. 

For  the  end  of  the  dream,  the 
place  I’ve  been  seeking  seems  to  find 
me.  In  my  vicinity,  there  is  a collec- 
tion of  people  I have  passed  during 
the  dream  without  recognizing  their 
significance.  Two  of  them  are  women 
standing  on  either  side  of  me.  They 
are  angry  with  me  for  not  having 
recognized  them  earlier.  They  begin 
to  die  by  dematerializing  from 
human  form  into  something  yellow 
and  gross,  which  decomposing  testi- 
cles might  look  like.  While  their 
decomposition  is  underway,  an  over- 
powering force  enters  the  dream  say- 
ing that  this  is  the  wrath  of  God.  A 
moment  later  someone  is  calling  my 
boy  name.  It  was  my  mother  rousing 
me  from  sleep. 

The  spurned  women  of  the  dream 
were  my  testicles.  In  being  castrated, 

I was  going  to  rid  myself  of  that  which 
had  made  women  scorn  me,  women 
like  my  ex-girlfriends.  Proceeding 
with  life  would  be  impossible  without 
the  operation.  I loved  women  so 
much  that  1 was  becoming  one. 

The  dream’s  “overpowering 
force”  revealed  its  impersonal,  spiri- 
tual aspect,  which  was  God’s  “wrath.” 
Certainly,  to  de-masculinize  and  cas- 
trate a man  appeared  wrathful,  yet  it 
was  not  really  since  God  is  incapable 
of  what  people  call  “wrath.”  God’s 


wrath  was  in  subjecting  monks  and 
nuns,  such  as  me,  to  his  / her  will  for 
the  sake  of  increasingly  making 
divine  freedom  conscious. 

Carrying  the  awareness  of  the 
women’s  anger  and  God’s  wrath  to 
Miami,  I was  even  more  serious  and 
focused  than  I had  been  in  the  days 
just  prior  to  flight. 

Hurricane  Wilma  had  recently  passed 
through  southern  Florida.  Palm  trees 
were  broken  and  coconuts  were  all 
over  the  place.  Wilma  was  Fred 
Flintstone’s  wife.  Her  hurricane  was 
the  force  of  the  prehistoric,  pre-con- 
scious  feminine.  She  was  a mighty 
castratrix. 

My  motel  room  was  spacious, 
with  two  beds,  a kitchenette  and  a 
balcony  that  looked  onto  a canal  and 
out  to  Biscayne  Bay.  I was  happy. 

After  settling  in,  I walked  to  the 
Reed  Centre,  where  the  orchiectomy 
would  be  performed,  just  to  see 
where  it  was.  I had  the  address  mem- 
orized, but  in  my  mind  I mixed  it  up 
with  the  centre’s  zip  code,  so  I didn’t 
find  it.  I returned  to  the  motel  feeling 
incompetent  and  a little  upset. 

The  motel  was  called  the 
Whitehouse  because  it  had  a round- 
ed facade  with  columns  and  flags, 
recalling  the  Presidential  White 
House.  A shiny  black  Buddha 
presided  atop  the  Whitehouse’s 
reception  desk.  It  seemed  unlikely 
that  there  had  ever  been  a Buddha  in 
the  Presidents’  White  House. 


When  I left  the  motel  to  get  din- 
ner, white  men  in  gigantic  trucks 
were  returning  from  work.  I heard 
one  tell  another  in  a thick  drawl, 

“Pull  that  truck  on  up.” 

“Oh,  great,”  I thought  darkly. 
Aside  from  suicide  bombers,  I knew 
of  no  one  more  destructive  than  cer- 
tain construction  workers. 

The  restaurant  I decided  on  was 
a Jewish,  vegetarian  place  where 
I ended  up  getting  all  my  meals.  It 
was  quite  dark  upon  first  entering. 
The  staff  was  greeting  me  from  a few 
feet  away,  but  I could  not  see  them 
because  of  the  dearth  of  light  and  my 
poor  vision.  I stepped  forward  uncer- 
tainly. I heard  them  greet  me  again, 
but  still  I did  not  see  them  and  felt 
disoriented.  Finally,  one  came  up  to 
me  and  said,  “Sit  anywhere  you  like.” 

1 hated  when  my  poor  vision 
made  me  seem  like  a weirdo,  which 
was  usual  when  I was  in  a new  place, 
so  I hated  going  anywhere  new. 

Going  alone  to  Florida  made  me 
anxious.  I was  eager  for  the  arrival  of 
my  brothers  Alex  and  Jack,  the  fol- 
lowing day. 

That  night  moonlight  was 
sparkling  on  the  waters  channeling 
around  the  periphery  of  the 
Whitehouse.  I left  my  balcony  door 
open  and  listened  to  sound  of  the 
water.  It  was  soothing  and  tranquil, 
like  being  on  another,  more  peaceful 
planet. 

In  the  morning  I took  a cab  to 
my  eight  o’clock  appointment  for  my 
initial  consultation  with  Dr.  Reed. 
When  I arrived,  the  door  was  locked. 

I knocked  and  no  one  answered. 

I waited  for  an  hour  before  someone 
came  out  of  the  elevator  and  pro- 
ceeded to  the  centre’s  door.  I greeted 
him,  but  he  didn’t  respond,  or  maybe 
he  did  quietly  and  my  eyesight  pre- 
vented me  from  seeing  his  response. 

I followed  him  in  and  sat  down  in 
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the  reception  area. 

Shortly,  Dr.  Reed  came  out  and 
said  with  some  annoyance,  “Amy,  you 
have  come  too  early.  We’re  not  ready 
to  receive  you.” 

“But  I was  told  to  be  here  at 
eight  o’clock  for  my  appointment,” 

I replied. 

Dr.  Reed  checked  this  out  on  the 
schedule,  saw  I was  right,  apologized 
and  said  he  would  be  with  me  as 
soon  as  he  could. 

In  the  past  five  years  and  particu- 
larly in  the  previous  five  months 
I had  been  treated  so  negligently  by 
medical  staff  that  I was  not  surprised 
by  the  mix-up. 

I was  slightly  paranoid  that 
Dr.  Reed  would  find  some  reason  to 
avert  the  orchiectomy — like  other 
doctors  had.  On  the  phone  he  had 
asked  me  how  long  I had  been  cross- 
dressing full-time.  I was  still  present- 
ing in  public  as  male.  1 told  him 
1 had  been  crossdressing  every  day 
for  a year,  but  not  full-time.  “Why 
not?”  he  asked. 

I said, “I  don't  know,  uh...well, 

I do.  It’s  because... uh...”  and  went 
on  stammering  for  a while,  looking 
for  a brief  way  to  explain  myself 
since  I assumed  that  Dr.  Reed  was 
busy  because  he  was  a doctor.  At  the 
same  time,  I did  not  want  to  sabotage 
Dr.  Reed’s  view  of  me  as  a candidate 
for  the  surgery.  I wanted  to  sound 
like  a person  with  integrity.  I was 
thinking  too  many  things  at  once  so 
I finally  answered,  “I  am  right  now.” 

To  me,  wearing  female  clothing 
wasn’t  crossdressing  anyway.  I was  a 
girl.  To  dress  as  a boy  was  crossdress- 
ing. All  I ever  wore  as  a boy,  even  in 
public,  was  pajamas.  I didn’t  mention 
that  on  the  phone  to  Dr.  Reed 
because  I didn’t  want  to  sound  loony. 

The  doctor  said,  “It  doesn’t  mat- 
ter,” and  moved  on  to  something  else. 
At  any  rate,  I felt  I had  failed  the 


phone  interview  and  was  anxious 
about  coming  off  femininely  for  our 
consultation  so  that  he  would  have 
no  reservation  about  the  operation. 
Consequently,  it  was  a blessing-in- 
disguise  that  my  appointment  had 
been  overlooked,  since,  after  years  of 
such  neglectful  treatment,  I felt  I had 
earned  the  right  to  be  demanding, 
and  the  bitchiness  of  how  this  felt 
helped  me  come  off  more  femininely 
than  I would  have  without  it. 

It  appeared  I had  been  over- 
looked because  Dr.  Reed’s  office  was 
understaffed.  It  was  just  him,  Ann 
and  Frank  (actual  names). 

Since  I was  feeling  a bit  hostile, 
the  comfort  in  Dr.  Reed’s  waiting 
room  struck  me  as  insincerely  luring 
patients  into  a sense  that  their  gender 
struggles  were  understood  there  and 
would  be  worked  out.  The  chairs, 
seats,  and  sofas  were  plush,  aristo- 
cratic and  a bit  Victorian.  The  room 
was  lit  by  a huge,  faux  skylight. 

Large  paintings  of  feminine 
scenes,  in  gilded  frames,  were  hung. 
The  largest  showed  little,  twin  girls 
with  neat,  red  hair,  wearing  identical 
blue  dresses.  One  of  them  was  sitting 
on  the  back  of  the  family  dog,  which 
was  several  times  her  size.  His  expres- 
sion seemed  to  say  that  he  bore  her 
weight  dutifully. 

The  girls  were  looking  at  their 
mother.  She  was  in  a black  gown, 
reclining  on  a chaise  lounge,  and 
smiling  pleasantly.  Though  the  paint- 
ing was  masterfully  executed,  my 
mood  made  the  girls  seem  bratty  and 
the  woman  stupid,  like  objects  of 
sentimentalized  fantasy,  for  which 
I had  zero  sympathy. 

I could  hear  Dr.  Reed  conversing 
with  Ann  and  Frank  about  me,  refer- 
ring to  me  with  masculine  pronouns, 
which  made  me  feel  bitter  and 
abnormal.  Perhaps  I had  to  expect 
that  since  I was  presenting  as  male, 


except  for  women’s  jeans.  However, 
once  I was  admitted  through  the 
waiting  room  door  I was  addressed 
as  a woman. 

It  was  quite  amazing  how  differ- 
ent I felt  and  behaved  when  people 
acceptingly  acknowledged  me  as 
female.  My  posture,  gestures  and 
movement  became  composed  and 
graceful.  My  voice  changed,  too,  and 
Dr.  Reed  even  complimented  me  on 
its  “register,”  which  was  validating, 
and  even  nourishing.  It  was  as  if 
I existed  to  him. 

Outside  of  the  Reed  Centre  I had 
little  existence  to  anyone  compared 
to  how  much  people  normally  exist- 
ed to  others.  I had  not  had  a mean- 
ingful social  relationship  in  eight 
years. 

Dr.  Reed  asked  me  if  I had  any 
questions  about  the  procedure.  “Yes,” 

I answered, “...but  I’m  not  remem- 
bering them...” 

“Take  as  much  time  as  you  need,” 
he  said,  “We  kept  you  waiting  for  an 
hour.” 

One  question  came  to  me.  It  was 
about  the  suture.  He  said  it  would 
dissolve  in  two  weeks. 

I paused,  and  said,  “I  guess  that’s 
it.” 

“Great,  Amy.  Let’s  go  to  the 
examination  room  so  I can  look  you 
over.” 

Once  inside,  the  doctor  said,  “I’d 
like  you  to  take  everything  off, 
including  your  panties.” 

Ann  came  in  and  stood  by  the 
door.  “She  has  beautiful  skin,  doesn’t 
she?”  Dr.  Reed  noted. 

“Yes,  she  does,”  replied  Ann. 

“Thank  you,”  I said  humbly.  I felt 
special. 

Afterward,  as  I was  dressing,  Ann 
cleaned  the  examination  table  off 
with  alcohol.  The  center  was  immac- 
ulate. The  main  hallway  was  white 
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marble,  and  the  bathroom  was  done 
in  black  marble.  It  was  a center  for 
sexual  reassignment,  but  also  felt  like 
a well-kept  temple. 

Back  in  Dr.  Reed’s  office, 

I remembered  my  second  question, 
about  painkillers.  “Thank  you  for 
reminding  me,  Amy,”  said  Dr.  Reed. 

It  seemed  the  doctor  had  way  too 
much  to  do.  I was  certain,  from 
things  he  had  told  me  over  the 
phone,  that  he  spent  nights  in  the 
centre  to  look  after  the  women 
recovering  there  from  their  SRS  (sex- 
ual reassignment  surgery). 

Dr.  Reed  was  a bit  past  middle- 
age,  but  his  face  was  youthful,  per- 
haps because  of  plastic  surgery.  In  his 
demeanor  and  the  deftness  of  his 
movements,  I perceived  that  he  was 
the  master  of  every  detail  of  the  cen- 
ter. He  moved  around  in  it  as  seam- 
lessly as  a spirit.  Because  it  was  a new 
place  to  me,  I moved  from  chamber 
to  chamber  uncertainly,  like  a rock 
on  practiced  legs.  In  contrast,  when 
my  body  was  stationary — seated  or 
lying  on  the  examination  table — my 
femininity  gently  snaked  out. 

Dr.  Reed  asked  me  what  I did. 

I replied  that  I was  a writer.  “What 
do  you  write?”  he  asked. 

“I’m  working  on  a long  memoir, 
but  I also  write  children’s  stories  and 
essays;  all  kinds  of  things.” 

“Have  you  ever  been  published?” 

“A  couple  times.”  Since  it  was 
plain  that  I couldn’t  pay  for  my  sur- 
gery just  from  being  published  a cou- 
ple times,  I admitted,  “My  parents  are 
paying  for  the  surgery.  I think  they 
feel  sorry  for  me.” 

“Parents.  Isn’t  it  great  to  have  par- 
ents?” said  Dr.  Reed  nostalgically,  “All 
the  times  they  met  me  at  the  airport. 

“Amy,  I really  like  you,”  said  Dr. 
Reed,  “When  you  come  back  for  your 
SRS,  we’ll  do  something  special  for  you.” 


1 felt  that  he  was  saying  this  because  he 
felt  guilty  for  making  me  wait  so  long, 
but  he  repeated  it  every  time  we  met 
over  the  next  couple  of  days. 

For  our  initial  correspondence, 
Dr.  Reed  had  written  unusually  cor- 
dial e-mails.  In  person,  he  treated  me 
fondly,  and  called  me  “sweetheart” 
and  “darling.”  I wanted  to  let  his 
endearments  touch  me.  I was  tired  of 
how  rarely  kindness  interrupted  my 
ongoing  isolation.  I loved  kindness 
when  it  was  sincere,  but  I was  unsure 
about  the  dimensions  of  sincerity  in 
a medical  relationship  such  as  ours. 

After  the  surgery,  while  I was  in  the 
recovery  room,  my  brother  Alex  told 
me  that  all  the  paintings  in  the  office 
were  signed  “Reed.”  When  Dr.  Reed 
came  in  Alex  asked  him  if  he  was  the 
Reed  who  had  done  them.  “Yes,”  he 
answered  shortly,  and  attended  to 
something  else,  apologizing  that 
things  were  “a  bit  high-strung.” 

My  whole  perception  of  Dr.  Reed 
then  shifted  entirely  so  that  I thought 
of  him  as  an  artist  who  honored 
women  more  than  being  doctorly 
allowed  him  to  reveal.  Then,  I was 
certain  I was  genuinely  cared  for. 

The  painting  in  the  reception  area 
of  the  girls,  woman  and  dog,  and 
especially  the  cutesiness  of  the  girl  sit- 
ting on  the  dog,  had  seemed  so  super- 
ficial at  first,  but,  as  the  work  of  Dr. 
Reed’s  hand,  it  seemed  marvelous. 

I could  relate  to  the  dog  from  the 
times  when  I dutifully  accepted 
myself,  letting  the  feminine  preside 
atop  me.  I was  becoming  less  like  the 
dog  and  more  like  the  girl  seated  on  it. 

The  cuteness  of  the  feminine  was 
sharp,  and  the  cuteness  of  the  mascu- 
line was  clownishly  impotent. 

Perhaps  girls  liked  “cute  guys” 
because  of  the  impotence  character- 
istic of  women  in  a world  of  men 
who  seemed  the  most  potent  when 


tearing  into  the  flesh  with  knives, 
bullets  and  / or  penises. 

When  my  brothers  and  I first  arrived 
for  the  surgery  I was  not  nervous  at 
all.  Alex  seemed  a little  edgy.  Jack  was 
as  stony  as  ever.  I felt  safe  and  pro- 
tected to  have  them  near. 

After  I was  admitted,  Ann  gave  me 
a bunch  of  directions  about  where  to 
go,  and  about  changing  into  the  gown. 
1 hesitated,  going  over  them  in  my 
mind  for  fear  that  I would  do  some- 
thing wrong.  She  repeated  them  and 
I walked  down  the  hall,  trying  to  guess 
what  to  do  next.  “Go  right,  right 
there,”  she  called. 

I pointed  to  a doorway.  “Yes,”  she 

said. 

In  an  antechamber  to  a bathroom 
there  were  some  lockers  where  I was 
supposed  to  leave  my  clothes.  Inside 
my  locker  I expected  to  find  the  gown, 
but  there  was  none.  Frank  ducked  in 
and  asked,  “Do  you  have  a gown?” 

“No,”  I said. 

“There  it  is,”  he  said  pointing 
into  the  bathroom.  The  bathroom 
was  clean  and  shiny.  The  floor  was 
smooth  on  my  bare  feet.  There  were 
no  little  flecks  of  crud  on  it  like  on 
ordinary  floors. 

After  I changed,  Frank  led  me  to 
the  operating  room.  It  was  like  being 
home.  I belonged  there.  It  was  mine. 
Around  the  table  there  was  a lot  of 
space.  I would  have  danced  had  there 
been  no  tasks.  I put  my  tender  butt 
up  onto  the  table  and  laid  out. 

As  Frank  got  me  prepped,  a 
beep-beep-beep  sound  started  up  in 
the  room.  “What’s  that  sound?” 

I asked. 

“That’s  your  heart,”  said  Frank. 

I was  gazing  with  interest  at  the  over- 
sized, overhead  light  fixtures  mount- 
ed over  the  operating  table  when 
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Dr.  Reed  came  in  and  greeted  me. 
“Hi,”  I answered  pensively. 

“Are  you  ready  for  this,  Amy?” 
asked  the  doctor. 

“Yes,  I am,”  I replied  with  sweet 
enthusiasm.  Frank  laughed  a little. 

Dr.  Reed  set  up  intravenous 
sedation  and  secured  my  arm  in 
place  with  a Velcro  strap.  He  said, 
“This  is  so  you  don’t  try  to  help  us 
with  the  operation.”  1 laughed. 

“This  is  going  to  pinch,”  said  Dr. 
Reed  as  he  readied  the  Novocain. 

“Is  it  going  to  hurt?” 

“We  have  to  get  it  deep  into  the 
nerve,”  he  said. 

“Thanks  for  warning  me.” 

A cool  drop  seeped  out  from  the 
syringe  and  fell  onto  my  genitals, 
rolling  sensually  down  between  scro- 
tum and  thigh.  It  felt  nice.  Then  the 
needle  went  in.  “Ooh,  ow,”  1 said 
wincing  and  sucking  in  air. 

“It’s  okay  to  emote,  Amy.  It  let’s 
us  know  how  you  are  doing.” 

“Okay.  I’m  not  a tough  guy,”  I said. 

After  a bunch  of  shots  Dr.  Reed 
asked,  “Can  you  feel  this?”  and 
nicked  my  penis  with  a blade. 

I answered  no  and  he  went  to  work. 
All  I felt  was  some  pulling.  The  seda- 
tive was  making  me  quite  euphoric. 

A fourth  person  came  into  the 
room.  Dr.  Reed  called  him  “Lyle.” 

Lyle  was  from  a company  that  was 
paying  me  $500  for  my  testicles.  They 
would  be  used  for  research  on  how 
cell  division  related  to  aging.  Since 
aging  begins  when  cell  division  stops, 
the  theory  was,  apparently,  that  if  cell 
division  could  be  enhanced,  aging 
would  slow. 

I knew  when  each  testicle  had 
been  removed  because  Dr.  Reed 
would  take  it  over  to  Lyle.  After  the 
second  one,  Lyle  went  away.  The 
whole  time  Lyle  stood  off  to  the  side, 
and  I never  once  glimpsed  him. 


“What’s  that  funny  smell?” 

I asked  Dr.  Reed. 

“It’s  the  cautery,”  he  answered, 
“for  your  tubes.” 

“I  didn’t  realize  you  were  going 
to  cauterize  me.  I thought  you  were 
going  to  stitch  me.” 

“We  cut  them  high  so  that  we 
don’t  leave  a Tootsie  Roll  behind.” 


After  recovery,  as  Frank  was  pushing 
me  down  the  white  marble  hallway 
in  a wheelchair,  Dr.  Reed  was  smiling 
to  me.  I was  smiling  back.  The  doctor 
cupped  the  back  of  my  head  in  his 
hand  and  he  told  me  goodbye. 

I was  scheduled  to  return  in  two 
days  to  have  the  dressing  removed.  In 
the  meantime,  I was  limited  to  bed- 
rest. Alex  and  Jack,  but  mostly  Alex, 
took  good  care  of  me  with  fresh 
icepacks  for  the  swelling  and  food 
from  the  Jewish-vegetarian  place. 
Once,  Alex  shooed  away  housekeep- 
ing, saying,  “She’s  sleeping.” 

It  was  amazing  how  my  confi- 
dence as  a girl  swelled  just  from  polite 
interaction  with  Dr.  Reed  and  his 
staff.  The  operation  itself  helped  in 
that  it  augmented  my  right  to  be 
myself.  With  Alex  and  Jack  my  voice 
sometimes  came  out  female.  It  never 
had  before  in  front  of  any  family 
member  because  it  was  my  instinct  to 
accommodate  people’s  expectations  of 
me  in  order  to  avoid  making  them 
feel  uncomfortable.  When  I made 
people  uncomfortable  I felt  uncom- 
fortable. The  simplest  solution  had 
been  to  keep  up  male  appearances 
and  stay  miserable  in  my  pajamas. 

Alex  suggested  that  we  have  a 
funeral  for  “George,”  my  name  when 
I was  male.  I thought  it  was  a good 
idea.  We  hoped  it  would  help  my 
transition,  but  weren’t  sure  what  our 
parents  would  think  of  it. 

After  the  Novocain  wore  off  I was 


sore.  I moved  slowly  and  gingerly. 

I slept  a lot.  When  I was  awake  I felt 
blissful  and  at  peace  in  a way  that  had 
never  been  possible  before.  In  my 
dreams  angels  were  singing  from  a 
future  world  that  was  aware  of  itself. 

I awoke  from  them  as  Amy  with  win- 
some, modest  erections.  (In  a few 
days,  I discovered  I was  still  orgasmic.) 

I went  back  to  Dr,  Reed’s  to  have  the 
dressing  removed.  Ann  pulled  it  off 
very  gently  so  as  not  to  cause  me  pain 
by  yanking  out  hairs.  As  she  proceed- 
ed, she  was  saying,  “Oh,  oh,  I hope 
that’s  okay.  I don’t  want  to  hurt  you.” 

“It’s  fine,”  I said,  but  she  kept 
fretting.  I revealed  that  I had  shaved 
before  the  surgery  so  there  was  no 
hair  to  tear  out. 

“You  did  a good  job,”  she  said, 
“Usually  when  people  shave  themselves, 
it’s  a mess.  You  do  have  good  skin.” 

“Thank  you.” 

“It’s  much  nicer  than  mine.” 

“Ohhh,”  I intoned  modestly,  low- 
ering my  head. 

After  she  was  done  and  the 
dressing  was  off  I sat  up  to  look. 

“Yep,  they’re  gone,”  she  said.  I was 
quite  amazed  at  what  was  still  there; 
a nice  purple  bruise,  an  inch-long, 
suture  down  the  center  and  the  scro- 
tum was  moist  and  bunched  up  from 
the  confinement.  It  felt  like  labia. 

Dr.  Reed  joined  us,  neatened  up 
the  suture  and  then  he  and  Ann 
cleaned  the  gunky  adhesive  off  of  me. 
It  was  like  being  a baby,  and  that  felt 
nice.  I hoped  I would  feel  that  again 
someday. 

As  I was  leaving  Dr.  Reed  held 
out  his  hand  for  me  to  shake,  and 
I opened  my  arms  to  hug.  I often 
hugged  people  with  my  hands  closed, 
but  they  were  open.  I released  the 
hug,  but  he  didn’t.  He  kept  holding 
me  till  it  was  more  real  than  polite. 
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I didn’t  like  having  to  leave  behind 
things  that  felt  real,  and  felt  clumsy 
as  I moved  away,  toward  the  door. 
Since  1 had  been  cut  into  reality  at 
the  doctor’s  center,  it  was  a very  real 
place  to  me.  Part  of  me  wanted  to 
stay  and  be  operated  on  more. 

The  sense  of  purposefulness 
I had  come  to  Miami  with  was  fad- 
ing. The  Florida  sun  clouded  over. 
Alex  left  early  in  the  morning.  lack 
and  I had  to  check  out  of  the 
Whitehouse  by  eleven  and  our  air- 
port shuttle  bus  wasn’t  coming  till 
three.  In  the  meantime,  we  gorged 
ourselves  in  the  Jewish-vegetarian 
restaurant  and  then  went  to  a park  to 
edit  a sample  from  my  memoirs.  Jack 
had  become  an  adept  editor.  He  said 
that  when  he  was  editing  he  went 
into  a trance. 

As  he  was  going  through  my 
work,  he  noted  that  something  was 
missing  in  the  clownishness,  broken- 
ness, and  rage  of  my  character.  “Why 
aren’t  you  more  of  a man?”  he  asked 
of  the  person  1 had  been  twelve  years 
before. 

I explained  that  at  the  time,  I was 
a man  in  my  clownishness  and  rage, 
and  my  femininity  was  shameful  so 
I kept  it  tightly  guarded,  even  from 
myself.  It  was  so  repressed  that 
I could  barely  feel  it.  “That’s  what’s 
missing,”  Jack  said. 

I felt  as  if  I was  speaking  to  Jack 
from  the  self  that  had  been  tightly 
guarded,  that  was  there  all  along, 
waiting  for  the  opportunity  to  save 
me,  as  if  I was  becoming  Amy  before 
Jack’s  eyes. 


Dad  met  me  at  the  airport  in  Boston. 
He  was  smiling  and  said,  “Hi,  Amy.” 

It  was  the  first  time  I had  heard  him 
call  me  that. 

I gave  him  a big,  openhanded 
hug,  like  the  one  I’d  had  with  Dr. 
Reed,  and  said,  “Thank  you,  Daddy.” 


Fear  of  Faggots 


by  L.  Heidenreich 


And  somewhere  there  is  a cow-town 
where  the  boy-girls  live, 
blue  skies  and  soft  grass 
that  smell  like  April 
or  December. 

Small  town  paradise 
no  gender  credentials  required. 

Work  the  harvest. 

Tutor  the  young  ones. 

Run  for  public  office. 

Sleep 
Like  a log 

After  a long  day’s  work. 


But  in  the  here  and  now, 
it  is  advised 

to  look  twice  over  the  right  shoulder  and 
twice  over  the  left 

Ready  to  run  at  the  sound  of  the  tone  - 
“Hey  faggot,  we  just  want  to  talk  to  you.” 
Wear  shoes  with  wings  to  carry  you  to  safety. 


Linda  Heidenreich  is  a historian  who  teaches  with  the  Department  of  Women's  Studies  at 
Washington  State  University.  Her  history  articles  have  appeared  in  journals  and  texts  such 
as  Aztlan  and  Gender  Blending,  and  her  poetry  in  journals  such  as  Lean  Seed  and  Word  is 
Bond.  She  writes  poetry  for  anger  management  while  living  in  a small  town  on  the 
Washington-ldaho  border.  Sometimes  she  writes  under  the  pen  name  oneangrygirlfag, 

and  can  be  reached  at  oneangrygirlfag@aol.com. 
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HR  3686  is  the  version  of  the 
Employment  Non-Discrimination 
Act  (ENDA)  that  only  covers 
transgender  people.  The  original 
bill,  HR  2015  (see  issue  1 12,  p.54) 
included  protections  for  gender 
identity  and  expression  as  well  as 
sexual  orientation.  The  bill  that 
passed  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives last  November  was  HR  3685 
(see  issue  113,  p.57),  which 
included  only  sexual  orientation. 

The  sponsor  of  this  bill, 
Representative  Barney  Frank 
D-MA,  has  stated  that  the  purpose 
of  introducing  this  bill  is  to  hold 
hearings  where  people  will  be  able 
to  give  testimony  regarding  dis- 


crimination against  transgender 
people.  Once  support  develops  for 
protecting  transgender  people,  the 
language  can  then  be  reincorporat- 
ed into  the  main  bill.  These  hear- 
ings are  expected  to  be  held  later 
this  year,  and  the  rumor  mill  has 


" ^ 

been  busy  churning  out  names  of 

people  who  may  or  may  not  be 
cooperating  with  this  strategy. 

Unfortunately,  if  that  stage  is 
not  reached  by  the  time  ENDA  is 
introduced  in  the  next  Congress, 
ENDA  will  likely  be  passed  without 
protections  for  gender  identity  and 
expression.  Despite  prominent 
leaders  in  the  gay  community  stat- 
ing that  they  will  “come  back  for 
us,”  there  will  be  little  incentive  for 
“gay  rights”  organizations  to  work 
very  hard  on  a bill  that  does  not 
affect  them. 

HR  3686  is  not  expected  to 
make  it  out  of  committee. 
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H.R.3686 

To  prohibit  employment 
discrimination  based  on 
gender  identity. 
(Introduced  in  House) 

SECTION  1.  PURPOSES. 

The  purposes  of  this  Act  are — 

( 1 ) to  provide  a comprehensive 
Federal  prohibition  of  employment 
discrimination  on  the  basis  of  gender 
identity; 

(2)  to  provide  meaningful  and  effec- 
tive remedies  for  employment  dis- 
crimination on  the  basis  of  gender 
identity;  and 

(3)  to  invoke  congressional  powers, 
including  the  powers  to  enforce  the 
14th  amendment  to  the  Constitution, 
and  to  regulate  interstate  commerce 
and  provide  for  the  general  welfare 
pursuant  to  section  8 of  article  I of 
the  Constitution,  in  order  to  prohibit 


employment  discrimination  on  the 
basis  of  gender  identity. 

SEC.  2.  DEFINITIONS. 

(a)  In  General — In  this  Act: 

(1)  COMMISSION— The  term 
‘Commission  means  the  Equal 
Employment  Opportunity 
Commission. 

(2)  COVERED  ENTITY— The  term 
‘covered  entity’  means  an  employer, 
employment  agency,  labor  organiza- 
tion, or  joint  labor-management 
committee. 

(3)  EMPLOYEE- 

(A)  IN  GENERAL— the  term 
‘employee’  means — 

(i)  an  employee  as  defined  in  section 
701(f)  of  the  Civil  Rights  Act  of  1964 
(42  U.S.C.  2000e(f); 


(ii)  a Presidential  appointee  or  State 
employee  to  which  section  302(a)(1) 
of  the  Government  Employee  Rights 
Act  of  1991  (42  U.S.C.  2000e- 
16(a)(1))  applies; 

(iii)  a covered  employee,  as  defined 
in  section  101  of  the  Congressional 
Accountability  Act  of  1995  (2  U.S.C. 
1301)  or  section  4 1 1 (c)  of  title  3, 
United  States  Code;  or 

(iv)  an  employee  or  applicant  to 
which  section  717(a)  of  the  Civil 
Rights  Act  of  1964  (42  U.S.C.  2000e- 
16(a))  applies. 

(B)  EXCEPTION — The  provisions  of 
this  Act  that  apply  to  an  employee  or 
individual  shall  not  apply  to  a volun- 
teer who  receives  no  compensation. 

(4)  EMPLOYER — The  term  ‘employ- 
er’ means — 

(A)  a person  engaged  in  an  industry 
affecting  commerce  (as  defined  in  sec- 
tion 701(h)  of  the  Civil  Rights  Act  of 
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1964  (42  U.S.C.  2000e(h))  who  has  15 
or  more  employees  (as  defined  in  sub- 
paragraphs (A)(i)  and  (B)  of  para- 
graph (3))  for  each  working  day  in 
each  of  20  or  more  calendar  weeks  in 
the  current  or  preceding  calendar 
year,  and  any  agent  of  such  a person, 
but  does  not  include  a bona  fide  pri- 
vate membership  club  (other  than  a 
labor  organization)  that  is  exempt 
from  taxation  under  section  501(c)  of 
the  Internal  Revenue  Code  of  1986; 

(B)  an  employing  authority  to  which 
section  302(a)(1)  of  the  Government 
Employee  Rights  Act  of  1991  applies; 

(C)  an  employing  office,  as  defined  in 
section  101  of  the  Congressional 
Accountability  Act  of  1995  or  section 
41 1(c)  of  title  3,  United  States  Code;  or 

(D)  an  entity  to  which  section  717(a) 
of  the  Civil  Rights  Act  of  1964  applies. 

(5)  EMPLOYMENT  AGENCY— The 
term  employment  agency’  has  the 
meaning  given  the  term  in  section 
701(c)  of  the  Civil  Rights  Act  of  1964 
(42  U.S.C.  2000e(c)). 

(6)  GENDER  IDENTITY— The  term 
gender  identity’  means  the  gender- 
related  identity,  appearance,  or  man- 
nerisms or  other  gender-related  char- 
acteristics of  an  individual,  with  or 
without  regard  to  the  individual’s 
designated  sex  at  birth. 

(7)  LABOR  ORGANIZATION— The 
term  ‘labor  organization’  has  the 
meaning  given  the  term  in  section 
701(d)  of  the  Civil  Rights  Act  of  1964 
(42  U.S.C.  2000e(d)). 

(8)  PERSON — The  term  ‘person’  has 
the  meaning  given  the  term  in  sec- 


tion 701(a)  of  the  Civil  Rights  Act  of 
1964(42  U.S.C.  2000e(a)). 

(9)  RELIGIOUS  ORGANIZATION— 
The  term  ‘religious  organization’ 
means — 


(A)  a religious  corporation,  associa- 
tion, or  society;  or 

(B)  a school,  college,  university,  or 
other  educational  institution  or  insti- 
tution of  learning,  if — 


(i)  the  institution  is  in  whole  or  sub- 
stantial part  controlled,  managed, 
owned,  or  supported  by  a particular 
religion,  religious  corporation,  asso- 
ciation, or  society;  or 


(ii)  the  curriculum  of  the  institution 
is  directed  toward  the  propagation  of 
a particular  religion. 


(10)  STATE — The  term  ‘State’  has  the 
meaning  given  the  term  in  section 
70 1 ( i)  of  the  Civil  Rights  Act  of  1964 
(42  U.S.C.  2000e(i)). 


(b)  Application  of  Definitions — For 
purposes  of  this  section,  a reference 
in  section  701  of  the  Civil  Rights  Act 
of  1964— 


( 1 ) to  an  employee  or  an  employer 
shall  be  considered  to  refer  to  an 
employee  (as  defined  in  paragraph 
(3))  or  an  employer  (as  defined  in 
paragraph  (4)),  respectively,  except  as 
provided  in  paragraph  (2)  below;  and 


(2)  to  an  employer  in  subsection  (f) 
of  that  section  shall  be  considered  to 
refer  to  an  employer  (as  defined  in 
paragraph  (4)(A)). 


SEC.  3.  EMPLOYMENT 
DISCRIMINATION 
PROHIBITED. 

(a)  Employer  Practices — It  shall  be 
an  unlawful  employment  practice  for 
an  employer — 

(1)  to  fail  or  refuse  to  hire  or  to  dis- 
charge any  individual,  or  otherwise 
discriminate  against  any  individual 
with  respect  to  the  compensation, 
terms,  conditions,  or  privileges  of 
employment  of  the  individual, 
because  of  such  individual’s  actual  or 
perceived  gender  identity;  or 

(2)  to  limit,  segregate,  or  classify  the 
employees  or  applicants  for  employ- 
ment of  the  employer  in  any  way  that 
would  deprive  or  tend  to  deprive  any 
individual  of  employment  or  other- 
wise adversely  affect  the  status  of  the 
individual  as  an  employee,  because  of 
such  individual’s  actual  or  perceived 
gender  identity. 

(b)  Employment  Agency  Practices — 

It  shall  be  an  unlawful  employment 
practice  for  an  employment  agency 
to  fail  or  refuse  to  refer  for  employ- 
ment, or  otherwise  to  discriminate 
against,  any  individual  because  of  the 
actual  or  perceived  gender  identity  of 
the  individual  or  to  classify  or  refer 
for  employment  any  individual  on 
the  basis  of  the  actual  or  perceived 
gender  identity  of  the  individual. 

(c)  Labor  Organization  Practices — It 
shall  be  an  unlawful  employment 
practice  for  a labor  organization — 

( 1 ) to  exclude  or  to  expel  from  its 
membership,  or  otherwise  to  dis- 
criminate against,  any  individual 
because  of  the  actual  or  perceived 
gender  identity  of  the  individual; 
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(2)  to  limit,  segregate,  or  classify  its 
membership  or  applicants  for  mem- 
bership, or  to  classify  or  fail  or  refuse 
to  refer  for  employment  any  individ- 
ual, in  any  way  that  would  deprive  or 
tend  to  deprive  any  individual  of 
employment,  or  would  limit  such 
employment  or  otherwise  adversely 
affect  the  status  of  the  individual  as 
an  employee  or  as  an  applicant  for 
employment  because  of  such  individ- 
ual’s actual  or  perceived  gender  iden- 
tity; or 

(3)  to  cause  or  attempt  to  cause  an 
employer  to  discriminate  against  an 
individual  in  violation  of  this  section. 

(d)  Training  Programs — It  shall  be 
an  unlawful  employment  practice  for 
any  employer,  labor  organization,  or 
joint  labor-management  committee 
controlling  apprenticeship  or  other 
training  or  retraining,  including  on- 
the-job  training  programs,  to  dis- 
criminate against  any  individual 
because  of  the  actual  or  perceived 
gender  identity  of  the  individual  in 
admission  to,  or  employment  in,  any 
program  established  to  provide 
apprenticeship  or  other  training. 

(e)  Association — An  unlawful 
employment  practice  described  in 
any  of  subsections  (a)  through  (d) 
shall  be  considered  to  include  an 
action  described  in  that  subsection, 
taken  against  an  individual  based  on 
the  actual  or  perceived  gender  identi- 
ty of  a person  with  whom  the  indi- 
vidual associates  or  has  associated. 

(f)  No  Preferential  Treatment  or 
Quotas — Nothing  in  this  Act  shall  be 
construed  or  interpreted  to  require 
or  permit — 

(1)  any  covered  entity  to  grant  pref- 


erential treatment  to  any  individual 
or  to  any  group  because  of  the  actual 
or  perceived  gender  identity  of  such 
individual  or  group  on  account  of  an 
imbalance  which  may  exist  with 
respect  to  the  total  number  or  per- 
centage of  persons  of  any  actual  or 
perceived  gender  identity  employed 
by  any  employer,  referred  or  classi- 
fied for  employment  by  any  employ- 
ment agency  or  labor  organization, 
admitted  to  membership  or  classified 
by  any  labor  organization,  or  admit- 
ted to,  or  employed  in,  any  appren- 
ticeship or  other  training  program,  in 
comparison  with  the  total  number  or 
percentage  of  persons  of  such  actual 
or  perceived  gender  identity  in  any 
community,  State,  section,  or  other 
area,  or  in  the  available  work  force  in 
any  community,  State,  section,  or 
other  area;  or 


(2)  the  adoption  or  implementation  by 
a covered  entity  of  a quota  on  the  basis 
of  actual  or  perceived  gender  identity. 


(g)  Disparate  Impact — Only  dis- 
parate treatment  claims  may  be 
brought  under  this  Act. 

SEC.  4.  RETALIATION 
PROHIBITED. 

It  shall  be  an  unlawful  employment 
practice  for  a covered  entity  to  dis- 
criminate against  an  individual 
because  such  individual  (1)  opposed 
any  practice  made  an  unlawful 
employment  practice  by  this  Act;  or 
(2)  made  a charge,  testified,  assisted, 
or  participated  in  any  manner  in  an 
investigation,  proceeding,  or  hearing 
under  this  Act. 

SEC.  5.  EXEMPTION 
FOR  RELIGIOUS 
ORGANIZATIONS. 


This  Act  shall  not  apply  to  a religious 
organization. 

SEC.  6.  NONAPPLICATION 
TO  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
ARMED  FORCES; 
VETERANS7  PREFERENCES. 

(a)  Armed  Forces- 

( 1 ) EMPLOYMENT— In  this  Act,  the 
term  ‘employment’  does  not  apply  to 
the  relationship  between  the  United 
States  and  members  of  the  Armed 
Forces. 

(2)  ARMED  FORCES — In  paragraph 
( 1 ) the  term  ‘Armed  Forces’  means 
the  Army,  Navy,  Air  Force,  Marine 
Corps,  and  Coast  Guard. 

(b)  Veterans’  Preferences — This  title 
does  not  repeal  or  modify  any  Federal, 
State,  territorial,  or  local  law  creating  a 
special  right  or  preference  concerning 
employment  for  a veteran. 

SEC.  7.  CONSTRUCTION. 

(a)  Employer  Rules  and  Policies- 

(1)  IN  GENERAL — Nothing  in  this 
Act  shall  be  construed  to  prohibit  a 
covered  entity  from  enforcing  rules 
and  policies  that  do  not  intentionally 
circumvent  the  purposes  of  this  Act, 
if  the  rules  or  policies  are  designed 
for,  and  uniformly  applied  to,  all 
individuals  regardless  of  actual  or 
perceived  gender  identity. 

(2)  SEXUAL  HARASSMENT— 
Nothing  in  this  Act  shall  be  con- 
strued to  limit  a covered  entity  from 
taking  adverse  action  against  an  indi- 
vidual because  of  a charge  of  sexual 
harassment  against  that  individual, 
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provided  that  rules  and  policies  on 
sexual  harassment,  including  when 
aciverse  action  is  taken,  are  designed 
for,  and  uniformly  applied  to,  all 
individuals  regardless  of  actual  or 
perceived  gender  identity. 

(3)  CERTAIN  SHARED  FACILI- 
TIES— Nothing  in  this  Act  shall  be 
construed  to  establish  an  unlawful 
employment  practice  based  on  actual 
or  perceived  gender  identity  due  to 
the  denial  of  access  to  shared  shower 
or  dressing  facilities  in  which  being 
seen  unclothed  is  unavoidable,  pro- 
vided that  the  employer  provides  rea- 
sonable access  to  adequate  facilities 
that  are  not  inconsistent  with  the 
employee’s  gender  identity  as  estab- 
lished with  the  employer  at  the  time 
of  employment  or  upon  notification 
to  the  employer  that  the  employee 
has  undergone  or  is  undergoing  gen- 
der transition,  whichever  is  later. 

(4)  ADDITIONAL  FACILITIES  NOT 
REQUIRED — Nothing  in  this  Act  shall 
be  construed  to  require  the  construc- 
tion of  new  or  additional  facilities. 

(5)  DRESS  AND  GROOMING 
STANDARDS — Nothing  in  this  Act 
shall  prohibit  an  employer  from 
requiring  an  employee,  during  the 
employee’s  hours  at  work,  to  adhere 
to  reasonable  dress  or  grooming 
standards  not  prohibited  by  other 
provisions  of  Federal,  State,  or  local 
law,  provided  that  the  employer  per- 
mits any  employee  who  has  under- 
gone gender  transition  prior  to  the 
time  of  employment,  and  any 
employee  who  has  notified  the 
employer  that  the  employee  has 
undergone  or  is  undergoing  gender 
transition  after  the  time  of  employ- 
ment, to  adhere  to  the  same  dress  or 
grooming  standards  for  the  gender  to 
which  the  employee  has  transitioned 


or  is  transitioning. 

SEC.  8.  COLLECTION  OF 
STATISTICS  PROHIBITED. 


The  Commission  shall  not  collect 
statistics  on  actual  or  perceived  gen- 
der identity  from  covered  entities,  or 
compel  the  collection  of  such  statis- 
tics by  covered  entities. 

SEC.  9.  ENFORCEMENT. 


(a)  Enforcement  Powers — With 
respect  to  the  administration  and 
enforcement  of  this  Act  in  the  case  of 
a claim  alleged  by  an  individual  for  a 
violation  of  this  Act — 


( 1 )  the  Commission  shall  have  the 
same  powers  as  the  Commission  has 
to  administer  and  enforce — 

(A)  title  VII  of  the  Civil  Rights  Act  of 
1964  (42  U.S.C.  2000e  et  seq.);  or 

(B)  sections  302  and  304  of  the 
Government  Employee  Rights  Act  of 
1991  (42  U.S.C.  2000e-16b  and 
2000e-16c), 

in  the  case  of  a claim  alleged  by  such 
individual  for  a violation  of  such 
title,  or  of  section  302(a)(1)  of  the 
Government  Employee  Rights  Act  of 
1991  (42  U.S.C.  2000e-16b(a)(l)), 
respectively; 


(2)  the  Librarian  of  Congress  shall 
have  the  same  powers  as  the  Librarian 
of  Congress  has  to  administer  and 
enforce  title  VII  of  the  Civil  Rights  Act 
of  1964  (42  U.S.C.  2000e  et  seq.)  in 
the  case  of  a claim  alleged  by  such 
individual  for  a violation  of  such  title; 


(3)  the  Board  (as  defined  in  section 
101  of  the  Congressional 
Accountability  Act  of  1995  (2  U.S.C. 
1301))  shall  have  the  same  powers  as 
the  Board  has  to  administer  and 
enforce  the  Congressional 
Accountability  Act  of  1995  (2  U.S.C. 
1301  et  seq.)  in  the  case  of  a claim 
alleged  by  such  individual  for  a viola- 
tion of  section  201  (a)(  1 ) of  such  Act 
(2  U.S.C.  1311(a)(1)); 

(4)  the  Attorney  General  shall  have 
the  same  powers  as  the  Attorney 
General  has  to  administer  and 
enforce — 

(A)  title  VII  of  the  Civil  Rights  Act  of 
1964  (42  U.S.C.  2000e  et  seq.);  or 

(B)  sections  302  and  304  of  the 
Government  Employee  Rights  Act  of 
1991  (42  U.S.C.  2000e-16b  and 
2000e-16c); 

in  the  case  of  a claim  alleged  by  such 
individual  for  a violation  of  such 
title,  or  of  section  302(a)(1)  of  the 
Government  Employee  Rights  Act  of 
1991  (42  U.S.C.  2000e- 1 6b(a)(  1 )), 
respectively; 

(5)  the  President,  the  Commission, 
and  the  Merit  Systems  Protection 
Board  shall  have  the  same  powers  as 
the  President,  the  Commission,  and 
the  Board,  respectively,  have  to  admin- 
ister and  enforce  chapter  5 of  title  3, 
United  States  Code,  in  the  case  of  a 
claim  alleged  by  such  individual  for  a 
violation  of  section  41 1 of  such  title; 

(6)  a court  of  the  United  States  shall 
have  the  same  jurisdiction  and  pow- 
ers as  the  court  has  to  enforce — 

(A)  title  VII  of  the  Civil  Rights  Act  of 
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1964  (42  U.S.C.  2000e  et  seq.)  in  the 
case  of  a claim  alleged  by  such  indi- 
vidual for  a violation  of  such  title; 

(B)  sections  302  and  304  of  the 
Government  Employee  Rights  Act  of 
1991  (42  U.S.C.  2000e-16b  and 
2000e-16c)  in  the  case  of  a claim 
alleged  by  such  individual  for  a viola- 
tion of  section  302 (a) ( 1 ) of  such  Act 
(42  U.S.C.  2000e- 1 6b(a)(  1 )); 

(C)  the  Congressional  Accountability 
Act  of  1995  (2  U.S.C.  1301  et  seq.)  in 
the  case  of  a claim  alleged  by  such 
individual  for  a violation  of  section 
201(a)(1)  of  such  Act  (2  U.S.C. 
1311(a)(1));  and 

(D)  chapter  5 of  title  3,  United  States 
Code,  in  the  case  of  a claim  alleged 
by  such  individual  for  a violation  of 
section  41 1 of  such  title. 

(b)  Procedures  and  Remedies — The 
procedures  and  remedies  applicable 
to  a claim  alleged  by  an  individual 
for  a violation  of  this  Act  are — 

( 1 ) the  procedures  and  remedies 
applicable  for  a violation  of  title  VII 
of  the  Civil  Rights  Act  of  1964  (42 
U.S.C.  2000e  et  seq.)  in  the  case  of  a 
claim  alleged  by  such  individual  for  a 
violation  of  such  title; 

(2)  the  procedures  and  remedies 
applicable  for  a violation  of  section 
302(a)(1)  of  the  Government 
Employee  Rights  Act  of  1991  (2 
U.S.C.  1202(a)(1))  in  the  case  of  a 
claim  alleged  by  such  individual  for  a 
violation  of  such  section; 

(3)  the  procedures  and  remedies 
applicable  for  a violation  of  section 
201(a)(1)  of  the  Congressional 


Accountability  Act  of  1995  (2  U.S.C. 
1311(a)(1))  in  the  case  of  a claim 
alleged  by  such  individual  for  a viola- 
tion of  such  section;  and 

(4)  the  procedures  and  remedies  appli- 
cable for  a violation  of  section  41 1 of 
title  3,  United  States  Code,  in  the  case 
of  a claim  alleged  by  such  individual 
for  a violation  of  such  section. 

(c)  Other  Applicable  Provisions — 
With  respect  to  a claim  alleged  by  a 
covered  employee  (as  defined  in  sec- 
tion 101  of  the  Congressional 
Accountability  Act  of  1995  (2  U.S.C. 
1301))  for  a violation  of  this  Act,  title 
III  of  the  Congressional 
Accountability  Act  of  1995  (2  U.S.C. 
1381  et  seq.)  shall  apply  in  the  same 
manner  as  such  title  applies  with 
respect  to  a claim  alleged  by  such  a 
covered  employee  for  a violation  of 
section  201(a)(1)  of  such  Act  (2 
U.S.C.  1311(a)(1)). 

SEC.  10.  STATE  AND 
FEDERAL  IMMUNITY. 

(a)  State  Immunity — A State  shall 
not  be  immune  under  the  1 1th 
amendment  to  the  Constitution  from 
a suit  described  in  subsection  (b)  and 
brought  in  a Federal  court  of  compe- 
tent jurisdiction  for  a violation  of 
this  Act. 

(b)  Remedies  for  State  Employees- 

(1)  IN  GENERAL- 

(A)  WAIVER — A State’s  receipt  or 
use  of  Federal  financial  assistance  for 
any  program  or  activity  of  a State 
shall  constitute  a waiver  of  sovereign 
immunity,  under  the  11th  amend- 
ment to  the  Constitution  or  other- 


wise, to  a suit  brought  by  an  employ- 
ee or  applicant  for  employment  of 
that  program  or  activity  under  this 
Act  for  a remedy  authorized  under 
subsection  (c). 

(B)  DEFINITION— In  this  para- 
graph, the  term  ‘program  or  activity’ 
has  the  meaning  given  the  term  in 
section  606  of  the  Civil  Rights  Act  of 
1964  (42  U.S.C.  2000d-4a). 

(2)  OFFICIALS— An  official  of  a 
State  may  be  sued  in  the  official 
capacity  of  the  official  by  any 
employee  or  applicant  for  employ- 
ment who  has  complied  with  the 
applicable  procedures  of  section  10, 
for  equitable  relief  that  is  authorized 
under  this  Act.  In  such  a suit  the 
court  may  award  to  the  prevailing 
party  those  costs  authorized  by  sec- 
tion 722  of  the  Revised  Statutes  of 
the  United  States  (42  U.S.C.  1988). 

(3)  EFFECTIVE  DATE— With  respect 
to  a particular  program  or  activity, 
paragraphs  (1)  and  (2)  apply  to  con- 
duct occurring  on  or  after  the  day, 
after  the  date  of  enactment  of  this 
Act,  on  which  a State  first  receives  or 
uses  Federal  financial  assistance  for 
that  program  or  activity. 

(c)  Remedies  Against  the  United 
States  and  the  States — 
Notwithstanding  any  other  provision 
of  this  Act,  in  an  action  or  adminis- 
trative proceeding  against  the  United 
States  or  a State  for  a violation  of  this 
Act,  remedies  (including  remedies  at 
law  and  in  equity,  and  interest)  are 
available  for  the  violation  to  the  same 
extent  as  the  remedies  are  available 
for  a violation  of  title  VII  of  the  Civil 
Rights  Act  of  1964  (42  U.S.C. 
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Visit  Arizona  Laser,  Electrolysis  & Skin  Care  for  the 
finest  most  professional  care  in  permanent  hair 
removal  and  your  skin  care  needs.  Our  staff  have 
been  serving  the  Transgender  community  for  over 
25  years.  We  specialize  in:  Laser  Hair  Removal, 
Electrolysis  (lidocaine  injections  available  for  pain- 
less electrolysis),  Skin  Care  services  (Chemical 
Peels,  Microdermabrasion,  BOTOX,  Restalyne  and 
Perlane)  Buy  Advance  PCA  Skin  Care  line 
http://www.shop.arizonaelectrolysis.com 

Ginnie  Grant  USW 

Scottsdale,  Tempe,  & Phoenix  AZ 
Offices  Valley  Wide 

Tele:  (480)  897  0444  & (602)  434-3652 
Gender  Specialist;  Individual  family  8c  employment. 

SO. CALIFORNIA 

Jacqueline  Richard, 

Psy.D.,  RN,  LMFT,  CST 

Licensed  Marriage  Family  Therapist 

AASECT  Certified  Sex  Therapist 
1815  State  Street,  Suite  E 
Santa  Barbara,  CA  93101 
Web:  IacquelineRichardPsyD.com 
Phone:  805-563-5000  / FAX:  805-563-5007 
Compassionate,  Competent,  Confidential 
Psychotherapy  specializing  in  sex  therapy  and 
gender  concerns. 

Riskin-Banker  Psychotherapy  Center 

1913  El 7th  St.,  Ste.  107,  Santa  Anna,  CA  92705 
Tele:  (714)  953-9882  FAX:  (714)  953-2094 
E-mail:  RBCenter@aol.com 
Board  Certified  Sex  Therapists  with  extensive 
experience  counseling  Transgender  individuals. 
Interns  are  available  on  a sliding  fee  scale. 

Los  Angeles  Gender  Center 

1923  1/2  Westwood  Blvd.,  Suite  2 
Los  Angeles,  CA  90025 

Tele:  (310)  475-8880  / Web:  lagendercenter.com 
E-mail:  staff@lagendercenter.com 
We  are  gender  specialist  mental  health  profession- 
als providing  sensitive  quality  care  for  gender  and 
sexuality  issues. 

NO.  CALIFORNIA 

BAGA 

Meeting  continually  since  1988,  San  Francisco’s 
BAY  AREA  GENDER  ASSOCIATES  is  a consulta- 


tion group  of  licensed  psychotherapists  who  work 
specifically  with  transgender  identity  issues. 
Current  regular  participants  include: 

• Rebecca  Auge,  Ph.D.,  PSY  6644,  Berkeley 
(510)  841-2428;  RebecaAuge@aol.com 

• Koen  Baum,  MFT  38312,  San  Francisco 
(415)  646-0565 

• Lin  Fraser,  Ed.D.,  San  Francisco 
(415)  922-9240;  linfraser@aol.com 

• William  A.  Henkin,  Ph.D.,  San  Francisco 
(415)  923-1150;  oroborous@earthlink.net 

• Kim  Hraca,  MFT  #27252,  Berkeley 
(510)  601-1859 

• Dan  Karasic,  M.D.,  San  Francisco 
(415)  206-3809;  dankarasic@yahoo.com 

• Luanna  Rodgers,  MFT,  San  Francisco 
(415)  641-8890;  luanna@ix.netcom.com 

• Anne  Vitale,  Ph.D.,  Psy  15764,  San  Rafael 
http://www.avitale.com 

Stephen  L.  Braveman, 

M.A.,  L.M.F.T.,  D.S.T. 

494  Alvarado  Street,  Suite  A,  Monterey,  CA  93940 
Tele:  831-375-7553 
Web:  www.bravemantherapy.com 
Licensed  Marriage  & Family  Therapist. 

AASECT  Certified  Diplomate  of  Sex  Therapy. 
Gender  Specialist,  WPATH  Member.  Individual  & 
group  psychotherapy,  workshops,  monthly  trans- 
sexual support  group  and  advocacy.  All  services  are 
GLBTQQI  and  kink  friendly  and  qualify  under  the 
SOC.  Visit  website  for  details  and  e-mail  address. 

Michael  L.  Brownstein,  M.D.  FACS 

1001  Mariposa  St,  STE  101 

San  Francisco,  CA  94107 

Tele:  (415)  625-3230  / Fax:  (415)  625-3233 

E-Mail:  mlb@brownsteinmd.com 

Web:  www.brownsteinmd.com 

Plastic,  reconstructive  and  gender  related  surgery. 


Douglas  K.  Ousterhout,  M.D. 

45  Castro  St.,  Suite  150,  San  Francisco,  CA  94114 
Tele:  (415)  626-2888  / E-mail:  ousterht@cris.com 
Facial  and  body  feminization  surgery. 

COLORADO 


Marci  L.  Bowers,  M.D. 

328  Bonaventure  Ave.  Ste.  2,  Trinidad,  CO  81082 
Tele:  (719)  846-6300  / Fax:  (719)  846-9500 
Web:  www.marcibowers.com 
E-mail:  info@marcibowers.com 


Deb-Ann  Thomson,  Ph.D.,  NCAC 

2755  S.  Locust  St,  Suite  207  Denver,  CO  80222 

Tele:  303-758-6634 

E-mail:  wildinsights@msn.com 

Web:  transgenderhelp.com 

Gender  Specialist;  Individual,  Couples,  Family 

and  Employment  Counseling. 

CONNECTICUT 


Carole  Mackenzie,  LCSW 

Hartford  CT  06105 

Tele:  (860)  231-7373 

E-mail:  profmackenzie@aol.com 


FLORIDA 

Arvon  & Associates  in  Counseling 
Dr.  Coral  Schlosberg  Arvon 

2999  NE  191st  St.,  Aventura,  FL  22180 

Tele:  (305)  936-8000 

Web:  www.drcoralarvon.com 

E-mail:  DrCoralArvon@aol.com 

Dr.  Arvon  has  been  specializing  in  transgender 

individuals  and  their  families  for  over  20  years. 

Dr.  Arvon  is  a board  certified  Sex  Therapist  and  a 
licensed  Marriage  and  Family  Therapist. 

Carol  L.  Clark,  Ph.D.,  LMHC,  CAP 

Miami  Shores,  FL 
Tele:  (305)  891-1827 

E-mail:  DrCarolLClark@SexHelpSolutions.com 
Website:  www.SexHelpSolutions.com 
American  Board  of  Sexology  certified  sex  therapist 
with  more  than  10  years  experience  with  TS/TG 
individuals  and  their  families.  Telephone  counseling 
available  to  anywhere  in  the  U.S. 

Libby  A.  Tanner,  Ph.D.,  L.C.S.W., 
L.M.F.T. 

1800  Purdy  Ave.  #1012,  Miami  Beach,  FL  33139 
Tele:  (305)  538-4849  or  (305)  534-0686 
E-mail:  LibbyArkin@aol.com 
AASECT/WPATH  certified  sex  therapist,  20  years 
experience  with  T’s  and  their  families.  General  psy- 
chotherapy and  sexologist. 

GEORGIA 

Virginia  Erhardt,  Ph.D. 

315  W.  Ponce  de  Leon  Av„  Suite  1051 
Decatur,  GA  30030 
Tele:  (404)  235-1178 
Web:  www.virginiaerhardt.com 
E-mail:  DrVErhardt@aol.com 
Licensed  clinical  psychologist  facilitating  explo- 
ration or  transition  w/individuals  & couples  since 
1995.  Professional  consultation  and  supervision 
available.  Avail,  by  phone,  email,  in  person. 

ILLINOIS 

Randi  Ettner,  Ph.D. 

1214  Lake  Street,  Evanston,  IL  60201 
Tele:  (847)  328-3433  / FAX:  (847)  328-5890 
Web:  http://members.aol.com/rettner 
Psychotherapist/psychologist.  President, 

New  Health  Foundation. 

Mark  L.  Zukowski,  M.D. 

3612  W.  Lake  Ave,  Wilmette,  IL.  60091 
Tele:  (847)  853-8869  / FAX:  (847)  853-8870 
E-mail:  anewyou@elnet.com 
Dr.  Zukowski  is  a Board  Certified  Plastic  Surgeon 
practicing  on  the  North  Shore  of  Chicago.  He 
performs  the  full  range  of  feminization/masculin- 
ization  procedures.  He  uses  state-of-the-art  tech- 
nology such  as  endoscopic  minimal  scar  tech- 
niques and  high  speed  bone  burring  to  provide 
individualized  and  superior  results. 
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MAINE 

Phyllis  Cudmore,  Cudmore  Counseling 

6 Prospect  Street,  Augusta  ME  04330 
Tele:  (603)  566-4484 
E-mail:  talk@cudmorecounseling.com 
Web:  www.cudmorecounseling.com 
Gender  counseling. 

MARYLAND 

Kate  Thomas, 

Ph.D.,  RN.,  CS.,  F.A.A.C.S. 

The  Human  Ecology  Center 

4419  Falls  Road,  Baltimore,  MD  21211 
Tele:  (410)  625-1095  / FAX:  (410)  366-0651 
Clinical  sexologist,  specializing  in  sexuality  and 
gender. 

MASSACHUSETTS 

Christine  C.  Becker,  LICSW 

Tewksbury,  MA 
Tele:  (781)  862-6170 
Email:  Christine@CCBecker.com 
Gender  Specialist,  individual,  couple,  family  and 
group  counseling  for  the  transgender  community. 
Support  for  partners  and  TG  parenting,  medical 
care  and  surgical  referrals,  workplace  transitions. 
Support  groups  for  MTF  and  FTM. 

Diane  Ellaborn, 

LICSW,  NASW,  Board  Certified 
Diplomat  in  Clinical  Social  Work 

152  Edmands  Road,  Framingham,  MA  01701 
Tele:  (508)  788-5406  / FAX:  (508)  788-7761 
Email:  ellaborn@aol.com 
Individual,  couple  and  group  psychotherapy. 
Evaluations  for  hormones  and  surgery  and  refer- 
rals to  medical  services  for  transsexuals. 

Long  distance  phone  evaluation  and  consultation. 
Insurance  accepted.  Supervision  and  consultation 
for  professionals.  Workplace  and  diversity  training. 

Esthetique  - Paula  Jackson 

Newburyport,  MA 
E-Mail:  paula@myesthetique.com 
Web:  www.myesthetique.com/tg.html 
Makeup  artistry,  professional  skin  care  treatments 
and  TG  services.  Paula  is  a licensed  Esthetician 
(MA  & NH)  with  certification  in  in  reconstruct- 
inve  8c  corrective  makeup.  15+  years  of  experience 
in  the  beauty  8c  fashion  industries.  Hours  by 
appointment  only. 

Joanna  Frost,  LICSW  Psychotherapist 

700  Main  St.,  Holyoke,  MA  01040 
Tele  (413)  534-3033 
E-Mail:  joannafrst@yahoo.com 
Gender  specialist  and  advocate  serving  the  greater 
Western  Mass  community.  Compassionately  treat- 
ing: individual  adults,  couples,  adolescents,  chil- 
dren and  families.  Evaluations  provided  for  hor- 
mones, surgery,  and  referrals  to  medical  services. 
Addition,  specialties  include  treatment  of  trauma 
(EMDR),  anxiety  and  depression. 


SirLady  Electrolysis  / Maria  Gangi  L.E. 

80  Bridge  Street  #94,  Lowell,  MA  01850 
Tele:  (978)  275-0700 

Email:  sirlady2@aol.com  / Web:  Sirlady.com 
Permanent  Hair  Removal  For  Ladies  and 
Gentlemen.  Professional  treatments  from  head  to 
toe  and  everything  in  between.  Laser  Hair  Removal 
also  available.  Tue-Sat.  Days.  Evening  and  Sat. 
hours  available  by  appointment  only.  Free  parking. 

Fenway  Community  Health 

7 Haviland  St.,  Boston,  MA  02115 
Contact:  Ellen  Rottersmann 
Tele:  (617)  927-6223 
E-mail:  erottersmann@fewayhealth.org 
Web:  www.fenwayhealth.org 
Services  include  primary  care,  post-surgical  fol- 
low-up, psychotherapy,  support  groups  and  eval- 
uation for  hormone  therapy  and  surgery. 

Michelle  P.  Hay,  Lie.  Acupuncturist 

333  Moody  Street,  Suite  205,  Waltham,  MA  02453 
Tele:  (617)  501-2588 

Web:  www.livingwellwithacupuncture.com  / Email: 
MichelleHay@livingwellwithacupuncture.com 
Licensed  acupuncturist  8c  Chinese  Herbalist  offer- 
ing alternative  healthcare  in  a relaxing  8c  support- 
ive environment. 

LaserGentle  Skin  Care  Center 

Contact  person  - Ana 

32  South  Street  - Suite  300,  Waltham,  MA  02453 
(781)  647-1500  / Web:  www.lasergentle.com 
Laser  hair  removal  providing  warm,  open-mind- 
ed, supportive  care  for  Transgendered  individuals 
for  all  skin  care  needs.  Specializing  in  Laser  Hair 
removal,  microdermabrasion,  Chemical  peel, 
facial  treatments.  For  free  consutlation  and  spe- 
cials please  call  LaserGentle  at  (781)  647-1500  or 
www.lasergentle.com. 

Laser  Hair  Removal  Centers 
of  New  England,  Inc. 

Linda  DeFruscio,  R.E.,  R.I.,  L.T.,  President 
Joseph  Russo,  MD.,  FAC.S.,  Medical  Director 

Tele:  (617)  964-1000  / Email:  drlaser@comcast.net 

www.laser-hair-removal-centers-of-new-eng- 

land.com 

www.laserhaircentral.com 

www.aaelectrolysis.com 

Serving  the  transgender  community  for  over  30 
years.  Over  100,000  procedures  performed.  Laser 
and  Electrolysis  treatments  are  all  performed  by 
licensed,  registered  and  certified  technicians.  We 
work  with  you,  your  therapist  and  physicians  to 
complete  your  needs  for  removal  of  unwanted 
removal  of  unwanted  face  and  body  hair.  Free 
consultations  in  our  private  setting.  Call  now  for 
your  evaluations. 

Sherri  F.  Miller,  M.Ed.,  CCC-SLP 
Licensed  Speech  Pathologist 

Speech  8c  Language  Resources 

475  Franklin  St.,  Suite  201 

Framingham,  MA  01702 

Tele:  (508)  620-9094  or  (800)  870-9047 

FAX:  (508)  620-1008 

E-mail:  slrtalk@conversent.net 


Ellen  Rottersmann,  MSW,  LICSW 

Tele:  617-730-9417 

E-mail:  erottersmann@comcast.net 

Brookline,  MA 

Individual  and  couple  psychotherapy  for  the  trans- 
gender community.  Gender  identity  exploration, 
evaluations  for  hormones  and  surgery,  transition 
support  and  support  for  partners. 

Rebecca  Z.  Shafir,  M.A.CCC 
Speech  & Language  Pathologist 

142  North  Road,  Sudbury,  MA  and 
61  Turkey  Hill  Road,  West  Newbury,  MA 
Tele:  (978)  287-0810  or  (978)  255-1817 
Web:  www.MindfulCommunication.com 
E-mail:  RebeccaShafir@att.net 
Licensed  8<  certified  SLP  8c  professional  voice 
coach  with  strong  clinical  and  theater  back- 
ground. Complete  speech/  voice  feminization 
training.  West  Newbury  8c  Sudbury,  MA. 

Phone  coaching  for  out-of-towners  available. 

South  Shore  Hair  Removal 

Robin  S.  Jensen,  Certified  Laser  Specialist  and 

Registered  Electrologist,  Scituate,  MA 

Tele:  (781 ) 545-0370  / Email:  ellsen@comcast.net 

Norman  Spack,  M.D. 

Children’s  Hospital  Boston 
300  Longwood  Ave,  Boston  MA  02115 
Email:  norman.spack@childrens.harvard.edu 
Tele:  (617)  355-3299 
Pediatric  Endocrinology. 

Ellen  Tucker  RN,  PC,  NP 
Psychiatric  Nurse  Practitioner 

10  Langley  Rd.  Suite  200,  Newton,  MA  02459 
Tele:  (617)  674-2033 
Web:  www.ellentucker.net 
E-mail:  ellentucker@ellentucker.net 
Transgender  and  sexuality  support  includes 
Psychotherapy  and  Psychopharmacology  for  indi- 
viduals and  couples,  evaluations  and  referrals  for 
hormones  and  surgery,  consultations  for  work- 
place transitions.  Clinical  member  of  WPATH. 

MICHIGAN 

Sandra  E.  Clark 

LPN.,  LRE.,  LC.,  CMT.,  DH. 

Tele:  (517)  546-3306  E-mail:  sandrac@tm.net 
A personal  invitation  to  you.  Come  and  join  me 
and  together  we  can  explore  the  possibilities  open 
in  the  areas  of  permanent  hair  removal,  hairstyles, 
make-up,  poise,  fashion,  color  choices,  relaxation, 
medical  questions,  and  much  more.  As  an  LPN,  I 
can  give  Lidocaine  injections  for  a truly  painless 
treatment  of  hair  removal.  17  years  experience. 
Done  for  you  in  the  beautiful  setting  of  an  1875 
historic  home  which  includes  my  private  office  in 
lovely  downtown  Howell,  ML  Please  feel  free  to 
E-mail  me  or  call. 

Sandra  L.  Samons,  Ph.D.,  DCSW 
Homestead  Counseling  Center 

1480  Shevchenko  Drive,  Ann  Arbor,  MI  48103 
Tele  8r  FAX:  (734)  663-7871  (call  before  faxing) 
E-mail:  slsamons@umich.edu 
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SUPPORT  and  GUIDANCE  for  self-discovery,  fam- 
ily issues,  coming  out,  being  out,  transition  issues. 
Extensive  experience  in  serving  the  entire  spectrum 
of  Cross-Dressers,  Transgendered,  Transsexuals. 
Referrals  as  indicated. 

University  of  Michigan  Health  System 
Comprehensive  Gender  Services  Program 

Contact:  Alfreda  Rooks  Iordan 
Tele:  (734)  763-0466 
E-mail:  umcgsp@umich.edu 
Web:  www.med.umich.edu/transgender 
The  UMHS-CGSP  is  dedicated  to  meeting  the 
medical  and  mental  health  care  needs  of  individ- 
uals & their  families  for  whom  gender  and  sexual 
identity  and  expression  are  primary  issues.  Full 
range  of  services  including  primary  medical  and 
mental  health  care,  speech  and  surgery. 

MINNESOTA 

Transgender  Health  Services, 

Program  in  Human  Sexuality, 
Department  of  Family  Practice  & 
Community  Health 

University  of  Minnesota  Medical  School 
Walter  Bockting,  Coordinator 
1300  South  Second  Street,  Suite  180, 

Minneapolis,  MN  55454 

Tele:  (612)  625-1500  / FAX:  (612)  626-8311 

E-mail:  bockt001@umn.edu 

Web:  www.med.umn.edu/fp/phs/tgs.htm 

Comprehensive  services  for  transgender, 

transsexual  & intersex  persons  and  families 

MISSOURI 

Helen  R.  Friedman,  Ph.D. 

7750  Clayton  Road,  Suite  210 
St.  Louis,  MO  63117 
Tele:  (314)  781-4500 

Clinical  psychologist  offering  compassionate,  sup- 
portive individual,  couple,  and  family  therapy  for 
the  transgendered  community  and  their  families. 
Specialties:  gender  identity,  addictions,  depres- 
sion, anxiety,  stress,  relationships,  sexuality. 

The  Institute  on  Life  Transition 
Caroline  Gibbs,  LPC,  NCC 
Licensed  Professional  Counselor 

8080  Ward  Parkway,  Suite  330 
Kansas  City,  MO  64114 
Tele:  (816)  305-0943  / FAX:  (816)  931-7157 
E-mail:  gibbsassist@yahoo.com 
Full  range  of  therapeutic  services  for  the  trans- 
gendered; individual,  family,  couples,  group. 
Advocacy,  education,  connection  to  local  support 
8<  transition  services,  carry  letters,  hormone,  FFS, 
GRS  referrals.  All  TGs  served;  crossdresser,  ques- 
tioning, genderbender,  post-op.  Non-pathologiz- 
ing,  welcoming,  safe,  comfortable  office.  Gay,  les- 
bian, bisexual  served.  Domestic  violence,  grief 
therapy.  Consultation,  speaking  engagements. 
Insurance,  private  pay. 


NEW  HAMPSHIRE 

Anne  L.  Boedecker,  Ph.D.  NH 
Licensed  Psychologist 

Bow,  NH  03304 

Tele:  (603)  226-2230  E-mail:  ALBPHD@aol.com 
Web:  www.sitbyme.com/albphd 
Licensed  psychologist  with  over  25  years  experi- 
ence. Individuals  and  couples  therapy  for  lesbian, 
gay,  bisexual,  and  transgender  individuals  and 
their  SOFFAs.  Evaluations,  referrals,  and  resources 
for  CD/TG/TS  clients,  support  group  for  MTFs, 
and  supervision  and  consultation  for  profession- 
als. Insurance  accepted.  Member:  PFLAG,  IFGE, 
WPATH. 

NEW  JERSEY 

Amy  L.  Altenhaus,  Ph.D. 

Licensed  Psychologist  #1479 

80  East  Main  Street,  Freehold,  NI  07728 
Tele:  (732)  780-6644  / FAX:  (732)  845-1184 
Psychologist  who  treats  transgendered  individu- 
als. Also  performs  custody  evaluations. 

Le  Femme  Finishing  School  Lady  Ellen 

Central  New  Jersey  area 
Tele:  (732)  241-4174 
Web:  www.lefemmefmishingschool.com 
E-mail:  inquiry@lefemmefmishingschool.com 
Finishing  School  serving  New  Jersey,  New  York 
and  Pennsylvania.  Call  Lady  Ellen  to  schedule  a 
private  session.  For  more  info  visit  our  website. 

Rhonda  K.  Rulnik,  MA,  CCC-SLP 

15  Hopkins  Street 
Voorhees,  NJ  08043 

Tele:  (856)  309-7110  / E-mail:  rhondaslp@aol.com 
Adult  / adolescent,  speech  / voice  therapy. 

Jeanne  Seitler,  Psy.D. 

10  Wilsey  Square,  Suite  300,  Ridgewood  NJ  07450 
Tele:  (201)  670-4044  / FAX:  (201)  670-0063 
E-mail:  jseitler@optonline.net 

NEW  YORK 

Arlene  Istar  Lev  L.C.S.W.,  C.A.S.A.C. 

Choices  Counseling  and  Consulting 
321  Washington  Avenue,  Albany,  NY  12206 
Tele:  (518)  463-9152 
Web:  www.choicesconsulting.com 
E-mail:  info@choicesconsulting.com 
Individual  and  family  therapy  for  lesbian,  gay, 
bisexual,  transgender  (TV/TS)  and  other  sexual 
minority  issues.  Advocacy  and  support  for  gender 
confusion  and  transition-related  issues.  Gender- 
friendly,  non-pathologizing,  family-oriented. 
Groups  available  for  mtf  and  significant  others. 
Supervision  and  consultation  available. 

Katherine  / Kit  Rachlin,  Ph.D. 

New  York,  NY  10014 

Tele:  (212)  206-3636  / E-mail:  KRachlin@aol.com 
Licensed  Clinical  Psychologist  with  solid  TS/TG 
experience  ( 14+  years)  and  serious  clinical  train- 
ing. Warm,  open  minded,  supportive  and  well- 


informed.  Provides  psychotherapy  and  resource 
referrals  to  individuals,  SOFFAS,  couples,  and 
non-traditional  relationships.  Alternate  lifestyles 
welcome.  Also  provides  professional  supervision 
for  psychotherapists. 

James  J.  Reardon,  M.D. 

Board  Certified  Plastic  & Reconstructive  Surgeon 
737  Park  Ave.,  New  York,  NY  10021 
Tele:  (212)  570-5594 
E-mail:  jreardonmd@aol.com 
Web:  www.drjamesreardon.com/dysphoria 
Transgender  chest  reconstruction.  Minimally  inva- 
sive liposuction  to  surgical  reconstruction  of  very 
large  breasts. 

David  Segal,  Attorney  At  Law 

30  Vesey  St.,  New  York,  NY  10007 

Tele:  (212)  406-9200  / FAX:  (212)  571-0938 

Gender  Friendly.  No  consultation  fee. 

Experienced  in  all  areas  of  Law;  discrimination; 
employment;  housing;  medical;  federal  and  state 
courts. 

Long  Island  Transgender  Resource 
Center,  (LITRC),  Brenda  Viola  CSW 

Eastern  Long  Island,  NY 
Tele:  (631)283-1333 
E-mail:  Brenvee@optonline.net 
Free  resources  for  all  transpeople,  crisis  hot  line 
and  help  line  phone  open  early  evenings  until 
9pm  for  referrals  and  contacts.  NY  licensed  clini- 
cal social  worker  Brenda  Viola  also  offers  Life 
Coaching  and  psychotherapy  with  a sliding  scale 
fee  in  her  private  home  office.  Caring,  confiden- 
tial, and  nourishing  counselling. 

NORTH  CAROLINA 

Lisa  Griffin,  Ph.D. 

Charlotte,  NC 
Tele:  (704)  458-0433 
Web:  www.drlisagriffm.com 
E-mail:  info@drlisagriffin.com 

OHIO 

Gender  Dysphoria  Program  of 
Central  Ohio 

704  Highland  Drive,  Columbus,  OH  43214-3445 
Tele:  (614)451-0111 
Web:  www.genderprogram.com 
E-mail:  crane@genderprogram.com 
Meral  Crane,  MA,  LPCC,  IMFT,  Founder  and 
Clinical  Director,  Sex  Therapist,  Gender 
Specialist,  Family  Therapist,  Transsexual, 
Intersexual,  Crossdresser,  Transgender  concerns. 

PENNSYLVANIA 

Michele  Angello,  Ph.D. 

987  Old  Eagle  School  Rd.,  Suite  719 

Wayne,  PA  19087 

Tele:  610-917-8561 

Email:  dr_angello@comcast.net 

Web:  www.yoursexdocs.com 

Sex  therapist  specializing  in  gender  identity  ques- 
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tions  and  exploration.  Adults,  children,  couples  and 
families  are  welcome.  Presents  nationally  on  sexuali- 
ty issues  in  the  workplace. 

Maureen  Osborne,  Ph.  D. 

412  E.  King  St. 

Malvern,  PA  19355 

Ph:  610-647-8730  / FAX:  610-647-8921 
Email:  DrOsbo@aol.com 

Licensed  psychologist  with  20+  years  experience, 
specializing  in  working  with  individuals  in  the 
transgender  spectrum,  along  with  their  partners 
and  families.  Contextual  Therapy  orientation 
emphasizing  fairness  and  responsible  behavior  for 
all  relating  parties.  Knowledgeable,  welcoming 
straight  ally  to  the  GLBTQ  community,  with  solid 
training/experience  in  treating  co-existing  psy- 
chological problems.  Individual,  qouple,  family 
therapy  for  adolescents  to  adults.  Monthly  MtF 
therapy  group  (“Osbo’s  Bridge  Club”),  consulta- 
tion and  professional  supervision.  WPATH  mem- 
ber and  frequent  presenter  at  gender  conferences. 
Insurance,  private  pay,  negotiated  fees  available. 

The  Philadelphia  Center  for  Transgender 
Surgery  — Dr.  Sherman  Leis 

19  Montgomery  Ave.,  Bala  Cynwyd,  PA  19004 
Tele:  (610)  667-1888 

E-mail:  DrShermanLeis@DrShermanLeis.com 
Web:  www.theTransgenderCenter.com 
Comprehensive  surgical  and  non-surgical  services 
for  transgender  persons. 

TENNESSEE 


Lisa  Beavers,  Ph.D.,  LPC 

1103  17th  Avenue  South,  Nashville  TN  37212 
Tele:  (615)  322-9559  Fax:  (615)  322-9595 
E-Mail:  DrLisaHCCS@yahoo.com 
Adult,  adolescent,  child,  couple,  relationship  & 
family  therapy. 

TEXAS 


Renee  Baker,  Ph.D.,  LMT 
Gender  Power 

3530  Forest  Lane,  Suite  306,  Dallas  TX  75234 
Tele:  (214)  607-5620 
E-mail:  renee@genderpower.com 
Web:  www.genderpower.com 
Bringing  you  strength  for  your  gender  journey. 
Transitional  support  outside  the  counseling  envi- 
ronment. Services  include  individual  and  family 
consultations,  corporate  education,  medical  sup- 
port, out  and  about  services,  massage  therapy, 
and  public  speaking.  Will  travel.  Renee  is  a post- 
op transgender  woman  who  understands  and 
cares.  Texas  DSHS  license  104375. 

Rita  Cotterly,  Ph.D. 

Sexuality  Education  Center 

1020  Macon  St.,  Suite  20,  Fort  Worth,  TX  76102 
Tele:  (817)  338-4551  / E-mail:  Drritac@gmail.com 
Specializing  in  sexuality,  gender,  LGBT  issues  and 
relationship  skills  for  individuals  and  their  fami- 
lies. Seventeen  years  of  continuing  to  provide 
monthly  group  meetings  for  transgendered  folks 
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in  a confidential  and  supportive  environment. 

A member  of  WPATH. 

Transformations  Psychotherapy  Services 
Katy  Koonce,  LMSW 

3625  Manchaca  Ste.  #103,  Austin,  TX  78704 
Tele:  (512)  329-6699 
E-mail:  caycewakes@aol.com 
TG  psychotherapist  providing  compassionate, 
comprehensive  transgender  care.  Individual,  rela- 
tionship, and  group  therapy. 

Feleshia  Porter,  MS,  LPC 

3530  Forest  Lane,  Suite  188,  Dallas,  TX  75234 
Tele:  (214)  904-8222 
E-mail:  feleshia@aol.com 
Web:  www.felishaporter.com 
Specializing  in  gender,  sexuality,  relationships,  and 
self-esteem.  Working  with  people  in  transition  since 
1997,  she  provides  a loving,  safe  environment  that 
encourages  people  to  embrace  their  “true  selves.” 
Individual  and  group  sessions  available.  She  is  a 
member  and  follows  the  guidelines  of  WPATH. 

VERMONT 

Rebecca  Sherlock,  LICSW,  DCSW 
Diplomate  in  Clinical  Social  Work 

Burlington  and  Montpelier,  VT 
Tele:  (802)  865-7878 
E-mail:  rebeccasherlock@comcast.net 
Individual,  couple,  family  and  group  psychothera- 
py. Evaluations  for  hormones  and  surgery,  and 
referrals  to  medical  services  for  transsexuals. 
Insurances  accepted. 

VIRGINIA 

Martha  Harris,  LCSW,  CHT,  TFT 
Banyan  Counseling  Center 

2820  School  Street,  Alexandria,  VA  22303 
Tele:  (703)  717-0999 
E-mail:  BanyanCounseling@aol.com 
Web:  BanyanCounselingCenter.com 
Affirming,  sensitive,  confidential  counseling  for  the 
TG  community,  their  significant  others,  and  families. 
Certified  Hypnotherapist  & Thought  Field  Therapist. 

WASHINGTON 

Center  For  Gender  Sanity 

Janis  Walworth,  Michele  Kammerer 

P.O.  Box  30313,  Bellingham,  WA  98228 

Tele:  (360)  398-2878 

E-Mail:  director@gendersanity.org 

Web:  www.gendersanity.com 

Consulting  services  for  employers  with  transsexual 

workers,  sensitivity  training.  Guidance  for  transi- 


tioning on  the  job.  Conferences  for  transsexual, 
intersex,  and  non-T  women. 

The  Ingersoll  Gender  Center 

1812  East  Madison,  Seattle,  WA  98102 
Tele:  (206)  329-6651.  Counseling  & referrals. 

WISCONSIN 

Milwaukee  Transgender  Program 
Pat  Connors,  MA,  LMFT,  LCSW 
Kara  Luening,  MSW 
Pathways  Counseling  Center 

13105  W.  Bluemound  Road,  Ste.  100 
Brookfield,  WI  53005 
Tele:  262-641-9790 
Email:  pathwaycc@sbcglobal.net 
Website:  www.pathwayscounseling.com 
We  have  provided  an  extraordinary  full  service 
gender  program  since  1983.  Our  services  for  indi- 
viduals, couples  and  families,  include  psychother- 
apy, medical  referrals,  support  groups,  hair  & 
makeup  consultation,  and  community  education 
tk  consultation.  You  will  experience  competent, 
compassionate  and  confidential  guidance 
throughout  your  transition.  Children,  adolescents 
and  adults  welcome. 

CANADA 

Pierre  Brassard,  M.D.  FRCS(C) 

Yvon  Menard,  M.D.  FRCS(C) 

Clinique  de  Chirurgie 
Esthetique  St- Joseph 

1003  East  St.  Joseph  Blvd 

Montreal,  Quebec,  Canada  H2J  1L2 

Tele:  (514)  288-2097  / FAX:  (514)  288-3547 

E-mail:  info@grsmontreal.com 

Web:  www.grsmontreal.com 

Only  in  Montreal  will  you  enjoy  the  peace  of 

mind  and  warmth  of  a unique  care  concept.  We 

offer  a complete  range  of  FtM,  MtF,  and  cosmetic 

services  with  complete  post-operative  care. 

Joanne  Lerner, 

Certified  Associate  in  Sex  Education 
The  Net  Result 

Telephone:  (416)  929.3856 
Website:  www.thenetresultonline.com 
Email:  thenetresult@bellnet.ca 
Ten  years  experience  of  telephone  counseling 
adults  on  transgender  concerns  / challenges  and 
interpersonal  relationships  regarding  matters  of 
intimacy.  This  is  a relationship,  a private  and  dis- 
creet relationship  that  may  not  share  equal  bal- 
ance, but  it  certainly  shares  mutual  understand- 
ing, warmth  and  genuine  honesty  and  caring. 


We  at  Transgender  Tapestry  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  to  thank  the  professional  indi- 
viduals and  organizations  who  support  the  production  of  this  magazine  by  their  sponsorship. 
Please  remember  to  look  here  first  for  services. 

A Profesional  Membership  is  $175  per  year,  which  includes 
four  issues  of  Transgender  Tapestry. 

To  be  listed  as  a Professional  Member  call:  781-899-2212  or  E-mail  us  at:  office@ifae.org 
and  please  include  PRO-AD  in  the  subject  line  of  the  e-mail  message. 

You  can  also  write  to  us  at: 

ATTN:  PRO-AD,  IFGE,  RO.  Box  540229,  Waltham,  MA  02454-0229. 


64 


is  proudly  sponsored  by 

Douglas  K.  Ousterhout,  M.D.,  F.A.C.S. 


San  Francisco  Institute 
of  Plastic  Surgery 
45  Castro  Street  Suite  150 
San  Francisco , CA  94114 
ousterht@ousterht.  cnc.  net 
415-626-2888 


State  of  the  Art  Facial  Feminization  Options: 
Because  You  Deserve  to  Look  Your  Absolute  Best 

Diplomate,  American  Board  of  Plastic  Surgery 
Member,  American  Society  of  Plastic  and  Reconstructive  Surgeons,  Inc. 


26th  Year 
Celebration 

7th  Consecutive 
Year  in  Chicago 

Be-ALL  2008 

Come  and  join  us 


for  this  grand  event 


Tuesday 


\V7oQb  off  FomO 


Wednesday 


Thursday 


Friday 


Welcome 

Come  and  enjoy 
stimulating 
conversation, 
entertainment, 
top-shelf  cocktails, 
and  hot  and  cold 
hors  d'oeuvres. 

Now  is  the  time  to 
greet  past  friends, 
make  new  friends, 
and  take  the  time 
to  just  sit  back 
and  relax! 


Open  for 
Business  & Fun! 

The  Hyatt  Regency  has 
buses  to  Woodfield 
Mall  throughout  the 
day  and  early  evening. 
You  can  also  shop  with 
our  vendors  who  offer 
makeovers,  styling, 
jewelry,  and  more! 

The  pool  party  starts  at 
4:00  pm,  so  join  us  for 
the  swimsuit  contest  and 
lively  entertainment! 


Seminars  & 
Dining  out! 

Seminars  on 
everything  from 
poise  and  makeup, 
to  legal  issues 
and  surgery  are 
available. 

As  the  evening  unfolds, 
you  can  join  the 
First  Timers'  Dinner, 
or  go  out  for  a Dinner 
& Theater  trip! 


Seminars 
& Shopping! 

Whether  you  are 
looking  for  serious 
seminars  with  doctors 
and  surgeons,  or 
something  on  the 
lighter  side,  select 
what  interests  you! 

Our  vendors  will  be 
open  for  shopping! 

Finish  off  the  night 
with  cocktails  and 
an  amazing  dinner. 


Saturday 

What  a 

Fabulous  Day! 

Start  the  day 
with  our  informative 
speakers. 

Then  see  our  vendors 
for  a makeover  or 
a new  outfit! 

The  evening 
includes  cocktails, 
dinner,  and  dancing 
the  night  away! 


Sunday 


Registration 

Register  Online  at  wiMyii 
or  by  mail  to  P.O.  Box  1405,  Wheaton,  IL  60189 

Scholarships  are  available. 


Could  this 
be  Over? 

It's  been  one 
unbelievable  week. 
Time  to  exchange 
numbers  and  emails 
with  new  friends  and 
start  packing 
for  home. 

And  don't  forget 
to  make  plans  for 
next  year! 


Hotel  Information 

Hyatt  Regency  of  Woodfield 

1800  East  Golf  Road  • Schaumburg,  IL  60173 
847-605-1234 

www.hyattregencywoodfield.com 

Register  early  to  obtain  a special  $1 01  -per-night  rate. 
If  hotel  is  sold  out,  see  www.Be-ALL.org  for 
other  hotel  accommodations. 


